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Give Your Home Such Beauty All Your Friends WILL 
GAZE IN ADMIRATION AND WONDER HOW YOU 


DID IT 


“So” BELLS NEM GLOKINI 


Developed by Albert H. Buell, America’s Foremost Gloxinia Specialist 


SO LOVELY—SO EASY TO GROW 
GIANT BLOSSOMS—4-6 INCHES ACROSS 


Tt’s so easy to have fresh, bright beauty in your magazine, you 
home with Buell New Gloxinias You'll find New Gloxinias 
your eighbor auying I wish I could have have le; 

plants like that Gloxinias will give you a home suell 
sparkle and charm that other plants can't. eve because you have 
compare with They give you such big blooms choose from 

such exotie colors ich delicate blending and and flower more 
shading of tones On the front cover of thi plants or wl 


ist Ol 


ether you plant from see 








Photo Roche Studio 


Illustrated in Full Color on 
the cover of this Issue of 
Flower Grower. 


imported Belgian Gloxinia Feabers 


for Immediate Delivery Now! 
Imported Direct by AIR EXPRESS 


Unlike organizations who deliver these tubers (bulbs to most folks) in 
March, we have made special arrangements to get ours NOW by going 
to the extra cost of Air Expre In addition, importing by Air 
EXpre yuaratiter you tubers that are fresher more plumy and 
healthier than any others on the market Don't settle for tubers that 
have lost vitality because of a two week trip across the ocean in. the 
cold, damp hold of a boat From us, you get such excellent tubers 
that each is guaranteed to bloom better than any others. 


CHOOSE FROM THESE OUTSTANDING 
VARIETIES 


BLANCHE DE MERU. Rosy purple with white throat. 

EMPEROR FREDERIC. Attractive scarlet with broad white margin. 
EMPEROR WILLIAM. Deep pansy-blue with broad white margin. 
ETOILE DE FEU. Striking light red 

FIRE KING. Sright red and one of the best. 

MONTBLANC. Pure white 

VIOLACEA. Deep velvety blue 

WATERLOO. Bright searlet, elegantly waved 

MIXTURE OF FINE NAMED VARIETIES. Our selection 

TIGRINIA HYBRIDS. These are a new type having unusual netted and 


laced flowers which are considered by many to be superior to the 
more solid color 


PLUMP, HEALTHY BELGIAN TUBERS 


Each sei ee = 6 of any 1 variety..... $1.40 
3 of any 1 variety.... Ee 12 of any 1 variety. . . $2.75 
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ww Wes a OW Oo we can ship promptly from our new 
crop MINIMUM ORDERS $1 SHIPPING IN) PROGRESS —TO 
CONTINUE TILL LATE DECEMBER ON PLANTS AND TUBERS. 
SEEDS AND SOIL AVAILABLE YEAR ROUND 


WITH EVERY ORDER OF $4.75 
OR MORE 


One Tuber of 1 NEW © beautiful Gloxinia, 
not vet available te the general publie. Thrill to 
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triking new color ind tints by America’s fore 
most Gloxinia specialist. Available only from the 
Saurnes Importer yours as a gift with order of 


$4.75 or more 


AMERICA’S FOREMOST BULB SPECIALISTS 


Buell’s Beautiful, Healthy Plants 


WELL ROOTED, ACTIVELY GROWING, HUSKY 
Here are just a few of 50 NEW Color Combina AVAILABLE IN MIXTURE ONLY 


tions double-toned reds: double-toned pur 


ples pure, huge snowy whites large, ruffled Each order is 

whites varied with speckled throats or an occa personal  supervi 

ional tint of color carlet veined and spotted originating ¢ 

exquisite orchid blues, brilliant reds, shades of plant i 

blue and lavender ranging from pale pastels to developed method whiel 
dark blue and = purple Colors may be pure and NW place it jmst 

clear, speckled, spotted, or veined which permits 


which keeps 


EVEN BEGINNERS CAN GROW BUELL’S "sar! see why we dar 


in perfect condition 


NEW GLOXINIAS SUCCESSFULLY 


. , : : COMPLETE 

The extremely free flowering long-blooming y 

beauties will grow wonderfully under AVERAGE INSTRUCTIONS WITH EVERY SHIPMENT 
HOME ¢ ONDITIONS ; They ; need no sper ial 1 Plant 

treatment Shipped in individual 2% inch 

growing pots 2 Plants 


Shipped Prepaid to Any Part of the U. S. 


SOLD ONLY BY MAIL BY THE BARNES, 


individually 





EASY TO READ CULTURAL 





Buell’s Giant Flowered Hybrid Gloxinia See 


Hand Pollinated Over 50 N Exquisit« 
If you're the type of indoor gardener who gets you did it, you made 
a personal thrill of satisfaction from seeing tiny thrive. Not only that but 
seeds pop through the soil, develop leaves, grow expensive way to get exquisite blossoms 
into mature plants and finally burst into bloom, Mr. Buell's Gloxinia 
you should order these seeds to asslire even 
Think of it. we ship you tiny seeds packed with colors Shipped via first class 
Vitality If you treat them like the living Detailed, easy-to-follow 
things they are, if you help them along, just included 
ke hi » » i . 1 ) 
like children, they will reward you with bril 100 seeds 


liant flowers. Isn't it a good feeling to know pkg. 75c 


SOLD ONLY BY MAIL BY THE BARNES, 





yared Glox ] Soil 


Why bother to mix your own soil when, for a few cents 
more, you can have Buell’s own Gloxinia soil direct 
fron Suell’s own greenhouse supply, prepared — by 
months of careful eomposting and proper blending 
Packed in) special polyethylene bags to insure’ the 
fresh, moist condition so necessary for healthy plant 
growth Detailed, easy-to-follow cultural instructions 
included 1 «qt. will pot 1 Buell Gloxinia plant or 
repot 3 plants 

1 Qt. bag 85c 2 Qt. bag $1.25 3 Qt. bag $1.50 

5 Qt. bag $2.25 10 Qt. bag $3.95 
Prepaid East of Mississippi River. Add 20c per Qt. 
West of Mississippi River. 


SOLD ONLY BY MAIL BY THE 
BARNES, IMPORTERS 








1 YEAR SUBSCRIPTION {0,0 complete 


offerings of other beautiful floral creation 


Free hints, new originations, tools and supplies Send name 
address now as our first booklet is now ready in 


quantity for mailing. Ask for Series HP-500 


SEND ALL MAIL TO 411 BARNES BLDG. TO INSURE PROMPT SERVICE 


The frame 


Riis cel me any 
‘EAST AURORA 4, NEW YORK 
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ire guaranteed IN WRITING throug 
the first blooming season 
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Sudbury Soil Tests Kits 


POPULAR GARDEN MODEL 


A complete soil test kit in every respect, yet so simple and easy to 
i 


lucite cover make it a delight to behold and a thrill to work with. 
use, it is suitable for even very young gardeners. Equipment anc 
solutions for over 50 tests for 

nitrogen, phosphorus, potash 

and lime (acidity). Easy-to- 

follow directions and charts 

showing needs of 125 different 

fowers, fruits and vegetables. 

You can give years of garden- Fg! 


ing pleasure for only $5.89! 


HORTICULTURAL MODEL 
(at right) 

Just the gift for those who 
make a real hobby of garden- 
ing. Lifetime steel chest with 
Carrying handle, 4 times ag 
much testing solutions, built-in 
test tube rack and more equip- 
ment. Complete instruction 

and charts showing needs 

25 different flowers, fruits 
and vegetables. This model is 
wed by florists, greenhouses 
and better gardeners’ every- 
Where. Now only $14.95! 





The perfect gift for a gardener! Handsome case and gleaming 


a 








SUPER DE LUXE MODEL 


No other gift does as much for gardeners! It’s the gift 


they want most. Soil testing is an exciting new adven- 
ture in better gardening—for either amateur or expert, 


$5.89 


GIFT-WRAPPED 
AND POSTPAID 


, DEALERS For those you wish to give the best. Just as 
@ sure you have these handsome simple to use, this Super De Luxe Model has 12 
Hifts ‘n stock for Christmas shop- times as much testing solutions, more and larger 


bers. \Vrite for special offer. 


equipment. 


steel chest with built-in 


test tube rack and luggage type handle. Direc- 


tions and charts for 225 flowers, etc. 


Only $29.95! 


Sudbury Laboratory, Box 866, South Sudbury, Mass. 


will send the above Sudbury Kits direct, with Christ- 
mas cards bearing my name. 


it means good luck with everything they grow. 


Give them a Sudbury Soil Test Kit and they’ll get 
bigger, more beautiful blooms than ever before— 
better color and perfection of form in all their favor- 
ite flowers. Vegetables will be larger, more delicious, 
more abundant. Even shrubs will be more luxuriant; 
lawns thick and velvety. Their garden will be the 
pride and envy of the neighborhood! 


Takes the Guesswork Out of Gardening 


Here’s how soil testing works its miracle—you learn from 
the soil itself just which plant foods and how much are 
needed on every plot for ideal plant growth. Saves you 
from using too much, which can be as bad as too little. 

Soil tests show where lime is needed (pH) 
and how much 
sour for azaleas, blueberries, rhododendrons 
and other acid-loving plants. It’s a fascinating 
hobby, rich in garden rewards. 


No Knowledge of Chemistry Needed 

It’s as easy as reading a thermometer! They 
will use their Sudbury Soil Test Kit from the 
moment it arrives—and wonder how they ever 
got along without it. Even their very first 
tests will be accurate and reliable, and they 





also how to make your soil 


will learn more about their soil than from 
a lifetime of gardening. It will be a con- 
stant reminder of your thoughtfulness 
for years to come! 


SEND NO MONEY 


Order your Sudbury Soil Test Kits today 
C.O.D. plus postage, or send check and we will 
pay postage. Money-Back Guarantee. 


Christmas 
Delivery Guaranteed 


Orders filled same day received, If 
you wish, we'll gift-wrap for you 
FREE and mail direct. All orders re- 
ceived through Dec, 17th will be deliv- 
ered in time for Christmas, but order 
TODAY and.avoid the holiday rush! 
SO ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee oe oe 
SUDBURY LABORATORY, 
Box 866, So. Sudbury, Mass. 
Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits 
marked below: 
....Popular Garden Model @ $5.89 each 
....Horticultural Model @ $14.95 each 
....Super De Luxe Models @ $29.95 each 
Enclosed is $....... d Send €,.0.D., 
Send order postpaid. plus postage 
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Dr. Norman C. Yarian is a Cleveland, Ohio, physician in 


active who is convinced of the value of hobbies such 
as gardening in maintaining good health of mind and body. 
He has been interested in orchid culture for nearly 20 years, 
studying them, photographing them in natural color and writ- 
ing about them as in the article about orchids ‘on page 24. 
When he returns home from the after a day's work, he 
says, he soon forgets that he is tired after entering his orchid- 
filled greenhouses. 
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GRO-QUICK 


PRODUCTS MAKE 
HAPPY GARDENERS 
i ’ ELECTRIC SEE 
GRO-QUICK. BED HEATERS 


SEED UP IN 30 HOURS 
ROOT CUTTINGS IN 6 DAYS 

CUT GERMINATION TIME BY % 
TRANSPLANT 2 WEEKS SOONER: 


You, too, can get these results. For 
hotbed - cold frame - bench - flat - 
cabinet. Uses house current. Instruc-- 
tions included. 

J40A 40’ cable & thermostat for | sash 
S80A for double sash bed (36 sq. ft.) 


HAPPY HOUSEPLANTS 


47-Piece Set Ppd. $5.95 
Everything You Need But Plants 


10 Bronze Plastic Pots with Matching 
Trays. 24 Fibreglass Aerating Pads. 

1 Ib. Gro-Quickr. 100 cu. in. Ver- 
miculite. | Set Instructions. Amazing 
New Culture System Insures Healthy 
Houseplants. Write for free circular. 









— $6.75 
— $9.00 


ee: 


5” POT with GLASS WICK 95c 


Bronze plastic pot and 

base shows visible water 
supply. Wick feeding is considered a 
“must" by many growers of African 
violets. It is also fine for many other 
house plants. The pots do not tip eas- 
ily. The visible water supply is a great 
convenience. Ppd. or at dealer. FEED™" 


f] GLASS WICKS Yc EACH 
U A roll of "WRAP-ON" Insulation 

‘has 25 ft. of 3 inch fibre glass. 
Makes 200-3" x 1'/2" wicks or 100-3" x 3” 
aerating pads - the modem “crock” for 
flower pots. Wick feeding is considered a fj 
must by many growers of African violets and & 
similar house plants. Also for seed flats. 
Wrap-On Insulation ppd. or dealers $1. 


GRO- QUICKR| 


THE COMPLETE PLANT FOOD 


Does wonders for house plants. Great for 
transplanting — seed starting — rooting 
cuttings — open ground. For cut flowers. 
Use one teaspoonful per gallon of water 
1 Ib. makes 100 gal. nutrient solution. 
| pound ppd. if not at dealers $! 


VERMICULITE 


USE WITH OR WITHOUT SOIL 
@POTTING MEDIUM @BULB STORAGE 
@ROOTING CUTTINGS @®MULCH 
@SEED GERMINATION @GROWING MEDIUM 
@SOIL CONDITIONER FOR HYDROPONICS 
Vz peck $ 50 2 bushels $3.00 
'/. bushel 1.50 Prices are prepaid 


LIFETIME PLANT TIES ax 


For Those Who Want the Best. 


, 
“SEED ROW LINE # 
Green plastic coated copper 
wire is kind to plant stems. 


Simply cut wanted length with scissors ad . 
give a couple of twists. A sample is free. 


0 65 ft. for $1 Prepaid 0 225 ft. for $3. 


[ETI SQUzEz SeRay 




































This 6 oz. atomizing spray has 
everything. Compact — good-looking — 
handy to use with one hand. Unbreakable 
plastic will last years. Get two, | for misty 
water spray for leaves, | for insecticides. 
Ppd. price if not at dealers 85c 


BRONZE PLASTIC 
WATER-PORER \C™) 
This half pint Water-Porer is the handiest —— 


gadget you ever saw for watering house plants with- 
out spilling water. You will love it 


Postpaid price (if not at dealers) .................90¢ 
GRO-QUICK, 
352 W. Huron St., Chicago 10 


(J Enclosed is $. 
to pay for products checked. 


C) Send full information on products. 
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now reADY... Lhe Most Complete, Most Practical 
Handbook on African Violets Ever Published... 














Look at all the Useful and Detailed 
information This Book Gives You! 


What Are African 
Violets 

Early Development; 

Saintpaulia Compan- 

ions 


Growing Conditions 
Temperature and Hu- 
midity; How to Make 
the Air Humid; Ter- 
rariums for Saint- 
paulias 


Soils 

How to Make a Good 
Mixture; Compost 
and How to Make it; 
Importance of Soil 
Sterilization 





One step in the pollination 
of Saintpaulias; the re- 
moval of another prior to 
opening it to get pollen. 


Fertilizers 


Food in Liquid Form; 
Liquid Manure from 
Chemicals; Compen- 
sating for Food De- 
ficiencies Growing 
n Nutrient Solutions. 


Pots-& Potting 
Porous vs. Impervi- 
ous Pots. Art of Pot- 
ting, Repotting Na- 
ture Plants; Saint- 
paulias in a “Straw- 
berry Jar’. 


Trouble: Avoidance 
and Cure 

Petiole Rot; Disease 
Organisms; Nema- 
todes; Mildew; Mites; 
Selevation of the 
Soil; Mealybugs; 
Aphids or Plant Lice; 
Thrips; Springtails; 
Slack Gnatsor 
“Black Flies’’. 


General Care: Grow- 
ing for Exhibition 


Outdoors or Indoors 
for Summer? Prun- 
ing: Single or Multi- 
ple Crowns? Groom- 
ing Plants for Exhi- 
bition. 


Adding to Your 
Collection 


Patented Plants. 
Greenhouse Culture 
Potting Bench and 
Soil Containers; 
Propagation Space; 
Shading; Ventila- 
tion; Humidity. 


Propagation 

Leaf Cuttings; Stem 
Cuttings of Offsets; 
Division; Seeds. 


Species and Varieties 
of Saintpaulia 
Classification by 
Group; Beginner's 
Dozen; Similar and 
Synonymous Varie- 
ties; Fifty-Two for 
Collectors; Notes on 
Additional Varieties; 
Explanation of Tech- 
nical Terms; Pro- 
nouncing Guide etc, 





Removing an offset from 


a@ mature plant with a 
sharp knife. Offset may 
be rooted and potted later. 
If not removed now, it 
will become a crown later 
and may be separated by 
true division. 





BY AMERICA’S FOREMOST AUTHORITY! 
Montague Free’s 


ALL ABOUT 
AFRICAN VIOLETS 


The Complete Guide to Success with Saintpaulias 
WITH 111 PHOTOGRAPHS 


Specially made to illustrate Varieties and 


step-by-step culture and _ propagation 


AND 28 FULL-COLOR DRAWINGS 


A' last—the one long-awaited, complete and 
authoritative book on the most popular of all 
house plants is due from the press! Everyone 
who loves African Violets will welcome this 
lavishly illustrated “how-to” book explaining 
every step of their culture and propagation. 





Here is everything you want to know about 
Saintpaulias—proper growing conditions, soils, 
fertilizers, potting, watering, propagation, com- 


African 


jolets in a Straiwn- 
berry Jd? Four months after 
planting. Double Blue Boy, 


Rod- head Supreme, Lady 
Mv Lady Sue Rulfiee, Dating pests and diseases, growing for exhibition, 


( Illustration here is great- 


ly reduced from book.) greenhouse culture and much more. 


Montague Free, the author of this new book, was for 25 years 
Horticulturist for the Brooklyn Botanical Garden, and is now staff 
Horticulturist for The Home Garden Magazine. Many years of 
experience in growing and studying African Violets have given 
him an unequalled understanding of the plant and its require- 
ments. He covers every step for you in simple, non-technical style. 
The magnificent series of 111 specially-made photographs plus 28 
full-color drawings of characteristic flowers and leaves, showing 
the wide variations, leave no detail to the imagination. 


ORDER YOUR FIRST-EDITION COPY NOW FOR 
A FULL WEEK’S 


FREE TRIAL 


MAIL THIS COUPON 


American Garden Guild, 
Garden City, New York 


Inc., Dept. 11FG 


The demand for Montague 


‘ i ee > ‘ Please send me Montague Free’s new book “All 

Free’s ‘“‘All About African t About African Violets’. After I receive it, I may 

Violets’’ is quite heavy, and keep it 7 days, then return it if not fully pleased; 

gle ‘ ‘ q or send only $3.50, plus a few cents shipping cost, 

our first printing is going in full payment. 

fast. Order without delay. t 

You need send no money 7 7 Check here if you prefer to send $3.50 payment now, 
= . .. i shic "a8 il ay ship at. 

now. When the book arrives 1 in which case we will pay shipping cos 

read it a week without obli- a 

- P rs. 

gation and if not thoroughly i Ee ee ee eee eT 

delighted, return it and pay Q 

nothing. Otherwise remit | aditneine 

the low price of only $3.50, ‘ we ; 

lus a few cents postage. City & 

P ° P S | Ne ee eee re eee ee BORGO. cic vececcces 

Mail the coupon now. 

American Garden Guild, a []) Companion Volume: Check here if you would 
~ — ae also like Montague Free'’s popular “All About 

Inc., Garden City, New 4 House Plants” describing over 1,000 species and 

York. ' varieties for indoor growing Fully illustrated 


Same price and trial privilege. 

















Galvanized Steel 


GARDEN MARKERS 


with White Zinc Name Plates 


RUSTPROOF 
WETPROOF 
ROTPROOF 
Mark with 
a pencil 
Names 
stay on 


KNOW 
your 
FLOWERS 


Enjoy your 
garden more 


8 DIFFERENT STYLES 
A—GARDEN MARKER 


Our new 12 inch Hair Pin Type 


with a three inch lock rim Name Plate which 

can be removed and replaced in a jiffy. 
THE WHITE ZINC name plate can be marked 
on both sides, pencil marks stay for years. ¢ 
The stiff steel wire standards are easily stuck 
in the greund ¢ Look neat in the garden, nice 
for Iris, roses and tulips. 


Prepaid Doz. 60¢; 20 for $1.00; 100 for $3.50 
Extra lock rim name plates 112¢ each 


B—7 INCH LABELS Write 


Permanently mark trees, shrubs and plants. 
Pencil marks stay through rain and snow. 
Write on both sides: easily fastened by 
Wrapping around stalk or branch and folding 
end over. We have made these labels for years 
and have thousands of satisfied customers. 


Prepaid 25 for 40¢; 100 for $1; 500 for $4 


C—GARDEN MARKER “ouble 


Improved Shielded Name Plate 

With 9 inch Steel wire standards and horizontal 
WHITE ZINC NAME PLATE which may be 
marked on both sides. The wire frame permits 
use of under side for date or other memos. 
Slightly tilted for easier reading. Handy when 
planting bulbs, seeds and plants. You will like 
this improved marker. 

Prepaid Doz. 60¢; 20 for $1.00; 100 for $3.50 

Extra Zinc Plates Without Wire, 1¢ Each 


D— 11” SWINGING LABEL 


3 inch Zine Name Tab secured to 11° inch 
STEEL Standard, adjustable to flat position for 
easy reading When standing over it. Can be 
pushed down flat for winter, nice for tulips and 
other bulbs. Will be bright and legiblc when 
springtime comes, 
Doz. 40¢; 30 for $1.00; 100 for $2.50 
Special Weatherproof Pencil 10¢ 


E—11'2"" OK ROSE MARKER 


A new 1948 introduction. Large WHITE ZINC 
nime plate has wide flanges with four aceu- 
rately spaced holes through which stiff STEEL 
standards freely slide up over the tilt into se- 
cure position A new plate can be put on 
easily. The price is a little higher for this 
better marker but worth it 
Doz. 70¢; 18 for $1.00; 100 for $4.00 
Name plates without wire 2¢ each 


G 21” TALL for home garden 


easy to read 
Same name plate as OK ROSE (Replaceable) 
Single Wire Staff. For Tulips, Glads, Iris, Day 
Lilies, Tea Roses, showing well above foliage, 
no samples 


Prepaid 25 for $1.50; 100 for $4.80 


H—6" POT LABEL ‘5,gc%* 


Gardens 
USEFUL IN THE GREENHOUSE 
“Handy as a pocket in a shirt.’’ Penciled names 
defy moisture, heat and weather. Neat, Modest 
and Durable. Strong Steel wire sticker. White 
Zine name plate. Low cost permits generous use. 
Prepaid 40 for $1; 100 for $2.20 
Extra name plates not available 


J—4" VIOLET LABEL p,N°*., 


Made for African Violets and other small house 

ants. Useful to the hybridizers for labeling 

uttings. Pointed WHITE ZINC strip 7/16x4”. 
2 Doz 25¢ 100, 80¢ 1000, $5 


TRIAL KIT to a quaint new customers with 


our markers and labels we prepay Three each 
of A, C, D, E. H, and 258B together with a 
Weatherproof pencil all for $1.00 


ORDER NOW WHILE AVAILABLE 


EVERLASTING LABEL CO. 


Box 93 PAW PAW, MICH. 

















Eremurus From Seed 


Dear Editor: 

After several unsuccessful attempts in 
growing eremurus from seed, I now have 
five plants with spikes 6 feet tall! A 
packet of mixed eremurus seed was 
planted in October 1946 in a frame filled 
with silt from a creek bed. The little 
plants came up fairly early and some 
were touched with frost. In June they 
died down and I thought I had lost all 
of them. Fortunately, however, I had not 
disturbed the frame. In the spring of 
1948 seven eremurus plants came up and 
grew quite tall, dying down again with 
warm weather. During that summer | 
watered the frame when it appeared dry 
and pulled out the weeds. 

In 1949 one of the plants bloomed. It 
was a very short spike, but the color and 
daintiness of the individual florets de- 
lighted me. That fall I moved the plants 
into the main part of the garden. I 
learned that it is a good idea to soak 
the surrounding soil well before starting 
to dig, as the roots of eremurus are 
fleshy and brittle. I lost two plants in 
moving. but the other five did well and 
there were three spikes of bloom, two 
yellow and one white. I am hoping one 
of the other two may be pink. They win- 
tered well last year and came through a 
temperature of 26° below zero but were 
well covered with snow.—( Mrs.) A. H. 


Davipson, Westbank, B. C., Can. 


Prize-Winning Lily 


Dear Editor: 


I thought Flower GRowER readers 
might be interested in seeing a picture 
of my Lilium japonicum x auratum hy- 
brid which won a Special Award of Merit 
at the North American Lily Society show 
in New York last June. L. japonicum 
was the seed parent and L. auratum 
platyphyllum was the pollen parent. The 
cross was made in 1944 or 1945. The 
first bloom opened on July 5, 1950. The 
last bloom faded July 19. This year the 
blooming period was from June 26 to 





@ For information on 
Flower Grower Round Robins 
write Mrs. Mabel E. Wickman, director, 
1014 Churchill Avenue, Utica 4, N. Y. 

















R. M. Warner’s award-winning hybrid 


lily carried seven 84-inch flowers. 
July 10. This is a picture of this year’s 
best plant. It carried seven flowers with 
a diameter of 81% inches. I planned to 
show this spike at the show, but the 
first flower did not open until June 29, 
when the show was over. No bulbs of 
this new lily will be available commer- 
cially for four or five years.—Ratpu M. 
Warner, Milford, Conn. 


Family Peony 
Dear Editor: 

I have a peony in my garden which 
is older then I am (67). Father bought 
the plant before I was born and as each 
of the six daughters married he divided 
the root with them. Father passed away 
in 1896, but when I was married Mother 
gave me my plant.—Mrs. Daniev Krapr, 
Newark, Del. 


July Weathervane 


Dear Editor: 


I was so pleased with the “Goddess of 
Liberty” weathervane shown in the July 
“Weathervane” column that I cut one 
from aluminum and painted it in colors. 
I just discovered. too, that we had one 
like it here in Carlisle on the old Union 
Fire Company house. This is Carlisle’s bi- 
centennial year.—(Miss) Epna MILLER, 
Carlisle, Pa. 


Lily Articles 


Dear Editor: 

No doubt you receive many compli- 
ments on the quality of your magazin 
which, in my humble opinion, is t! 


(Continued on page 6) 
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BRECK’S 


RELIABLE SINCE 1818 





WINDOWSILL SUNSHINE PLANT SHELF 


GARDENING _ 





WINDOWSILL BULB GARDEN 


—FITS ANY WINDOW 


Actually doubles the capacity of your 
window garden and lifts plants into the 
sun. Excellent, too, for display of minia- 
ture figurines, bric-a-brac, etc. All-metal 
shelving enameled in attractive ivory, 
measures 4 inches wide, adjusts tele- 
scopically from 24 to 39 inches. At center 
window lock level, it ingeniously slides 
right into position without any screws; 
at windowsill, or any other height, it 
hooks into the little sideplates provided. 
Absolutely no interference with cur- 
tains. Two or three shelves per window 
are very effective. Unconditionally guar- 
anteed. An amazing value. 

i Order No. AP925 Each, $2.95 


NEW GIFT IDEAS FOR THE 


INDOOR GARDENER 


Here’s the most exciting assortment of new gift ideas ever 
offered to the Indoor Gardener by 134-year-old Breck’s! Every 
item is handpicked for value, quality and unusual gift appeal. 
All are backed by the century-old Breck tradition of “satisfac- 
tion guaranteed or money back.” Breck’s pays postage, guar- 
antees prompt shipment. Mail the coupon at once! 





Pots 


SELF-WATERING 
FLOWER POTS 


Plants grow healthier, look better— 
with no daily watering! These lovely 
Hamilton pots hold an ample reservoir 
of water in the base. Permanent spun 
glass wick scientifically feeds water to 
roots! No puddles, shriveled leaves, rot- 
ten stems or packed earth due to in- 
correct watering. Ideal for African 
Violets: Choice of Pink, Leaf Green or 
Emerald. Also included—free booklet, 





From the cream of the crop! Nios 
Five kinds of indoor growing 
bulbs that burst into large beau- 
tiful blooms right in your home! 
Easy to grow, they come with 
detailed growing directions for 
assured success. All top-size 
bulbs, attractively gift-packed! 
4 Paper White Narcissus, 4 Chi- 
nese Sacred Lilies, 1 White 
Calla, —— Calla, 1 Jumbo 
Amaryllis. 

Order No. FB75 $2.95 





MINIATURE WINDOWSILL TOOL SET 
This miniature windowsill tool set does 


the work of the garden-sized hoe, rake, 
shovel and roller. Perfect for fiower 





“Success With House Plants.” 41” 
Square Pot, Order No. AP201 — each 
$3.95 or 2 for $7.49. 
4” Round Pot, Order No. AP200—each 
$1.95 or 3 for $5.49. 








SPINNING WHEEL PLANTER 


An exact replica of the Colonial 
Spinning eel for unique and 
decorative planters of a or 
philodendron. 11” high, 9” long, 
with a 6” x 234” x 2” planting 
space. Train trailing plants over 
6” wheel that really turns. Every 
feature of old-time spinning 
wheel is captured with authen- 
ticity in this polished wood- 
grained Styrene reproduction. 





pots and window boxes! The scoop- 
tamper is 542” long; the trowel- 
oned of sturdy 


scratcher, 6” long. Fas 
ith a beautiful anodized gold 


$2.50 


metal w 
finish. Non-tarnishable. Set in 
gift box. Order No. AP350 


_ Boxed individually 
} Order No. APz210 2.50 














BIRD FEEDERS 


sii Mi aan ei ia 
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Now-— invite all the birds to a banquet at this 
cleverly-designed metal hanging feeder! Fin- 
ished in green baked enamel—14 canopy pro- 
tects birds and seeds from bad weather. Clear- 
view reservoir automatically drops seed into 
the feeding tray as birds eat to their heart's 
content. No danger of cats and squirrels harm- 
ing birds. Vinyl-edge ‘‘welcome mat”’ protects 


birds’ feet $4.95 


Order No. AE155 


COMMUNITY DINER 


Four-sided wooden feeder cram- 
med with 12 delicious tidbits. With 
perches on 2 sides for perching 
birds and 2 plain sides for cling- 
ing birds. 16” long — hangs any- 
where in your yard. Comes boxed 
with 24 extra tidbits. Plenty of 
room for lonely birds. Guaranteed 
to make any a pleasant 
and happy—and the birds will 


love you for it! 

Order No. ‘AE107 $2.65 
Without extra tidbits. 

Order No. AE123 $1.65 





CHICKADEE TID-BITS 


Assorted suet and seed or 
> pressed peanut in paper cups, 
’ as refills for Community Diner 
and others of our models. 1 
box (24 assorted cups). Order 


oe 1 25 


3 Boxes $3.50 





















WATERING 
DEVICES 





or mantel. 


to watch grow! 
Order No. FB71 


IMPORTED WOODEN SHOES 
WITH 2 QUALITY BULBS 


A real Dutch Treat for a flower lover 
which is sure to delight you! A pair 
of charming handmade wooden shoes 
imported from the land of windmills 
with a really delightful surprise in- 
side—two quality Paper White Narcis- 
sus bulbs ready to grow up into the 
brightest spot on your window shelf 
Packed with peers -like 
chips for guaranteed growing. Highly 
lacquered in a sauc 
are 712” long—actua 
for a child to wear. A colorful nov- 
elty that the whole family will love 


ity 


red, the shoes 
large enough 


2.95 











KEEP 
PLANTS 
WATERED 











* While You Are Away 


Plant Tenders sci- 
entifically feed 
water to potted 
plants when you 
are away on week- 
ends. Saves daily 
watering chores. 
Press pointed tube 
into soil and fill 
tumbler end with 
water. Moisture 
flows out of filtered 


pin hole as needed, directly to plant. Polysty- 


rene, 6” long. Order No. AZ558. 


Set of 3 


PLANT FOUNTAIN 


Here's a 


with a thousand 


find it just dandy for sprinkling Q\7/ 
plants and clothes. ; 
The long, removable neck makes 
it easy for you to water under- 
neath foliage and also those har 
to reach plants. All you have t 
do is press the bulb lightly and 
a fine spray descends 


seedlings, 


Capacity—8 oz. 
Order No. AZ790 


practical and really 
handy pliable rubber spra 


98c 


bulb 
‘ou'll 





uses! 


oy 


ike rain. 


$1.50 






BRECK’S 


OF BOSTON 


Send following, 


416 Breck Bidg., 
Boston 10, Mass. i 









postpaid and guaranteed. : 











gy Quen. Item Item No. Am't. fj 
Plant Shelf, $2.95 AP925 
Bulb Garden, $2.95 FB75 
Tool Set, $2.50 AP350 


bem ones Se es es 











Automatic Feeder, $4.95 AE155 

Community Diner AE107 
(with tid-bits), $2.65 

Community Diner (with-AE123 
out tid-bits), $1.65 


























Chickadee Tid-Bits AE102 
(Box of 24), $1.25, 
3 boxes, $3.50 

Self Watering Pots, AP201 
415” Square—$3.95, 
2 for $7.4 

Self Watering Pots, 4” AP200 
Round-—$1.95, 
3 for $5.49 

Wheel Planter, $2.50 AP210 

Wooden Shoes With 2. FB71 
Bulbs, $2.95 

Tenders, 3 for 98c AZ558 











Plant Fountain, $1.50 AZ790 








TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ 
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Introducing Self-Heading PHILODENDRONS 


P. WENDLANDI 
P. ORLANDO (HYBRID) 





P. WENDLANDI (1 year old) 


5” Pot size $6.50 ppd. 
(shipping size) 


25 Different Kinds of Philodendrons 





ee 
ane 


P. UNDULATUM 
P. FOSTERIANUM 


P. BIPINNATIFIDUM 
P. SELLOUM 


P. WENDLANDI 
(2 years old) 


Hybrid of Wendlandi 
5” pot size $7.50 ppd. 
(shipping size) 


which also includes many orchid plants for the home. 





P. ORLANDO (1 year old) 


Please send 25 cents for illustrated catalog 


The Philodendron of course—makes the perfect house plant—adding decorative charm to 
any home—the self-heading varieties especially as these grow in compact-formal shape and 
will not get out of hand as do vining types of Philodendron commonly used for house plants 


as P. Cordatum. 


A Philodendron Can Be Grown in Every Home 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 


P. O. Route 6 — Box 77 Box F 


South Jacksonville 7, Florida 








Planted in Vase—Ready to Grow! 


Three unusual bulbs that come complete in 
novel vase, planted, ready to grow. All you do 

is unwrap, add water and set in the window! 

You get vivid tuberous rooted BEGONIA, 
beautiful, newly popular GLOXINIA and 

giant mixed-color AMARYLLIS. Will grow 

and bloom indoors all winter, outdoors in spring. 
GIVEN: Giant Bi-color Mystery Bloom ‘‘Trumpet’’ bulb 
with each garden. A very good “‘buy’’ for $1. 2 gardens 
$1.75; 3 gardens $2.50. We pay postage on cash orders 
or sent COD plus postage. MONEY BACK GUARAN- 
TEE. Return at once for full refund if not pleased. Order 
a OWEN NURSERY, Dept. 899, Bloomington, 
llinois. 





‘ 





Complete ‘Living Room’ Garden 








No. 1. 2 Ib. box 20x9x4...... $2.75 
No. 2. 3 Ib. box 24x10x44. . . . $3.50 
No. 3. 5 Ib. in plain carton. . . 
12x61/2x30 
Shipped prepaid 
Send for our new Rose 
Catalog illustrated in color. 








Oregon Grown 


The ideal Christmas gift. 
Long branches carefully 
selected for perfection, 
loaded with bright scarlet 
berries clustered among 
dark green leaves. 


Freshly cut, treated to prevent dropping of leaves or berries during the 
holiday season. Packed in attractively illustrated gift boxes. 


22.1 0n ” 
GROWERS 


Box 5076 Portland 13, Oregon 

















Readers’ Own Corner 


(Continued from page 4) 


most authoritative, the most accurate and 
the most up-to-date source of gardening 
information available today. The fin 
articles on lilies in the August issue 
prompted me to write these few words o 
praise. I look forward to each new issu: 
as a college boy does to money fron 
home.—S. A. Harris, Mansfield, Ohio 


A Duteh Flower Market 
Dear Editor: 


One of the highlights of my European 
trip last summer was a visit to the color- 
ful flower market in Aalsmeer, Holland. 
This is a small village situated between 
Schevenigen (The Hague) and Amster- 
dam. We arrived at the flower market, 
which is a huge skylighted concrete 
building, to find the early-morning flower 
auction in progress. 

A Hollander who had spent two years 
in New Mexico took me through the mar- 
ket and told me about the different 
plants and flowers. They were indeed a 
wondrous sight to behold. Great bunches 
of rich yellow-gold 
gorgeous pink and red ones. Sweet peas 
and chrysanthemums of nearly every 
hue.—Mrs. Davin A. Statvey. Columbia, 


S. C. 


roses along with 





Medal for Peace Rose 





Dr. R. C. Allen, executive secretary of 
the American Rose Society, awarded its 
national Gold Medal to Robert Pyle, 
president of the Conard-Pyle Company, 
at left, on September 8, Red Rose Rent 
Day. in West Grove, Pa. It was pre- 
sented in recognition of the company s 
introduction of the rose Peace. which has 
won pre-eminence in American gardens. 
This rose was originated in France by 
Francis Meilland. Red Rose Rent Day is 
the 220th anniversary of a grant of land 
(now used for Star Rose Gardens) (0 
William Penn, grandson of the “founder 
of Pennsylvania.” for a yearly rental 
one red rose. 


Notice of Mr. Pyle’s sudden death u 
be found on page 8.—EbiToR 
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What's New 


Aids for 


Kasier Gardening 


OME PLANTERS 





Vitamuleh 


Here's a boon to the forgetful gar- 


dener! 


Vitamulched plants need only 


infrequent watering because this nat- 
ural yoleanic material has the ability 
to retain moisture and release it s owly. 
Vitamulch will not rot or deteriorate: 


it has a clean smell and 


appearance. 


This is a modern aid for planter use 
indoors, as well as outdoor gardening. 


(Desert Mulch Company. Los Angeles. 


Calif. ) 


Bird Feeder 
T ie 


above are enjoying Iunch from a Howes 


chickadee and myrtle 


Feeder The feeder 


No. 39, 





warbler 


comes 


stained forest green and is ready for 
use since it already has a suet Bird 


Attractor fastened inside. 


In addition. 


wien the Ambassador set is purchased. 
a full pound of sunflower seed and a 
la'ge bag of wild bird seed are included. 


T. please all birds. 
tractors, Norwalk, Conn.) 
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EXOTIC BROMELIADS 
DELIGHT PLANT FANCIERS 


If you want unusual tropical 
plants at everyday prices, CASTLES 
of FLORIDA can supply you. 


the Aechmea Hybrid 
Bromeliad, otherwise known as 
“Foster's Favorite’. With its lac- 
quered wine-red leaves (green at 
base) and midnight blue flowers 
it is easy to grow. An intriguing 
house plant to own. 

Order now and your plant, 10 
to 14 inches in height, will come 
from Mr. Foster's internationally 
famous collection, will 
cost you only........ $1.98 

Write for literature on other rare 

tropical plants picked, packed and 


priced to please the discriminating 
flower grower. 


CASTLES OF FLORIDA 
1060 Terrace Blvd., Orlando, Fla. 
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The Joy of: 
Flower Arranging 


Edited by Helen Van Pelt Wilson 


12 Gifted Arrangers Contributed 
To This Beautiful New Book 
Here is a fascinating new book on a 
favorite hobby—flower arrangement as a 
home art. There are 108 lovely. photo- 
graphic studies of flowers covering every 
month of the year. In most instances the 
plant materials used were grown in the 

arrangers’ own gardens. 

This book will give you inspiration for 
your club, church and flower show. If you 
are a beginner, you will find much practi- 
cal help in the descriptions which accom- 
pany each picture, with listings of the 
plants used, colors, containers and bases. 
256 pages. $3.95 


FLOWER GROWER 
BOOKSHOP, DEPT. B 


2049 Grand Central Terminal 
New York 17, N. Y. 





FLOWER Grower's GARDEN 











Enjoy FRESH LILY OF THE VALLEY 
For The Holidays! 





@ Even when your garden is covered with 
snow, you can have your own fresh 
flowers! These newly harvested Lily of 
the Valley Pips will bloom in your home in 
just 18 to 21 days. 


@ When spring comes, plant these same 
bulbs outdoors, and the following year 
these lovely flowers will blossom all over 
again in your garden. 


@ Bowls, in choice of mahogany or blond 
walnut finish baked enamel, can be used 
again after bulbs are removed. A wonder- 
ful idea for yourself . .. a delightful gift 
for your friends. 
Square container, (left) 5° #2 5” 
planted with 16 pips, $7.2 
Oblong container, (right) &” a 
planted with 18 pips, $8.95 
Pips separately, with planting 
material, $3.00 per dozen 


Mail Orders Filled Postpaid 


Max Schling Seedsmen, Inc. 


Madison Ave. near 59th St., New York 22, N. Y. 
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Brownell Roses 
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RED 
EVERBLOOMING 


QUEEN 0’ the LAKES 
AND OTHER SUB ZERO HYBRID 
TEAS & HARDY CLIMBERS 
50 VARIETIES 
Do you want your Roses to live thru 
Cold Winters and Hot Summers? 
No Replacement Expense! All the 
Beauty, Size, and Form of the best 
of Roses. They Bloom more. 

Send for pictured list 


BROWNELL ROSES 


LITTLE COMPTON, R. I. 














Beautiful flowers with rich, radiant 


colors can come only from rich 
healthy soil. Soil deficient in min- 
erals will not produce healthy radi- 
ant flowers. Bring out the rich, 
radiant beauty in flowers with an 
application of ES-MIN-EL to your 


soil. ES-MIN-EL contains the essen- 





tial mineral elements of Boron, 
Copper, Manganese, Zinc, lron and 
Magnesium. Mineralize your soil 


today! 


G 








SOIL APPLICATION 
You can now get ES-MIN-EL in 


dust form. ES-MIN-EL 


spray or dust is a neutral form of 


spray or 


Manganese, Copper and Zinc that 
can be applied directly to the 
growing plant. If your soil has not 
been mineralized feed these min- 
erals to your plants through the 
ke} * SON 

A ja | 
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leaves and stems. 
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| i Free Sooklet 
Send card or letter to Tennessee 


Corp., Grant Building., Atlanta, 
Georgia or Lockland, Ohio. 





TENNESSEE QU CORPORATION 
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The Glossy Abelia 


White, pink-flushed 


flowers, right, 


from June to 


fall make the glossy abelia useful in many places. 


HE abelias. Asiatic and Mexican 

shrubs of the honeysuckle family, 

were named in honor of Dr. Clarke 
(bel, an English botanist and physician. 
He accompanied Lord Amherst on his 
embassy to China in 1816 and described 
many Chinese plants. None of the sev- 
eral species are reliably top-hardy in 
northeastern parts of the United States. 

They were first introduced into Eu- 
ropean gardens in 1844. In 1845 the 
Italian nurserymen Rovelli Brothers pro- 
duced a hybrid between the evergreen 
A. chinensis and the deciduous Mexican 
A. uniflora. This proved to be notably 
hardier and more vigorous than either 
of the parent species, and is to this day 
the best and most widely cultivated of 
the abelias in northeastern gardens. In 
the course of years it appeared in litera- 
ture under various names; but it is now 
generally known as A. grandiflora, the 
glossy abelia, so named by the late Al- 
fred Rehder. : 

This hybrid has been found to be a 
so-called tetraploid—that is. one in which 


the normal number of chromosomes is 


doubled. Such an occurrence often re- 
sults in markedly increased vigor. It 


seems that subsequent to 1845 other hy- 
brids of the same parentage were raised 
elsewhere, probably not tetraploids. and 
are not widely. if at all, cultivated in 
this country today. 


A Cut-Baeck Shrub 


Abelia grandiflora should be evalu- 
ated not from a viewpoint of its top- 
hardiness, but rather for its performance 
as a so-called cut-back shrub. Its stems 
usually do not, or only partly. survive 
above ground in northern gardens. But 
even if they survive after a mild winter 
it is best to cut them mere 
stubs in the early spring. So treated, 
the plant will renew itself from its base 
every summer, forming an attractive. dif- 
fuse bush about 2 feet high, with stems 


down to 


more than 3 feet long, splashed outward. 
The slender pointed leaves soon be- 
come dark green and glossy. and begin 
to bronze toward early autumn. remain- 
ing that way in good condition well into 
winter. From mid- to late June on into 
late fall, clusters of white, pink-flushed, 
bell-shaped, somewhat fragrant flowers 
are borne at the ends of short lateral 
growths. They are not impressive indi- 
vidually, but pretty on the bush. Even 
the dry, brownish seed capsules, sub- 
tended by rosy-colored sepals, remain 
subtly decorative into winter. 
Throughout the summer and 
winter it is a sparkling, diffuse and yet 
inconspicuous shrublet, acceptable prac- 
tically everywhere. Few other shrubs 
flower so continuously and are effective 


into 


over so long a period. 
Many Garden Uses 


All the more because there aren't too 
many good low-growing shrubs. a shrub- 
let of this general description finds all 
manner of garden uses, wherever it will 
thrive. It is not at all finicky as to soil, 
and succeeds well in any well-worked, 
reasonably good garden or border soil. 
It endures light overhead shade. but de- 
velops its best coloring in full sunlight. 
Yet it should not be planted in sun- 
parched situations. A northern’ or 
northeastern exposure is ideal. 

It serves admirably as a more or less 
casual small filler shrub between 
greens in a foundation area. Its near- 
evergreen foliage provides a good transi- 
tion between deciduous things and such 
evergreen shrubs as Pieris japonica and 
Rhododendron carolinianum. It looks 


ever- 


well, also, in the foreground of the 
shrub border. 
One of its most important uses 


that of a groundcover. higher and mor 
sparkling than, for instance. periwink|: 
in solid strips, beds or panels. For suc! 
use it is not outdone by any other mat 
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ial. It also makes a pretty informal li Fi Id’ 
de enry Field's ’ 


Abelia grandiflora is reliably root- 


ardy as far north and inland as the | FLUFFY RUFFLES FERN 


eee p seggalinatesat _ = The most beautiful, useful house fern you can buy ; 
, c The long fronds are daintily frilled and cut until * 


ive of all available small shrubs for nite Gili a dates dhaes aft dlinenick Min Gee 


the home landscape.» A mature plant gets to be 18 to 24 inches high * 
and 2 to 3 feet across. Ferns do not like sunlight game 
so you can easily find a dozen sunless places *; 
in your home where ‘Fluffy Ruffles’ will add 
Henry a touch of charm. No. 2N264M. Only 45c¢ each; 
Field 3 for $1.19, postpaid to your door. 



















BEAUTIFUL $490 
FERNS for only onip 


No. 2N557XM 
1 BOSTON FERN. Has a rich, dark 
green color. Likes light but not sun. 
1 LACE FERN ( Asparagus plumosus). 
Makes a beautiful deep green pot 
plant. Also useful in bouquets, cor- 
sages. 
1 FLUFFY RUFFLES FERN. One of the 
most beautiful of all ferns. 

















Robert Pyle 


@ Robert Pyle, president of the Con- 
ard-Pyle Company, West Grove, Penn- 
sylvania, and one of the world’s out- 
standing rosarians, died suddenly on 
September 28th at the age of 74 
During his career, Mr. Pyle held 
high office in many leading _horti- 
cultural organizations. At various 
times he was president, vice-president 


and executive secretary of the Ameri- | Colorful SULTANAS 


can Rose Society; trustee and vice- 





Delightful TABLE FERNS 


These different litle ferns make ideal table 
decorations and ornaments. 

1 Cut Leaf. Bright green foliage on brown stems. 
1 Cactus Fern. An odd little fern, but pretty. 
1 Holly Fern. Leaves are dark green and shiny. 
1 Wimsett Fern. Fronds cut into Pores streamers. 


for $ 
] ect OF au A a =. 2N52IXM 






























































reside . / eles - They Bloom in Winter T 
pre side nt of the All-America Rose These’ brighe aa dame nll I HENRY FIELD Seed & Nursery Co. pp depen no 
Selections; president and trustee of plants bloom the year around. §f/ 908 Oak St., Shenandoah, lowa No C.0.0. please; tt 
the National Association of Plant on't pamper them—they thrive t often delaye delivery 

. a in all sorts of house conditions. Please send me and we like your plants 
Patent Owners: and chairman of the They also are good planted inthe Jj = cash ven tk Ge 
committees on Arboretums and United garden or porch box during the | fresh. 

- ‘ : 3 summer, making a good-sized 

Horticulture of the American Associa- plant loaded with blossoms. | Check here and we ; 
; lurseryme » was ols d you FRE 
tion of Nurseryme ne He wa also a 1 Walle 2 Salman ? mee) . 4 ee ee 
member of the Advisory Council of 1 Variegated Leaf with r big, beautiful, full color § 
the National Arboretums, co-founder flowers 80-page Spring: 1952 
and charter member of the American All 4 ~~ b. ppd. : catalog of seeds and nur- ; 
Association of Botanical Gardens and - i ‘ 
Ashore and wae the z All Henry Field House Plants NAME aadea 

rboretums, and was the founder of are healthy, clean plants free § + 
United Horticulture. oS Gece oat See, Se ‘ Aoeness__ P 

He was president of the American MONEY BACK. ee _L 


Horticultural Society, and this year 
and for many years past represented 
the American Rose Society as judge 
at the International Rose Contest at 
Bagatelle, France. He was author of 
the first 16 editions and joint author 
of the later editions of “How To Grow 
Roses,” and since 1927 editor of 
Success With Roses. 

In 1947 he was decorated by the | 
Grande Duchess, Charlotte of Luxem- 
bourg, and had received gold medals 
from both the American Rose Society 
and the Men’s Garden Clubs of Amer- 
ica. These were awarded for his in- 
troduction of the hybrid tea Peace. 
Through this and many other out- 
standing rose introductions his name 
has become known to gardeners every- 
where. 

















One of the easiest and loveliest cacti to grow. Especially 
suited to small bowls or pots. No special care required. 
Begins to bloom about Easter and continues to bloom 
intermittently for several months. Easter Lily Cactus has 
beautiful, large pink and white flowers with widely frilled 
petals 6 to 10 inches long. 


3 Easter Lily Cactus Plants a 
Sent to you Postpaid 
BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO., 929 £., GALESBURG, MICH. 
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LEAL 


WEST 


SNAP.CUT 
ACTION 


Seymour Smity 


Swop Gt’ pruner 


_——- , ¢8 
uaatily /00C3 SD 


2 sizes— 
8" ($2.75) 
6" ($2.10) 





Not an idle boast! For over 100 years we ve 
been making garden tools—not as a side line 

but as the life work of four generations of 
Yankee craftsmen. The famous ‘“Snap-Cuts” 
embody everything we've learned in a full 
century. 

The “Snap-Cuts” out-cut any other pruner 

and out-sell all others, too! A sharp, 
tempered steel blade operates on a soft, non- 
dulling metal anvil. You snap °4” branches 
with ease. It will amaze you 


Yours, with our compliments, 


this brand new 28-page book on 
how to prune to improve health, 
beauty and yield—a gift to each 
purchaser of a Seymour Smith 
garden tool. Simply mail us cou- 
pon packed in box We send book 
postpaid, without charge. Or, mail 
coupon below with 10¢ to factory. 
VISIT YOUR LOCAL DEALER TODAY—Remember 
the name—SEYMOUR SMITH “Snap-Cut”. Look for 


the name on the tool. There is NO‘ ‘equivalent’ of the 
**Snap-Cut”. 


Seymour Smit 


Seymour Smith & Son, Inc., Oakville, Conn. 












“Lightning” “Ezy-Cut" Grass 
SS Hedge Shears Shears. So 
ars #A54-9 perfect you 
can cut a 
Made like a — aaiv’ 
tailor's M an Tm, 
scissors! #257 ae 




















| SEYMOUR SMITH & SON, INC. 
11711 Main St., Oakville, Conn. 
| Sirs: Enclosed find 10¢ for which please send 
| your new book “‘How to Prune’ 
(Please write your name and address 
| in marain of paae.) 





4 ~ 
Jay E. Mayerberg’s arrangement won the H. T. Rayne placed red carnations in a 
first prize. The bird’s plumage has red polished jodphur boot. This hunting 
of tulip and green of begonia foliage. seene won second place in the show. 


“FOR MEN ONLY" 


Here’s a flower show in which the 


men walked off with the honors! 


WAY with flowers? Why that’s no Each arrangement suggested a_ hobby 


longer the specialty of the garden Mrs. Gerald Taylor, chairman of the 
club ladies. Gentlemen gardeners, too, show. reported that applications for the 
are trying their hand at arrangements— picture frames used for the exhibits in 
with outstanding success. this class were filled long in advance. 
This flower show was sponsored by This shows, she says. the desire on the 
the Spade and Trowel Garden Club of | part of the gentlemen to display their 


Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. at the choice horticultural specimens and their 





New Century Clubhouse. The winning ability to make a very pleasing picture. 
exhibits in the men’s arrangement class. Proceeds of the flower show went to the 
“Leisure Hours.” are shown on this page. veterans’ hospital at Valley Forge 
Photos by Hilda Ferguson Hampf 
An antique container holds Judas tree, William T. Searlet’s arrangement, give! 
lilac and bleeding heart. This third- honorable mention, featured  yello 
place winner was by Lewis Cauffman. primroses., old glass. an antique map 
10 Flower Grower @ November, 195! 
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By 


LESTER 


AY I emphasize again the value to 
West Coast gardeners of member- 
ship in a specialized plant society? 

[he number of these increases every year. 
The plant society beckons the amateur 
along the way and widens his horizon. 
It urges the advanced grower to further 
efforts and reveals to him the fact that 
the more he knows the more he knows 
he doesn’t know. Good fellowship makes 
for glad gardening and the cozy feeling 
of belonging. 

You realize the benefits of coopera- 
tion when you unite with others who are 
working along the same lines. Perhaps 
you can attend regional meetings on the 
subject of your chosen plant or shows 
at which specimens of your pet plant are 
exhibited. Perhaps the society publishes 
a bulletin giving the experiences of mem- 
bers. Each member rates a copy and 
the opportunity to contribute manu- 
scripts. The bulletin gives cultural in- 
structions, as well as expert advice on 
growing. 


Southern California 


One of the plant societies active in 
Southern California and in Florida is 
the Bromeliad Society. The bromeliads 
belong to the pineapple family and are 
natives of warm countries. Among the 
best known bromeliads are the billber- 
gias, of which there is a wide choice on 
the market. In a subtropical climate these 
may be grown in the ground and out- 


doors in containers, on logs. or trees, 
much as orchids grown in the wild. 
Good drainage is essential to their well- 


the soil should be a mixture of 
peat, leafmold and sphagnum moss. If 
grown outdoors, they should have filtered 
light; they make excellent plants for 
a lathhouse or shaded glass house. When 
growing them on a tree branch or log, 
tie the roots on and cover with moss. 
Billbergia forms a rosette of stiff leaves 
from which hangs the flower stalk, showy 
with conspicuous bracts spreading from 
above the cluster of bloom. Water them 
from above so as to keep the cup formed 
by the erect leaves full of moisture. 


being; 


California Fog Belt 


[| have had many queries about the 
herb garden in Fogland. Since most 
herbs need sun and some heat. the Fog 
Blt is not the ideal climate for them. 
Basil, for instance. which is particularly 
oO 


good for making vinegar, must have sun 
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ROWNTREE 


and warmth. Burnet, on the other hand, 
revels in cool, foggy summers and vigor- 
ously perpetuates itself all over the 
place. I use it in salads, for its pretty 
leaves taste strongly of cucumber. Mint 
does all right as long as it gets lots of 
water. Pot marjoram will run wild if 
given the chance, but sweet marjoram 
is less rampant. All the thymes need 
water and what sun you can give them. 
Bulbous herbs (shallots, garlic, etc.) 
are continually infested with aphids and 
need constant mothering. Most annual 
herbs, except basil. are a success. 


Sacramento and 
San Joaquin Valleys 


When doing your November planting, 
remember that these plants need less 
water than many plants grown in the 
Big Valley: rudbeckia, Shasta daisy, 
helenium, salvia, helianthus, eryngium, 
dianthus, echinops, heliopsis, penstemon, 
platycodon, hemerocallis and some 
veronicas. Many of these will take part 
shade in the Big Valley. If you are 
speedy, there is still time to put in 
Gladiolus tristis. Give it slight shade 
and put it where you will be able to en- 
joy its late fragrance, because it is late 
afternoon before this 2-foot spike of 
deep creamy flowers pours forth its de- 
licious scent. Give the corms light soil. 


Pacifie Northwest 


Six-foot Fabiana imbricata was a 
favorite shrub in early California gar- 
dens. but it is now rarely found either 
in gardens or in nurseries. These days, 
one must go to the Northwest to see it. 


The bush belongs to the nightshade 
family (a name which seems to spread 
alarm. although few nightshades are 
poisonous). It looks more like a tall 


white heath, with long, tubular flowers 
crowding the ends of short branches in 
May and June. 

In some the Northwest, 
gladiolus bulbs are left in the ground all 
winter. In colder where the 
corms are dug, some gardeners smother 
them in sand in January and keep them 
well moistened. By the end of February 
—or as soon as it is safe to plant the 
corms—they will be plump and have be- 
gun to sprout and will bloom very early. 
This plan is followed by gardeners in 
the mildest sections of Vancouver Island. 
In Oregon and Washington spring comes 
a little later.» 


sections of 


sections, 
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AFRICAN 
' Violets 


Sturdy and well grown 
plants. Shipped in 
clay pots. Labelled 
and postpaid. Safe 
delivery guaranteed. 





Nice 6 mo. old plants in 21% inch pots 
$1.50 each @ 6 for $7.00 


White Prince, Blue Eyed Beauty, Red King, 
Purple Prince, Ruffels, Double Neptune, 
Blue Warrior, Pink Girl, Sailor Girl, Violet 
Beauty, Purple Girl, Periwinkle, Jessie. 

(We do not ship Violets in Dec.) 
Send for list of 

‘ Ideal Christmas Gifts 

Suitable for your garden and plant loving 


friends. We can mail direct to your friends 
and include a nice gift card. 


WIK-FED POTS 


Colorful and Practical 


Ideal for African Violets 


Self watering, sub- 
irrigating pots with 
reservoir base. Made 


of an easily cleaned 
plastic. Spun glass 
wick feeds water and 
plant food from the 
reservoir. Violets and 
other indoor plants 
thrive in these pots. 
Offered in two sizes, 
4” and 5”. Choice of 
7 shades—ivory, pink, 
pastel blue, yellow, 
red, marble green and 
marble lavender. All 
with black base. 





Order the Size and Colors You Want 


Each 3 pots 6 Pots 
4” pots $1.15 3.25 6.00 
5” pots $1.50 4.25 8.00 


The large size holds twice as much soil as the 
4 inch size. Instruction sheet with each order. 


SHIPPED POSTPAID 
Very acceptable Christmas Gifts 


PROP-R-FED 
PLANTERS 





WINDOW SILL SIZE 


Beautiful colors, modern design. Self-water- 
ing and feeding. Water and plant food are 
placed in the bottom tray. PROP-R-FED 
PLANTERS are 32 inches wide, 31/2 inches 
deep and 8 inches long. Will support two 
African Violet plants nicely. Made of plas- 
tic. Strong, light, easily cleaned. 

COLORS:—cherry red, lemon yellow, forest green, 
old bronze, chartreuse. State choice when ordering. 
$1.00 each @ 3 for $2.75 @ 6 for $5.25 

SHIPPED POSTPAID 


Ohio customers add 3% Sales Tax 
Nice Christmas Presents:—We will mail 


Pots and Planters direct to your friends 
and include a nice Christmas Card. 


THE HARMON NURSERY 


Box F Prospect, Ohio 
Open every week day. Closed on Sunday 


























ORCHIDS 


ARE EASY TO GROW 
IN YOUR HOME! 


Many orchids can be grown under 
the same conditions and right along 
with your other house plants. Most 
of them need light and humidity, 
but no special equipment is nec- 
essary. Here is a group recom- 
mended for beginners, all of which 
will bloom within the next few 
months. 


LADYSLIPPER ORCHIDS 


Cypripedium insigne: The flower is apple 
green with brown-purple spots and the lip 
is yellow green shaded with brown. To 
bloom during November and December 

each $5.95 
Cypripedium insigne var. Harefield Hall: 
One of the best of the insigne varieties. 
Flowers are large, dorsal sepal large and 
round with broad white margin and large 
bright brown spots. To bloom in Novem- 
ber and December ans ..each $7.95 
Cypripedium fairieanum: One of the most 
attractive of the Lady Slippers. Flowers 
light green with violet, lip white at base, 
green at apex. To bloom. in November 

each $6.50 
NOTE: All of the Cypripedium blooms are 
very long lasting, sometimes remaining in 
perfect condition on the plant for six weeks. 


SPRAY ORCHIDS 


Dendrobium nobile: Considered the best of 


the Dendrobium species. Two or three 
flowers to a stem, white with amethyst. 
Early summer is the blooming time 


each $5.95 
Epidendrum atropurpurea: Flowers 2” to 
3” across, borne on stout racemes of 5 to 15 
flowers. Sepals and petals green and choc- 
olate brown. Lip pure white with a bright 
crimson central blotch. each $7.95 


SHOWY CATTLEYAS 


Cattleya percivalliana: The Christmas Or- 
chid, can be depended on to give blooms at 
Holiday time Dark orchid color with 
darker lip. These plants make wonderful 
Christmas gifts. I will reserve them for 
you and ship when you want them 

each $7.50 
Cattleya trianae: A fine winter blesmnion 
variety of light orchid color with darker 
lip. Usually blooms from December to Feb- 
ruary ‘ ree ae 5 eac 7.5 
Cattleya mossiae: A near Easter rll ec 
species that is very popular. A rose color 
crisped petals, center purple, variegated 
with violet, throat yellow lined with pur- 
ple crimson ce be ..each $7.50 

Cultural instructions will be furnished 
with each order. 


AND MANY MORE— 


My catalog contains many more species 
and a large group of fine hybrid seedlings 
in sizes from 2” pots to blooming size. I 
will be glad to send it on request. 

Satisfaction is guaranteed. All shipments 
are carefully packed and sent express col- 
lect unless otherwise instructed. Terms 
cash with order. 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ 


Monroe Dept. A Michigan 
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Southern Gardens 


By JULIA LESTER DILLON 


ULIPS and hyacinths are now the 

number-one item on the planting 

schedule. The May-flowering tulips, 
Darwins and Breeder types should head 
the list. After the spring gold of the 
daffodils the soft colors of these bulbs 
are welcome. Tulips planted 12 or 15 
inches deep in sandy soil and 8 to 10 
inches deep in good loam will bloom 
year after year. Hyacinths should be 
used as accents in formal garden beds 
or for lines of color in the borders. A 
beautiful formal garden can be evolved 
by filling the beds with deep violet hya- 
cinths and covering the ground with 
yellow pansies. Blue hyacinths and 
yellow pansies are good together, too. 


GROUNDCOVERS for bulb beds? Use 
pansies and violas. Get good well-rooted 
stock and put them out this month where 
you wish to grow them. Self colors are 
more effective than mixed plantings. 
They make good contrasts with hemero- 
callis, used in masses of blue or viviet 
or heliotrope and white. 


LILIES—L. centifolium and the Croft 
hybrids—are ready to be planted. L. 
tigrinum and L. auratum may be put in. 
The soil should be porous and care should 
be taken that they do not get too much 
moisture. Mulch with peatmoss. 


BULBOUS IRIS should be planted 
now. The Dutch and Spanish types are 
effective in large or small gardens. They 
come up in very early spring and bloom 
year after year without fail. 

Siberian, spuria and. Louisiana _ iris 
carry on for many long months, continu- 
ing through the summer heat as well as 
the showers of early spring. These. as 
well as the large I. ochroleuca and I. 
kaempferi, require moist — situations. 
Water can be supplied by a stream from 
a hydrant into a low spot where there is 
plenty of good humus. They should not 
be allowed to dry out, 


ROSES must be ordered now and 
planted late this month. If they arrive 
while the weather is hot and dry. heel 
them in a trench and wait until frosts 
and rains come. We used to think it 
was better to plant roses in February 
and March. but experience has proved 
that those planted in late November or 
early December will grow and bloom 
better than those planted later. Give 
them good soil and heel it up around 
the stems until the new 
strong and heavy. 


shoots are 


Climbing roses of many types aré 
assets in gardens and parks, so spec- 
tacular are they in their constant dis 
play. If you remove the flower clusters 
as they fade, they will rebloom often 
through the summer. The American Ros: 
Society will help you keep up with th 
rose news of the world. Their Annuc 
and bimonthly magazine are standard 
aids for rosarians everywhere. For in 
formation write Dr. Ray C. Allen, 131¢ 
Derry Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 

In the fall of 1949 a fire burned many 
of my shrubs and my Spanish Beauty 
(Mme. Gregoire Staechelin) rose. In 
stead of digging up the Chinese holly, 
tea olives and the rose bush, we _ just 
removed the dead canes. No damage 
seems to have been done to the plants. 
The rose was left alone after the initial 
pruning. This spring flowers of great 
size and beauty appeared in great num- 
bers, draping the house from the eaves 
to the ground. 


CONIFERS, broad-leaved evergreens 
and deciduous shrubs may be put in late 
this month. Study your garden space and 
decide on a plan which gives privacy 
and frames your house in beauty all 
year round. It is hard to decide on which 
flowering trees to use, but it all depends 
on the space you can give to them. With 
evergreens as a background, you can 
fill in with crabapples and plums and in 
the spring with dogwoods and redbud. 


DECIDUOUS WINTERSWEET or 
Chimonanthus (Meratia) praecox. is a 
must for those who like fragrance in 
vases as well as in the garden. It grows 
into quite a large shrub and takes up 
much room, but from late November to 
early spring. no matter how severe the 
weather, there are small creamy yellow 
“roses” on the bare brown stems daily. 
These flowers have a heavenly sweetness 
and bloom in time for Christmas. Their 
range is from the southeast coast up 
to North Carolina. In China it is grown 
in Shanghai, which has severe winters. 


TEA OLIVES are musts for their 
aroma also. Varieties Osmanthus for- 
tunei and QO. fragrans are choice. Hard) 
and long-lasting, they provide bright 
berries in winter. Fall foliage may ! 
enjoyed everywhere now. Ginkgos ar 
golden, maples offer shades of scarlet 
and ruby. plums and sweet gums addi! 
their own tints. Chrysanthemums ar 
everywhere in radiant, soft colors—e! 
riching November gardens. 
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New Books 


By ESTHER C. GRAYSON 


THE HYDRANGEAS by Michael Ha- 
worth-Booth, F.L.S. Illus. 200 pages. 
The Macmillan Company. $4.75. 


An English book, “The Hydrangeas” 
is a pleasant volume to hold and to study, 
with readable print and handsome photo- 
sraphic illustrations. Beginning with the 
history of the hydrangea, the author goes 
on to describe the many species, their 
cultivation and the named varieties de- 
rived from each. There are chapters on 
breeding, culture, propagation, pests 
and the use of the hydrangea as a garden 
shrub and as .a pot plant. 


FLOWERS AND TABLE SETTINGS 
by Julia S. Berrall. Illus. 96 pages. 
Studio Publications-Crowell. $5.00. 


This is an arrangement book to own. 
not just to glance through; it contains 
more “meat” for the hostess-arranger 
than several former books on the subject 
put together. In a workmanlike manner 


the author gives equal weight in her 
discussions to each phase—the room 


where the table is to be laid, the choice 
of china or earthenware. glass, silver and 
linen. After these basic matters have 
been considered, floral decorations re- 
ceive their share of space. Mrs. Berrall 


discusses containers, candiesticks. flow- 


ers, fruits, foliage, accessories and mak- 
ing and placing of arrangements. 

There is a brief section on the prin- 

ciples of flower arranging as well as a 
(Continued on next page) 


Roche, Studio-Crowell 

children’s party 
featuring an ivy-ringed Maypole is in- 
ciuded in “Flowers and Table Settings.” 


centerpiece for a 
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RUSHED FRESH FROM HOLLAND BY AIR EXPRESS 
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(Helleborus Niger Altifolius) 
The Miracle Flower of Winter 


Christmas Roses stay green all 
year ‘round. Winter's cold does- 
n't hurt them. A day or two of 
winter sun brings out a profusion 
of blooms — even in the snowl 
Order by mail today! 


MY GUARANTEE TO YOU... 


Your money promptly refunded 
if you're not delighted — even 
after blooming! 





<“y ONLY 


oy 


Jack Hurd 








Roses 


SWILL BLOOM OUTDOORS 
I 


OCTOBER TO MARCH 


EACH 


Postpaid 





3 for $3, Complete with Planters 
For a show of lovely white and yellow 
blooms and abundant green foliage, 
plant indoors or outdoors. Order 
several...for your garden...as a 
Christmas centerpiece ...as gifts. 
After blooming indoors they ‘can be 
moved into your garden where they 
will soon bloom again. 

FREE with every $3 worth you or- 
der, I'll include a rare, imported in- 
door-blooming Chinese Sacred Lily. 


RIVERSIDE 
GARDENS 


Route 9, Box 4, Oswego, Ore. 
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Oregon Grown 


KING 
ALFRED 


The true “King” of all the Daffodils 
Here for the first time RICH’s offer you a 
spectacular savings on the top favorite of 
the cut flower trade. Deep golden yellow 
flowers on stiff stems up to 16”. Guaranteed 
to bloom. Bulbs 144%” diameter. Look at this 
price: 100 bulbs $3.95. Each additional 
100 @ $3.50, all pospaid of course. 

Rich’s personal Daffodil selection: 5 of 

the best hand mixed varieties including 

Trumpet, Red Cup, ete. 25 Bulbs $1.35 

100 Bulbs $5.00 1000 Bulbs $45.00 

Red Emperor Tulips 

This is the world’s largest Tulip, Enormous 
fiowers often 5” high and 9” across on long 
strong stems. They bloom very early and 
the color is the richest shade of glowing 
scarlet imaginable with yellowish base. We 
believe the Red Emperor to be the most 
beautiful tulip under cultivation. 
10 Bulbs $1.00 100 Bulbs $9.75 
1000 Bulbs $23.75, all postpaid of course. 


Send for our Catalog. 


RICH & SONS NURSERY 
Route 4, Hillsboro, Oregon 











This book with 150 photos tells and 
shows all you need to know about 
the new rage in home decoration. 





THE ART O 


DRIFTWOOD 


AND DRIED ARRANGEMENTS 
By TATSUO ISHIMOTO. The author of The 


Art of Flower Arrangement explains the 
simple principles that will make you an 
expert in bringing exciting new beauty to 
your home. How to select and use the best 
materials, with or without flowers, plants, 
stones, containers. 150 master arrangements. 
Easy, step-by-step instructions. Only $2.95 

Order from CROWN PUBLISHERS, Dept. 
AD-T, 419 4th Ave., N.Y. 16. Save postage 
by remitting now. Refund in 10 days if not 
delighted. 








Waxyside ¥ CEN g(a — 
| ‘ () : 
Ways tde Ronswtina 


AUTUMN 
PLANTING 


Never before has Wayside Gardens been 
able to present so many splendid, top-notch, 
choice new varieties. 128 pages of colorful 
illustrations and accurate descriptions of the 
world’s finest new bulbs, roses, shrubs and 
hardy plants. 


Wayside i 1951 Tulip ixture. 


Superb mixture of big, beautiful, top-quality, imported 

tulips in a harmonius blending of colors and graceful 

shapes. This outstanding annual offer cannot be dupli- 

cated elsewhere at double the prices shown. Designed to William Tell 

give all the best varieties at attractive savings. Order these Boctian ew gieee tolip— 36" 
superior, prize tulips today and avoid disappointment. high. Re raspberry- gd oll 


: ee . a side, rich rose-pink inside with 
Top Size Bulbs of Wayside Tulip Mixture Sdlike aiaciot andl Glial ceniiaden, | 


50 bulbs $6.50; 100 bulbs $12.00; 250 bulbs $28.00. Doz. $2.50; 100, $16.50 











Sone FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG | 


Unquestionably, this 1s the finest catalog offered anywhere. 128 lovely pages 
filled with exctting new introductions and worthwhile old favorites, fully listed 
and illustrated in ''true-to-life’’ colors. This splendid reference book contains 
explicit cultural directions and helpful garden hints. To be sure you get your copy, 
st 1s necessary that you enclose with your request 50¢, coin or stamps, for postage 
and handling costs. 


70 MENTOR AVE. 














FEEDS the PLANTS 


AND j 


PROTECTS (Kills or Repels) 
Many INSECTS such as 


3S AFRICAN VIOLET MITE 
% RED SPIDER 
APHIDS 
# MIDGE AND *}* THRIP, ETC. 


@ e 
AFRICAN VIOLET ULERY'S BLUE Giet 
and 


Just place KAPSULATE on the potted soil OTHER FLOWERS AND PLANTS 








Use KAPSULATE once every 3 months and Feed KAPCO Liquid Fertilizer every 2 weeks 





APPROVED BY AUTHORITIES. Available at your Favorite Seed, Hardware, Florist or Variety Store. | 
FLOWER GROWER SPECIALS 


20-0z. size 15-30-15 All Soluble Liquid Fertilizer Regular $1.35 (for feeding African Violets & 

other house plants) and 2 Boxes Kapsulate (36 capsules) Regular $2.50, All for TWO DOLLARS 
or 

7-oz. size 15-30-15 All Soluble Liquid Fertilizer Regular $.50 and 1 Box Kapsulate (18 capsules) 

Regular $1.25. Total Value $1.75, All for ONE DOLLAR. 


KELLY AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS CO. 


DEPARTMENT A McKEESPORT, PENNSYLVANIA | 


discussion of practical tips and mechan 
cal aids. The construction of a tab 
arrangement to be viewed from tw 
sides is clearly illustrated, and there a: 
valuable lists of garden flowers an 
florists’ flowers, foliage and dried mat 
rial. Other chapters deal with arrang 
ments for holidays and special occasion:. 
with long-lasting centerpieces, hurry-up 
arrangements for unexpected guests and 
flower show tables. The book is freely 
illustrated with photographs by Roche. 


} 


WEED SEEDLINGS by Anna P. Kum- 
mer. Illus. 435 pages. The University 
of Chicago Press. $5.00. 


The author, in her preface to “Weed 
Seedlings.” states that this book has 
been prevared to provide a means for 
rapidly identifying weed seedlings likely 
to be found in gardens, farms. ranches 
or woods. An outgrowth of investigations 
made in preparing for her doctor’s de- 
gree at the University of Chicago, the 
material for this work has been pains- 
takingly prepared by the author herself 
from seeds which she collected, raised 
in flats and used as models. She has 
described and illustrated 300 common 
weed seedlings. The drawings include 
one or more life-size sketches of the 
seedling plant and enlarged drawings 
of seed leaf, first leaf and fifth leaf. 

A key to species and varieties occupies 
25 pages. The text is written in non- 
technical language, which will facilitate 
its use by the amateur gardener. “Weed 
Seedlings” will be a valuable addition 
to the botanist’s library and also a boon 
to the gardener who cannot always dis- 
tinguish between weed and flower seed- 
lings. 


POPULAR ORCHID GROWING | by 
Sanders, Royal Orchid Growers. The 
Horticultural Book Service. Illus. 
$1.75. 


This American edition of an authori- 
tative English book on orchid culture 
follows the American edition of “Orchids 
and Their Cultivation,” which was re- 
leased for Christmas 1950. It includes 
chapters on general culture, with a pho- 
tographic illustration of repotting steps, 

discussion of manures, hybridization, 
propagation, pests, the construction of 
orchid houses and other topics. There is 
also a table of species, with special in 
formation on the care and culture of each 
and descriptions of the various groups. 








Flower Grower Book Service 
Readers may order these books by 
mail directly from the FLowEr Grower 
Booxsuop, 2049 Grand Central Ter- 
minal, New York 17, New York. 
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Anyone Can Grow ..... 


USED to know a commercial orchid 

grower who produced cymbidiums 

and cypripediums by the thousand 
and who always pooh-poohed any com- 
ments about the exceptional quality of his 
flowers. “Nothing to it.” he’d say. “Be- 
cause after all, what are they? Tropical 
weeds!” 

In a sense, of course, he. was right. 
and so was the Saturday Evening Post 
of September 15 when it titled an article 
by Philip Wylie “Anyone Can Raise 
Orchids.” There’s no denying that any- 
one who wants to—really wants to—can 
grow orchids. All he need do is find out 
what kind of environment will keep them 
healthy—in the greenhouse. in the home. 
or in the garden—and then do whatever's 
necessary to provide them with it. 

sut that’s not the easiest thing in the 
world to do any more than it’s the mos' 
dificult. So perhaps it would be fair 
to say that the “anyone” of the Post's 
title shouldn’t be taken too literally— 
or. put differently, that the title would 
be more nearly accurate if intended to 
mean anyone of FLowrer Growrr’s 
readers than if intended to mean any- 
one of the Saturday Evening Post’s. Any- 
way. a gardener can get a good idea of 
the title’s accuracy by reading the sub- 
title. which says that orchids are “not 
much harder to grow” than geraniums. 
Any living room, perhaps. can be made 
to keep geranium plants alive. but cer- 
tainly not every room will keep them 
healthy, stocky, big-leaved and flower- 
ing. 

The fact of the matter. I'd say, is that 
most people who try growing orchids 
succeed sooner or later. And—since the 
orchids are one of the most interesting 
of all plant families—everyone who suc- 


ceeds inevitably grows more. Conse- 
quently orchids are being grown in 


greater quantities and by more people 


every year. Any green-thumbed admirer 
of orchids—and I dare say that applies 
to most FLowerR GROWER readers—cer- 


tainly should try them. 
P.S. For a picture of a six-flowered 
Caitleya labiata, grown indoors for three 


—_—— 


\y)? 


A AANA ein 


years, see FLower Grower, February 
1951, page 48!) 


Omission of Flowers 


ERHAPS it’s of no obvious concern 

to gardeners that quite often obituary 

notices contain the phrase “Please 
omit flowers” and that florists have met 
now and then to discuss the “problem” 
entailed. Nonetheless a recent trade pa- 
per report of such a meeting set me to 
thinsing about this rather unusual 
subject—not from the standpoint of the 
’ be- 
hut simnly 
in a detac’ed sort of way. much as one 
is likely to thinx about almost anything 
under the sun that suddenly strikes him 
as being “interesting.” 

To a gardener. | suppose, the omis- 
sion of flowers from anvthing is almost 
automatically repugnant. He’s so ab- 
sorbed with thoughts of adding plants 
and flowers—he thinks always of more 
and still more—that any kind of propo- 
sition having to do with less flowers, of 
taking them away. is certain to run 
counter to his natural pattern of thought. 
And so I couldn’t help feeling at least 
vaguely antagonistic toward all the peo- 
ple who request the omission of flowers. 

As a general rule, I think, gardeners 
have a kind of obligation to themselves 
always to support the increased use of 
flowers and always to combat anythin« 
that must have the opposite effect. If 


florists nor from the standpoint o 
reaved fam‘lies and friends 


Flower Grower 





Ernest Sevde 


This combination birdhouse and vane 
was made by William Engle of Traer. 
Iowa. The dome—a wrenhouse—is a 
large automobile headlight which had 
an opening just right for wrens. The 
martinhouse beneath is made of metal 
on a wooden base. A jigsaw was used 
to cut the vane from a strip of wood. 





we re true to our calling I can’t see how 
we can honestly endorse any ideas that 
find “Please omit 
flowers” and I feel quite strongly that 
they're really something we should con- 


may expression in 


scientiously oppose. 


Coming in December Flower Grower 


@ Next month Flower Grower brings you a big Christmas package—four pages of 
decorating and gift ideas to make your Christmas merrier than ever. 


@ Don't miss the preview of the best new dahlias. There'll also be a feature story on 
how Honor Roll testers conduct trials for FLoweR Grower. 


@ House plant fans will look forward to news on amaryllis in December 


best vari- 


eties, how to grow them and a feature on the new “miniatures.” 


@ Do you want birds in your garden all winter? Follow the advice of a bird expert, 
next month, who'll tell you just how to attract them! 


If you’ve been puzzled about feeding house plants. we'll solve the mystery with 
explicit directions on mixing fertilizers and soluble plant food. 
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The rewards of 





combining two hobbies... 
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The Kaesers’ outdoor garden receives its share of the plant and the still life painted of it. ~ 


recognition on canvas. too. This painting of asters Nak 
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and gourds is a reminder of summer's vivid colors. 
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Begonias make very satisfactory house plants. 





These sharply lobed leaves have a poinsettia- 
like air. The painting is by William Kaeser, 


A basket of fruit and a plant of dieffen- 
bachia are the subjects of one of the 
artist’s oils. His work is widely exhib- 





ited at many galleries. The Hoosier 
Salon will soon hold a one-man _ show. 
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Plants and Paints 


Bill Kaeser didn’t know a 
petunia from a daisy until he started painting 


some of his wife’s plants 


By MILDRED KAESER 


Photos by H. Albert Helms 


ARDENING and fine art may seem, 

at first glance, rather unrelated. 

But gardeners know it takes con- 
siderable art to create an effective gar- 
den picture and artists find that plants 
and flowers make interesting subjects for 
their paintings. The relationship, there- 
fore. can be quite close. 

When we first married, almost 
artist-husband could 
not tell a petunia from a daisy. But with 
his natural appreciation of beauty. it 
was easy to “convert” him. He has be- 
come more and more interested in paint- 
ing lowers and plants and has gradually 
acquired an interest in their culture. 


were 


lj years ago, my 


Our first indoor garden was a lonely 
rubber plant. Though long since dead. it 
is by no means forgotten, for it was part 
of the composition of my husband’s first 
still life. This painting, entitled “The 
Rubber Plant.” was awarded two major 
prizes for still life and was one of three 
paintings chosen by the state to repre- 
sent Indiana art at the 1939 World’s Fair 
in New York City. 

Through the years, our house plant 
collection has increased from one plant 
to between 200 and 300 specimens. oc- 
cupying every window in our house. With 
the windows full of plants and the walls 


covered with paintings, we sometimes 


Thi- sunny windowsill provides a pleasant “conservatory” all winter long. Overhead, a 
Wining philodendron frames the picture with a frieze of green heart-shaped leaves. 










Bill Kaeser, below, well- 
known Indianapolis artist. 
with his first 
cj / still life, “The Rubber 
Plant.” Mildred Kaeser, 


at left, poses with one 


is shown 


of her many house plants. 


house as a 
Visitors 


think of our 
museum! 


conservatory- 
invariably wander 
around the house much as they would in 
a gallery, studying the paintings and/or 
house plants. 

Among the house plants Bill has used 
in his still lifes are cacti, rubber plants, 
cast-iron plants, callas, dieffenbachias, 
begonias. Chinese evergreens, bird’s-nest 
ferns, billbergias and walking iris. He 
has also painted 
marigolds, asters, tulips. zinnias, chry- 
santhemums and other flowers from the 
outdoor garden. His still-life subjects 
have extended into the vegetable 

(Continued on page 40) 


sunflowers, poppies, 


also 


Mrs. Kaeser grew these three-year-old 
rare bird-of-paradise plants from seed. 


17 

















ely on Succulents! 


These intriguing plants can really “take” the 


driest living-room air without special attention 


NYONE can be lucky with succu- 

lents! They're made to order for 

the dry air in our overheated homes 
and for the forgetful gardener who fre- 
quently neglects to water his indoor 
plants. 

In addition to their easy-going nature, 
succulents offer a fascinating variety of 
plant form and bear flowers of rare 
exotic beauty. And you can keep many 
of them down to a small size or let them 
develop at will to fill whatever role you 
set for them. 

There’s no end to the many interest- 
ing succulents an enthusiast can find. 
But let me warn you! Collecting these 
unusual plants may become a mania. 
I started with only a few, but in a short 
time I had so many that my father had 
a 12-x-20-foot conservatory built on the 
side of our house to accommodate them. 

Succulents and cacti are structurally 
adapted to withstand extreme drought 


By RUTH HODGSON (Wis.) 


and atmospheric dryness. They have 
thick, fleshy stems or leaves and are 
found among such dissimilar plant fami- 
lies as the lily, amaryllis. milkweed, 
stonecrop and thistle. Some have spines, 
others do not. 

Contrary to popular belief. not every 
succulent with spines is a cactus. Cacti 
are members of a single family and bear 
their spines in clusters in definite, uni- 
form patterns on the stems rather than 
singly in the hit-or-miss fashion of other 
succulents. You will see the difference 
by comparing the illustrations of the 
opuntia cactus and the succulent, Eu- 
phorbia pseudocactus, which are shown 
on these pages. 


I prefer to start my plants from rooted 
cuttings so [| can enjoy watching them 
develop. Some of the commoner sorts 
are availaple for as litthe as 25 cents 
each and collections for the beginner 
may be had for less than $2.00. 







Ruth Hodgson photos 


author’s collection of suceulents includes members of the amaryllis, stonecrop, 


lily families, as well as cacti. She recommends rooted cuttings for beginners. 


If you like to keep your plants f{ 
decoration indoors rather than in 
greenhouse you may choose to plant them 
in attractive glazed pots rather than 
those of red clay. Either type is satis- 
factory if proper drainage material is 
provided. If you have ordered smal! 
plants, pots 3 or 4 inches wide are large 
enough. Glass window shelves will hold 
many plants of small size. 

Next comes the potting material. A 
curved piece of broken clay pot or a 
few small stones should be placed over 
the drainage hole and covered by a 
generous layer of coarse sand. In flower 
pots without drainage holes, mix a little 
coarsely ground charcoal with the sand 
to keep it sweet. For the soil itself, a 
mixture of equal parts of sand, good 
garden loam and leafmold is ideal for 
succulents. A litthke more sand should 
be used when potting cacti. 

(Continued on page 47) 


Although it is not a cactus, Euphorbia 
pseudocactus bears spines along the four 


ridges of its gray green upright stems. 




















The starlike  stapelia 
or carrion-flower, left, 


has fringed petals. At 
closehand the blossom 
has an unpleasant odor. 


Fine white spines of 
the silver torch  cac- 
tus or  Cleistocactus 
strausi give it a sil- 
very green look. This 


is an “old man” cactus. 





ERT 





Gottlieb Hampfler 
‘hese flat, loosely jointed pads identify the familiar prickly and South America, withstanding the hardships of frost, rocky 
pear, an opuntia. These grow in many forms throughout North — soils and drought. Small specimens make unusual house plants. 
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African violets like light. They should have a little sun 
in the morning or late afternoon, not midday sun. If suf- 
ficient natural light can’t be provided, the plants can be 
grown under daylight fluorescent lamps, kept on all day. 








Grow plants in good soil. Use equal parts of garden soil, 
coarse sand and humus. Add a 4-inch potful of superphos- 
phate and a quart of charcoal to each bushel. Sterilize 
complete mixture by baking for an hour in a 250°-oven. 





African violets don’t. like wet 
feet. Before potting provide suf- 
ficient drainage in bottom of | lize. 
pot. A 14-inch layer of limestone 
chips or broken pot will help 
keeping off 


drain off any excess moisture. surface, 
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Fertilizing plants keeps them 
vigorous, but don’t over-ferti- 
Use any complete plant 
food, dissolved in water, about 
once a month. Apply at the soil 
foliage. 





Top Tips on Growing 
African Violets 


By MYRTLE RADTKE 


President, The African Violet Society of America 


OUR African violets can always be a conversation piece, 

if you follow a few simple cultural tips. Their popularity 

continues to grow by leaps and bounds and almost every- 
one who grows them has their own methods of how to do it, 
But the main requirements are few and easily provided. 

There are six main points to keep in mind: proper light, 
humidity, planting soil, watering, feeding and pests. African 
violets like light. A little sun, preferably in the early morn- 
ing or late afternoon will help produce bloom, but the plants 
should be shielded from the midday sun, especially during 
the summer months, 

Humidity is another important requirement. This can be 
provided by standing the pots on pebble-filled trays of water 
so that evaporation adds moisture to the air around the 
plants. Care should be taken that the base of each pot is 
above water level. Mechanical humidifiers may also be used 
to increase the air moisture where their expense is warranted 
when large numbers of plants are grown. An _ occasional 
spraying with warm water will be a special treat for your 
plants but keep them out of the sun until they have dried. 

The best soil for potting African violets is one that is 
rich and loose. I use a mixture of equal parts soil, coarse 
sand. humus and )%-part well rotted manure. Leafmold or 
peatmoss may be substituted for the humus. I add a 4-inch 
potful of superphosphate and a quart of granulated charcoal 
to each bushel of soil. The soil mixture should be sterilized. 
This can be done by baking moist soil in a 250-degree oven 
for one hour. 

Watering needs careful attention! Remember not to over: 
water African violets for it can be fatal. The soil should be 
kept damp or moist, not sopping wet. (Continued on page 42) 





Lodder photos 
Spraying the foliage occasion- White, cottony mealy bugs are 
ally with tepid water is a real the most common African violet 
treat for your plants. It cleans pest. These are eradicated by 
and refreshes them. Keep the 
cotton swab which has /een 
aleohol. 


plants out of direct sun until 


the foliage is completely dry. dipped in rubbing 
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For “supreme” African violets, prepare 


and insert leaf in sand in the usual 
way. When base of leaf-stem enlarges, 
above, treat with colchicine - salve. 


African Violets Transformed! 


By OLIVER H. 


O you want to try magic on your 
African violets? You trans- 
form your own plants into “giants” 

through the use of colchicine. Properly 
treated African develop 
into plants which have larger leaves and 
flowers than those of the original plant. 


can 


violet leaves 


Of course. colchicine can also be used 
on other plants. (See “The Magic of 


Colchicine” on page 53 in FLOWER 





Gently draw base of leaf-stem through The first few leaves of successfully 
colchicine salve. More common is the treated little plants will be = dis- 
treatment with the liquid form of col- torted. Leaves which develop later will 
chicine, after the roots have formed. be normal in shape, but extra large. 
PEASE (Ohio) 
Grower, June 1951.) My efforts, how- 
ever, have been chiefly concerned with 
producing “supreme” African Violets. 
Colchicine for plant experiments has 
been available for some time in a kit 
which includes a sufficient quantity of 
the drug and the equipment necessary 
for its application. Since it is an old 
remedy for rheumatism, it is sometimes 
(Continued on page 43) 
\ A glass jar should be inverted over 
the growing leaf to prevent excess 
evaporation and leaching. The leaf 


The 


treatment 
mammoth 


“supreme,” 


resulting from a successful 


with 


size 





above is from the variety Fairy Boats. 


pink African violet at left is a 


colchicine. 


of leaves 



























Dick Acker photos 


Note the 
and flowers. 


Plants and Climate 


Here’s how your climate affects the 


plants that grow in your garden 


By LAURENCE MANNING 


Excerpts from Chapter I of “‘The How and Why of Better Gardening” 


by Laurence Manning, published by D. Van Nostrand Co. on October 26 


HEN winter comes. we who live in 

the temperate zone button up our 

overcoats, don stadium and 
perhaps even wear earmuffs to keep out 
the cold. That’s our way of coping with 
the climate in which we live. But how 
do plants living in the temperate zone 
cope with the cold season? 


boots 


Plant species have evolved four dis- 
tinct meeting frosty winters: 
annuals die, leaving survival to their 
seeds: herbaceous perennials withdraw 
their into which 
are insulated by the surrounding earth, 
and grow new stems the next spring; 
deciduous trees and shrubs’ withdraw 
into their woody stems, which are filled 
with anti-freeze sap, and abandon their 


ways of 


sap food-stored roots, 


leaves; evergreens create anti-freeze 
conditions even in their leaves. some of 
which are so well protected that they 
survive even in the Arctic Circle. 

For each group of plants there is a 
limit beyond which its methods fail. 
The willow and the mimosa are both 
deciduous trees able to survive frost by 
the same methods, yet the first grows 
within the Arctic Circle, the second not 
much north of Virginia. This varying 
ability is the measure of the natural 
hardiness of the particular species, be- 
yond which it is not reasonable to ex- 
pect it to thrive. 

Plants at the extreme limit of their 
hardiness, although they stay alive, may 
be valueless for their particular purpose. 


There may not be a sufficient number of 
growing days when the temperature is 
above 40° F. during the summer. In 
England, for instance, grapes 
fruit, even though the winters are mild 
and the vines persist year after year. In 
northern New England, chestnuts and 
hickories grow but seldom ripen their 


seldom 


nuts. 

Trees and shrubs make a limp and 
sap-filled growth in spring, but by 
autumn this has become stiff and woody. 
It is then said to have “hardened off” 
and can be expected to go through the 
winter safely. Much less actual moisture 
is left in the stems and fewer ice crys- 
tals can form within them to cut and 
tear the tissues. The liquid which re- 











On the above map the shaded areas indicate the average num- 
ber of days annually with more than 0.01 inches of rain- in 
fall. In the white area there are less than 100 days; light 
gray, 100 to 120; and in the dark gray area, more than 
120 days. The zones indicate the average annual minimum 
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From drawing in “‘The How and Why of Better Gardening’ 


northern 


temperature. Zone I, exceeding 
Canada, 
Zone iI, —35° to —20°; Zone IV, —20° to —10°; Zone V., —10 
to —3°; Zone VI, —5° to +5°; Zone VII, +5° to +10°. Both 
of these factors have a marked influence on plant growth. 





50°. 
Zone II, 


in the Arctic zone 


not shown; —50° to —35'; 


by Laurence Manning, Van Nostrand 
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Drawings from “‘The How and Why of Better Gardening’? by Laurence Manning, Van Nostrand 
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Temperatures, exposures and drainage within a given climatic sy 


zone have varying effects on plants. The lower temperatures 9 
found at high altitudes, less sunshine on northern slopes, and 
the level of the water table have a direct bearing on the plant 
life found in your locality. Note plants in the drawing above. 
These are typical species on varying sites in the Northeast. 
Here soil is sandy; a clay area would grow different plants. 


mains contains more sugar in the fall 
than it did in the spring. Like the win- 
ter mixture in your automobile radiator 
—it requires a temperature far lower 
than 32° F. to freeze. 

Cold weather is harmless only when it 
comes at the accustomed time, when 
plants have prepared for it. As spring 
advances, however, plants can support 


less and less cold without damage. 
Apple trees, for instance, can live 


through zero winters. but their flower 
buds just opening will blight at 25°, open 
flowers at 27° and immature green fruit 
at 29°. If by some unlikely freak a ten- 
day blast of February cold descended on 
a mid-June countryside, it would be as 
great a cataclysm as the world has ever 
known. It might take a million years to 
evolve from the few plant survivors a 
new flora as rich as the present one. 

Your particular garden climate is not 
permanent. The general average may be 
unchanged. but an average year may 
have a particularly cold winter, with an 
unusually warm summer to offset it. 
Even a difference of 5 degrees in Febru- 
ary temperatures may kill a prized gar- 
den favorite. The shade of a tree, the 
shelter of a rock, even the frost-free ele- 
vation of a foot-high terrace can make all 
the difference between life and death. 
A spring frost frequently kills only 
low-lying plants; it has been known to 
kill only the lower buds of a plant. leav- 
ing the top buds unharmed. 

The draw of wind up a valley may 
throw much more rain on one hillside 
than on the opposite one, only a mile or 
two distant. The banks of small ponds 
are often shrouded with morning mists, 
which can delay spring flowers, avert fall 
frosts and mitigate summer droughts in 
nearby gardens. Whole city and subur- 
bar areas may be affected in much the 
sanie way by smoky fog. If you live on a 
hil. you should allow for winter tempera- 











A 
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tures about 1° colder for every 250 feet 
your garden may lie above the surround- 
ing countryside. By knowing your cli- 
mate, with its local factors, you can keep 
damage to a minimum. but of course you 


cannot provide for every possible ex- 
treme of weather. 
How can you protect your tender 


plants from frost? You have six simple, 
inexpensive weapons: shade. drainage. 
windbreaks, mulching, pruning and wa- 
tering. 

First of all, choose a site a little higher 
than ordinary garden level to avoid frost 
pockets. Cold air is heavy, runs off like 
water from even a slight slope or eleva- 
tion and collects in low places. Shade or 
a northern slope will delay spring 
growth and thus avoid late frosts. Drain- 
age will encourage autumn ripening. 
Windbreaks will frustrate drying winds. 
Avoid pruning and watering late in the 
summer. Avoid having the soil too fer- 
tile around a doubtful plant. The last 
three factors induce a soft growth dan- 
gerously late in the season. 

Warm, sunny corners are only for 
extra-hardy plants which can stand rigor- 
ous conditions. Wrapping both 
shade and windbreak—very useful tools 
indeed. In the north boxwood is com- 
monly covered with a little house of bur- 
lap. This does not increase the warmth 


gives 





These two horizontal branchlets 


came 
from the same plant of Japanese yew. 
The one on the left grew in sun; that 
on the right grew in constant shade. 





and water in a tree, 


OOD-SAP IS CARRIED DOWN THE INNER 
BARK TO FEED THE ROOTS 
TH MOISTURE IS CARRIE 
UP IN THE SAPWOOD 
ROOTS ABSORB MOISTURE 


FROM THE EARTH 


The change of seasons, number of growing days and available 
moisture have a regulatory effect on the growth of all plants. 
The above diagram shows the normal or summer flow of sap 


from the roots to leaves and back. 

but tends to keep the plant cool despite 
occasional winter thaws. Thus its dor- 
mancy, which protects it from winter's 
cold, is not disturbed. 

Too much shade has no easy remedy 


unless plants can be transplanted to 
sunnier sites. or intervening branches 


pruned away. Some benefit results from 
pruning out branches to open bays which 
will let light into the interior of a plant; 
this does not increase the amount of sun- 
light which falls on the plant but can 
increase the number of square inches of 
leaf surface which receive sunlight. 
Too much sunlight is not only useless, 
but positively harmful. 
food-making 


It destroys the 


substance (chlorophyll), 


and causes excessive evaporation. The 
more light. the greater the loss. In the 


case of sun-loving plants, this is more 
than made up in increased growth. Tol- 
erant plants such as the spiderwort can 
easily take care of it. Real shade lovers, 
may die if set in full 
There is a group of plants, which in- 
the ladyslipper, for which at 
least part shade is utterly essential, a 
quality quite different from mere toler- 
ance of shade. 
the same plant vary with the location. 
In the weaker sunlight of the north some 
shade-loving plants may demand more 
light; in the hot South, sun-lovers may do 
better with a little shade. 

Because lawns fail under old elms and 
maples it does not follow that grass will 
not survive shade. Starvation and thirst. 
not shade. usually cause the lawn to fail 
there; the trees simply take everything 
from the soil. Because the leaves of some 
broadleaf evergreens, particularly Rho- 
dodendron maximum, may become badly 
burned and discolored in full sun it does 
not follow that the plant is a real shade- 
lover. The burns are caused by hot 
March sunshine on frozen leaves and 

(Continued on page 45) 
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Many varieties of semitropical cypripedium orchids can be grown in a cool green- 


house. C. 


callosum is brownish purple in color and flowers in February and March. 


Australian Official Photo 
A hybrid cymbidium developed in Aus- 
Bulkis Patricia. 


tralia is the lovely 


Author photo 
The 


derae is a good orchid for beginners. 


yellow Cypripedium insigne san- 


Cool House Orchids 


By Dr. NORMAN C. YARIAN 
OU don’t need high temperatures to 
grow orchids. There’ is a common 

belief among those who have never 
grown orchids that they require an ex- 
cessively hot greenhouse, imitating con- 
ditions of the tropics. This is a mistaken 
idea. 


Many 


cool 


orchids can be 


house—a 


grown in a 


greenhouse where tem- 
peratures of 45° to 55 
at night. In 


which 


are maintained 
those 
warmest 


fact, varieties 


require the 


even 
conditions 
are not grown at temperatures higher 
than 65°, and for 
of about 60° to 62 
night 


most a temperature 
is considered the 


requirement. Day temperatures. 
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of course, are usually ten or more de- 
grees higher due to the heat generated 
by the sun. 


Cool temperatures—45° to 50°—are 
ideal for a considerable number of 
orchid genera. Among them are the 
hardy native cypripediums, “green- 


leaved” varieties of semitropical cypri- 
pediums (paphiopedilum) and all cym- 
bidiums. There are others, too, such as 
epidendrons, one of the spray orchids 
which many prefer to the 
tleyas. 


larger cat- 


Of the cypripediums, some of the most 
beautiful and interesting are hardy in 
many parts of the United States and 
Canada. Several of these native orchids 
can be forced in a cool greenhouse in 


the same manner as you would hardy 
bulbs. Two species with which I have 
had 


queen’s lady slipper, and C. candidum, 


success are C. spectabile. the 
snow shoe. 

Good strong clumps are potted in the 
fall and placed in a coldframe or trench 
outside until late winter. Then they are 
brought inside and placed in the coldest 
part of the greenhouse and allowed to 
slowly. After flowering they 
can be allowed to grow on, and wiien 
mature they can be planted in the wild 
flower garden where they can be ex- 
pected to bloom the following sprin 

Semitropical cypripediums (sometimes 


develop 


called paphiopedilum) comprise a large 
group, considering the many species nd 
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Australian Official Photos 


Exceptionally high greenhouse temperatures are not needed to Cymbidium flowers, borne on long graceful sprays, will keep 
grow cypripedium orchids like the Australian hybrid Gomomeg. from four to eight weeks. The hybrid Plover is shown above. 


You can grow these exotic plants in a cool 


sreenhouse in spite of their tropical appearance 


‘w numerous hybrids. They are not 
nly most beautiful orchids, having queer 
ipes and a multitude of color combina- 
ions and markings with lines and spots, 
also exhibit exceptionally long keep- 
qualities. They will last from four 
five weeks either on the plants or as 
flowers. As corsages they are espe- 
ly beautiful when several of either 
same or different varieties are ar- 
zed together. 
Vithout becoming too technical, there 
two general classes of semitropical 
ipediums: the 


‘ 





‘green-leaved” which 
grown at temperatures of 50° at 
it, and the “mottled-leaved” kinds 
h require a warmer, 60°-greenhouse. 
(Continued on page 46) 


Author photo 
The author made his start with Cypri- 
pedium insigne, the most grown of all 
cypripedium species. It's apple green. 


Roche photo 
Dainty epidendrons make exquisite cor- 
sages. Like cypripediums and cymbidi- 


ums. they grow in a cool greenhouse. 
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Colorful rock plants border the stone 


stairway leading up to the = author’s 


hillside home near Carmel, California. 





Cephalophyllum is a good choice for the 
rock garden in the Southwest. Its yel- 


low flowers are red-brown underneath. 
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Ideas for 
Rock Gardens 


You can pick up pointers from 
these gardens on the West Coast 


By LESTER ROWNTREE 


Flower Grower West Coast Contributing Editor 


OCK gardening on the West Coast has come a long way 
The early English rock garden was likely to be a scaled- 
down replica of some minute fraction of the Alps which a1 

English gentieman wished to reproduce in his garden. Al 
though construction was sound and the plant material superb 
the over-all effect was not always satisfying because the 
setting was likely to be inapprovriate. Wien suitability o! 
surroundings began to receive more consideration. however. 
rock gardening in Europe and America arrived at its present 
superior level. 

The visitor to British Columbia, Washington and Oregon 
is at once impressed by the masterly quality of the best of the 
northwest rock gardens, not the stoned-up banks of red rock 
cerastium, aubrieta and alyssum that line the sidewalks but 
gardens where natural outcroppings of rock have been sup- 
plemented with boulders and planted with rifts of harmonious 
plants. Since the climate of the Pacific Northwest suits 
alpine plants, available from excellent nurseries. and thie 
coastal rockland, Columbia River Gorge rock and volcanic 


futhor photos 


An unusual plant for the temperate rock garden is Othonna crassifolia. 'ts p!ump gree 
leaves are like tiny sausages scattered among the many dainty yellow daisylike bloom-. 
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rock in the region supply plenty of foundation material, it 
is easy to see why rock gardening here has been so highly 
developed. 

In California there is no lack of natural sites for rock 
gardens, but there is the question of what to plant in them. 
North of San Francisco Northwestern rock plants will thrive 
to a certain extent, but what is there for the tufa- sandstone 
and serpentine of San Luis Obispo County, for the gardener 
on the hogback along Napa County’s Monticello Road, where 
every ridge sprouts lava? And what for the rock gardener 
in rainless southern California, where most denizens of a 
northwestern rock garden would never survive their first 
summer ¢ 

Why not go out into the nearby countryside and examine 
some of nature’s samples, choosing those which best fit the 
setting provided by the home ground. There is a haunting 
charm to a hillside home rising out of natural unscarred sur- 
roundings. You will never regret following the tips you get 
from nature, for she has been rock gardening since the be- 


ginning of time. It is up to the gardener, of course, to supply — 


discrimination, good taste and originality, for few of us have 
enough space to operate on nature’s grand scale. 

Near the foot of the Sierra Madre mountains in southern 
California nature used the California poppy lavishly. Miles 
of orange bloom glittering in the sun were, so we were told 
as children, used as a landmark by vessels at sea. On the 
hill behind my present home in the face of a steep crag. this 
pervasive flower takes on a new character. Its growth is 
lower and wider, the leaves are more sharply cut and silvery. 
its blooms larger and more intensely colored. In May the 
coastal swards below me are lilac with the massed bloom of 
Armeria maritima (vulgaris) but in the rock garden a small 
colony of thrift takes on fresh charm when it flowers above 
dwarf campanulas and lavender agatheas. 

There is a danger in overdoing the standard rock plants 
which increase. Give your surplus to other gardeners. For 


a change from uninspired rows of iris, pinks and coral-bells. 
try some of these accommodating 


(Continued on page 50) 


Lewis Jossilyn 
Companula isophylla alba trails white stars across a_ ledge. 


B-llflowers are exceptionally adapted to the Northwest air. 


Clublike pastel blooms distinguish zethionema. top, a stone-cress 
which does well in the Northwest. It is shown with gypsophila. 


% 

; 

db 

futhor photos 

Aeonium, a ‘succulent native to the Canary Islands, has rosette- 


like, spoon-shaped leaves, clusters of yellowish-white flowers. 
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The lovely cuplike blossoms of this night-blooming cerens in 
Ocean Grove, New Jersey, were at a peak of perfection at 11 P.M. 





1 Close examination of the upper left- 
hand corner of this leaf, right above 
the penny, will reveal the beginning 
of an exotic bloom. <A tiny bud is 
starting to form as plant acclimates 
itself after its winter in Florida. 





Anyone passing the cottage at about 
8 P.M. would have been able to 
observe the gradual unfolding of the 
half-open cups. These plants are par- 
ticularly clean in that they are gen- 
erally free from pests like aphids. 
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? Buds sprouting from the edges of 
leaves are about two weeks old. 
Miss Buswell’s cereus plants usually be- 
gin to bloom about the first of May in 
Florida, but when brought north the 
first crop of buds may soon fall off. 





Any part of the plant, a leaf or piece 
of stem. if planted will send out 
roots and develop into a good-sized 
plant. This specimen, five years old, 
was grown from a slip. The photograph 
above shows only 8 of iis 13 blossoms, 


A picture story of a 


Moonlight Queen 


Photographed by ADRIEN BOUTRELLE 






When photographer Adrien Boutrelle visited Ocean Grove. 
New Jersey, last summer he read an interesting account in the 
Ocean Grove Times of a night-blooming cereus flowering out- 
side Miss Helen Buswell’s tent-cottage. He determined to see 
this unusual flower for himself and the photographs on this 
page reveal how the plant looked in bud and in bloom. One 
has to enjoy its blossoms after dark, as it does not bloom until 
after the sun goes down; by daylight the blooms will have 
closed up again. They are not common in this country but may 
be seen in abundance in the tropics and Hawaii. They belong 
to the cactus family and respond to regular watering and 
feeding by blooming all summer. 





These buds, which are about a 
month old, were plump and promis- 


ing the afternoon before they finally 
burst into flower. Bloom not only every 


summer but every. month of the summer 
is the result of “just regular feeding.” 





6 After the striking nocturnal per- 
formance comes a sleepy “morning- 
after” for the blooms. Daybreak 's 
the signal for the curtain to fall. 
The plants continue to develop buds, 
however, as long as the days are warn. 
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Indoor gardeners who like to experiment with the unusual will 
enjoy growing this appealing “parlor maple” in a sunny window. 


The new dwarf abutilon hybrids vary in leaf formation as shown 


, ‘ 
oe 


Roche photos 





above. The flowers have shallower cups than the older kinds. 


The New Flowering Maple 


Here’s an old-fashioned belle in modern 


By JOY LOGEE MARTIN 


REMEMBER fondly the large trees 

of flowering maple which grew in my 

father’s old greenhouse. The plants 
grew as tall as the low-built structure 
would allow—10 feet—and were covered 
with beautiful bell-shaped flowers. A 
pure white bell with golden yellow sta- 
mens. a clear pink with veining of a 
deeper shade and a bright buttercup yel- 
low were the three standard colors. The 
flowers were used during the spring sea- 
son for small bouquets. 

\bout ten years ago I was pleased to 
find seed of a new dwarf abutilon adver- 
tised. The plants were definitely not 
dwarf; in three years they grew as large 
a our original old trees. We discov- 
ered so many unusual shades and varia- 
tons of color in the flowers that it was 
dificult to make a selection, but we 
chose about 18, among them a deep old 
tose shade, the inner side of the petals 


disclosing a satin sheen. The colors 
ranged from light pink through rose, 


orange, red and many shades of salmon 
and yellow. 

The name abutilon is of Arabic origin 
and indicates that the plant is a member 
of the mallow family. Many of the hy- 





Author photo 
The bell-shaped flowers include white, 
red, rose, salmon and yellow shades. 





dress to fit into present-day homes 


brids resemble the mallow in flower and 
form. The abutilons are nativé to the 
warm regions of the northern and south- 
ern hemispheres. The best-known species 
is Abutilon hybridum and is called flow- 
ering maple because the leaves resemble 
a maple leaf. Another common name is 
Chinese bellflower. In New England it is 
known as the old-fashioned parlor maple, 
for it makes an excellent house plant for 
the sunny window. . 

The seed can be started at any sea- 
son, but for winter flowering it should be 
planted in early February of the preced- 
ing year. Plant in shallow boxes or pans 
in a well-drained, sandy soil, covering 
well as the seed may wash out. Fresh 
seed takes about ten days to germinate. 
When two leaves appear, transplant into 
small pots in a light, well-drained soil. 
Water well and place in a shaded loca- 
tion. After three days, remove to full 
sun. Keep soil moist but not soaking 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Trunks of newly planted trees should be 
wrapped with burlap to conserve mois- 
ture, prevent splitting from sunscald. 


Oak leaves make the best mulch for aza- 
leas. Surface roots must be kept moist. 
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November Pointers 


Tips for Northern Gardeners 


By P. J. MceKENNA (N. Y.) 


OVEMBER always brings us face to 
face with the problem of protecting 
plants for the winter. Let’s remem- 

ber. first, that we cover them not to pro- 
tect them from cold but to keep them 
cold and, second, that time and quantity 
of covering depend upon the nature of 
both the plant and its environment. 
Dormancy or cessation of growth must 
take place before winter covering is ap- 
plied. If applied too early, covering may 
result in injury or death to the plant, 
which, since it is not completely dormant, 
tries to carry on its natural growth pro- 
cesses but suffers from smothering and 
exhaustion. Just as plants in nature are 
prepared for summer growth, so are they 
prepared for winter. One should 
therefore, cultivate and water plants one 
day and apply covering the next. Cul- 
tural practices that stimulate growth 
must cease early in autumn. Climatic 
conditions, of course, will have the final 
say. Cold, bright, dry weather induces 
a gradual let-up of activity. Wet, mild 
weather has the opposite effect. Plants 
then do not get a chance to harden and 
conseqnently suffer in a _ severe early 


not, 


freeze. However, except in an unusual 
season, severe freezing is usually pre- 
ceded by a series of light to medium- 
heavy frosts. These put a stop to growth. 

Protection applied to maintain dor- 
mancy is adjusted according to the de- 
gree of resistance to frost exhibited by 
the different plants. In the middle of the 
scale you might place the various blue 
and pink hydrangeas, blue spirea (cary- 
opteris), hybrid tea and climbing hybrid 
tea and others. Hardy 
chrysanthemums are also in this class. 
All these are completely covered. The 
roses are mounded with soil, the shrubs 
The amount of covering de- 


roses, cytisus 


wrapped. 
pends upon the region. Hardy herbaceous 
perennials are covered when the ground 
is frozen. Covering is applied to prevent 
thawing out. Marsh hay. straw or ex- 
celsior sprinkled over twiggy branches 
provide protection along with adequate 
air circulation. Hay is sprinkled over low 
evergreens to prevent burning by the late 
winter sun. The trunks of newly planted 
trees are wrapped with burlap or simi- 
lar material to conserve moisture and 


(Continued on page 44) 





ments from the soil. Balancing the 


soil’s 


McFarland photos 
A cover crop of rosen rye or ryegrass prevents leaching of valuable plant food ele 


fertility forces insures better yields. 
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‘hermostatically controlled 


ventilators will 





duthor photo 


help you maintain an even  tempera- 


are. They automatically open if it becomes too hot, close when temperature drops. 


November in 


The Home Greenhouse 


By ERNEST CHABOT 


Author of “‘Greenhouse Gardening for Everyone” 


HE magic of a greenhouse turns the 
seasons upside down—we can _ have 
springtime though freezing 
eather is on the way. This month be- 


even 


ins a new season in the garden under 
lass. 

November days are short and muggy. 
0 wise greenhouse management calls for 
reatment similar to that prescribed for 
pring. Since plants have a_ tendency 
9 make soft growth in such weather. 
vatch ventilation, humidity and tempera- 
ure. Growth that is too soft must be 
voided, since it is susceptible to disease 
nd never yields good blooms. 

In a well 


designed greenhouse 


quipped with a good heating system, it’ 


sa simple matter to keep the air in 
roper condition. Light, constant tem- 
erature, ample ventilation and all the 
ssentials to healthy plant growth may 
easily controlled. Dripping water 
tum condensation, drafts, sudden drops 
nh temperature and musty. rank condi- 
iois are sure signs of trouble. On cold 
le\s when the heat is on all the time. 
od air circulation should be main- 


tained. In warm weather. you simply 
open ventilators to keep the air fresh. 
weather it may be 
leave the roof ventilators 
open an inch or two. especially at night. 
and to maintain air circulation by heat- 
ing the greenhouse up to a temperature 
5° warmer than that which the plants 
you grow ordinarily require. It might 
well be a question of saving fuel and not 
having flowers at all or using a little 
more fuel and having them in abundance. 

Thermostatically controlled  ventila- 
tion seems heaven-sent during this un- 
certain weather. It operates automati- 
cally. All that is necessary is to set 
the thermostat at the temperature you 
want and the roof sash opens when the 


but in dull, muggy 


necessary to 


greenhouse becomes too warm and closes 
when the sunlight is blanked out by 
clouds. In windy or stormy weather the 
ventilator may be adjusted so the sash 
opens only half-way. If you do not have 
this type of ventilation, it might be well 
to look into it. It is relatively inexpen- 
sive and operates on low voltage, so that 
it can be installed by any handyman. 


Soaking the soil heavily can cause 
mildew and other diseases at this time of 
year. Plants in large pots may be es- 
pecially susceptible. Those in 3-inch or 
smaller pots are not much of a problem, 
since they usually suffer more from 
lack of water than from an excess of it. 
Later in the when days are 
longer and plants are making growth, 
they will want more moisture. But from 
now until the middle of February. com- 
mon sense calls for watering on bright 
mornings when the ventilators can be 
opened. This cuts down on the chance 
of condensation on the foliage—one of 


season. 





the greatest causes of disease. 

There are a number of excellent flower- 
ing plants that may be started from 
seed or bulbs this month. If you have 
neglected to plant bulbs of tulips, daffo- 
dils and hyacinths, pot up a few hundred 
this month. They are really no trouble 
to care for and you will be glad for 
their brilliant show in a myriad of colors 
from midwinter on. Don’t forget freesias, 
ranunculus and anemones. While they 
would bloom earlier if planted in Sep- 
tember or October. the flowers are, 
nevertheless, most welcome anytime. 

Sun-ripened tomatoes from your green- 
house in midwinter are a rare treat, 
even though you may get only a few. 
Tomatoes are easy to grow if you keep 
your greenhouse at a night temperature 
of 65° or better. Don’t try growing 
them in a cool house. for at low tempera- 
tures they just won’t set fruit. As for 
varieties, select one of the good earlies 
such as Bonny Best. Michigan State 
Forcing. Waltham or John Bear. 

Seed for a number of quick-growing 
plants may be started this month. Acro- 
clinium, which produces daisy-like straw 
flowers in shades of pink and white does 
much better than 
doors. Blooms are everlasting, but stems 
Begonia semperflorens 


under glass out-of- 
soon shrivel up. 
may be sown now, too, for smalk flower- 
ing plants by late winter. These will 
bloom in the greenhouse and come in 
handy for setting out in the spring. 
The nice thing about this plant is that 
it starts flowering when small and con- 
tinues to do so. Calceolaria seed should 
be planted this month to be ready for 
t-inch pots by May. Be sure to keep 
them free of aphids. The dwarf dahlias 
that you enjoy out-of-doors make good 
pot plants for spring flowering in the 
greenhouse. Sow seed for good strong 
5-inch plants by May. 
affine. with small lavender flowers, makes 
a good dwarf, bushy. summer-flowering 
pot plant. Grow it at a temperature of 
60°. 

Petunias for winter flowering, espe- 
cially the new doubles which resemble 
carnations, put on a good show. Grow 
them at a moderate temperature of from 


Sweet-scented 


(Continued on page 39) 
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Brighten your window with 


(loxinias 


By ALBERT and TRUDY BUELL 


Photographs for Frower Grower by Roche 


F you want color on your windowsill, 

try growing gloxinias. No other house 

plants can provide the interesting 
variations and color range of the new 
gloxinia hybrids. and no other plants 
will reward you so handsomely for the 
small effort it takes to flower them. 

Their colors run the gamut from deli- 
cate orchid pink to darkest purple. 
There are ruffled pure whites, others 
lightly tinted; some that are finely speck- 
led. as if by a light. airy mist; and, 
perhaps most striking of all, there are 
vivid ruffled reds. \ collection of 
gloxinias in full bloom presents a sight 
not easily imagined by anyone unfamil- 
iar with them. 

In size, no less than in color, these 
new hybrids are a far cry from the 
smallish red and_ purple bell-shaped 
flowers that were favorites of our grand- 
mothers. Well grown plants of the 
larger kinds usually have flowers 44% to 
5 inches across, and occasionally there'll 
be an even larger bloom. The more 
floriferous though smaller-flowered kinds 
often have 40 flowers open at once, and 
one of our record plants actually had 
102 flowers open at the same time. 


Gloxinia leaves. too, are both attrac- 
tive and interesting. In some varieties 
they’re nearly smooth, in others extremely 
hairy. They also vary a great deal in 
size, some measuring as much as 14 
inches long and 10 inches wide. 

The easiest way to start a gloxinia 
collection is to purchase potted plants 
or dormant tubers. If you buy tubers, 
the soil mixture is the first thing to 
consider. Gloxinias like a rich, fibrous 
soil, and we have found the following 
mixture satisfactory: one-third good 
garden loam. one-third compost or leaf- 
mold, and one-third made up of half 
peatmoss and half sand. We add a 4- 
inch pot of bonemeal to each bushel 
of this potting mixture, or a little less 
than a cupful to a 12-quart pail of 
soil mixture. Tubers 14% inches across 
or less should be potted in 5-inch pots. 
Larger tubers should be given 6-, 7- or 
8-inch pots. About an inch of crushed 
charcoal in the bottom of the pot  in- 
sures good drainage. 

Gloxinias seem to do best in a south 
or east window where they receive all 
the sun possible during the winter 


(Continued on page 49) 


HOW TO GROW GLOXINIAS 


- -- from Tubers 





Hybrid gloxinias of today are a spectac 
to 5'4 inches across. Some kinds may ha 


ehold. 


many as 





--- from Cutti 





Place drainage and an inch of 
charcoal in bottom of pot. Use _ plant 
fibrous soil composed of 1/3 
compost or leafmold, 1/3 good 
garden loam and 1/3 equal parts 
of coarse sand and peatmoss. 
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When foliage dies down and 
shows no sign of new 
growth it should be put in a 
dark place, cellar or closet, 
to rest. Don’t let pot dry out, 
water occasionally during rest. 


Select green, robust leaves for 
cuttings while 
blooming. Cut as close 
to the main stem as possible, their leaves in coarse 
is hard. Cut- but 


where leaf-stem 
tings always come true to color. 


Leaves can he _ inserted i 
bowl, terrarium or lerge i 
The authors 


is still 
pan, above. 
vermiculite or peat 
can be used with much suc 


Tubers 
leaf, 
deve 0] 
When 
it shor 
bloo n 



















Modern gloxinias range in color from light lavender to dark 


purple. Some are speckled like the pink and white above. 











Cover Picture 


The gloxinias pictured 






on the cover are hybrids 






developed by the au- 
thors. A is a_ heavily 
ruffled red. B, C and 
D show the varying de- 








grees of red and pink 
speckling possible: B is 
completely speckled; in 
C the speckling runs al- 
most solid in the throat, 
and Dis _ delicately 
speckled on _ petal-edge Roche 
and in throat. 






















acehold. Large-flowered types have individual blossoms measuring up 


afmany as 40 blossoms. The leaves may also measure 14 by 10 inches. 














e - - from Seed 








Tubers form on the base of the 


The authors sow their seed on Seeds germinate in six to ten Plants grown from seeds sown 


e Wleaf. Four stages in tuber soil composed of compost, good days. Plants in pot left are in the summer will flower the 
rs deve opment are shown above. loam, coarse sand and peatmoss. ready for transplanting; pot next spring. The plant will 
y.. Whe tuber has formed, right, The seeds are then covered with right, transplanted seedlings. bloom again in the fall if 
eal@it should be potted. It will a thin layer of sphagnum moss Seed-pot is watered through main stem is cut off close to 
sucGbloom the following spring. screened through a strainer. corked small pot in center. soil level, leaving two leaves. 
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Flower Grower 





ITH summer but a memory. we 
must now focus our attention on 
topics for late fall and winter meet- 
ings. The following are a few sugges- 
tions: 
Forcing bulbs 
Winter protection of plants 
Fall and winter pruning of trees and 
shrubs 
Propagation of house plants 
Propagation of shrubs by hardwood 
cuttings 
Begonias as house plants 
House plants you can grow in water 
Ferns you can grow indoors 
Fertilizers 
Gardening myths and_ superstitions 


Pennsylvania Club Projects 


The Garden Workers Club sponsored 
a gardening project for retarded Negro 
school children. 

The Kane Garden Club sponsored a 
school project with the slogans “Pennies 
for Petunias” and “Two Pennies for 
Tulips,” which resulted in the replant- 


A glimpse at 





HE 1951 New York State Fair at 

Syracuse was the scene of much gar- 

den club activity. Dr. Kenneth Post 
of the Department of Floriculture of 
Cornell University gave garden club 
members every possible assistance in 
presenting an outstanding flower show. 
Mrs. Ralph Harwood of Skaneateles was 
garden club chairman and Mrs. Thomas 
W. Lawler and Mrs. H. R. Peet of Syra- 
cuse were co-chairmen. 

This is the largest flower show held in 
upstate New York. The exhibition build- 
ing featured small gardens. dining 
tables, flower arrangements in niches and 
tables of horticultural exhibits. Mem- 
bers of garden clubs from all parts of 
the state competed for money prizes 
offered by the fair committee. An area 
allocated for demonstrations was filled 
at all times. Each day club members 
from particular sections: of the state 
demonstrated flower arrangements, table 
settings and corsages. The fair com- 
mittee presented $100 daily for demon- 
strations; awards of from $2 to $10 were 
presented to individual winners. 
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Garden Club Forum 


Conducted by VICTOR H. RIES 


Extension Floriculturist, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 





ing of an ugly dump near the railroad 
station, 

The Titusville Garden Club held a 
children’s flower show, encouraged a 
town clean-up campaign and held an 
anti-litter poster contest in the schools. 

The Allegheny County Garden Club 
worked with sixth-, seventh- and eighth- 
grade children in a_vegetable- and 
flower-raising project. 

The Monroe County Garden Club gave 
prizes to 4-H Club members. It has a 
wild flower study group. 

The Allentown Garden Club held a 
backyard improvement contest, also 
worked on cleaning up and improving 
approaches to the town. 

The Drexel Hill Garden Club gave 
children instructions in flower arrange- 
ment. 

The Lansdowne Club gave talks on 
gardening and conservation in public and 
private schools, also made plans for 
landscaping a new school building. 

The Countryside Gardeners gave a 
horticultural scholarship. 





Notice 


@ Garden club officers interested in 
increasing the income of their clubs 
are invited to write to Circulation De- 
partment, Dept. GC, FLower Grower, 
Albany 1, New York. 











The Garden Workers maintained 
gardens in public parks, also started a 
“Model Mile” planting along highways. 

The West Chester Garden Club started 
a bird sanctuary for school children. 

The Paoli Garden Club started land- 
scaping the town library. 

The Wissahickon Garden Club planted 
groundcovers around a war memorial. 

The Bethel Garden Club, which has a 
club arboretum, landscaped a new school. 

The Clarion Garden Club gives scholar- 
ships to state conservation workers. 

The Forest Hills Garden Club printed 
a leaflet, “Conservation in Your Own 
Backyard.” and distributed it through- 
out the community.» 





Most flower shows indicate a trend 
in arrangement style or predominating 
type of container. Through the years ex- 
hibitors have favored a low, rectangular 





The Garden Clubs =»: comes com 


container for a Japanese-style arrange- 

ment, a Chinese pillow for a line design 

and a pedestaled urn for a mass arrange- 
(Continued on page 36) 





e 


Robert G. Elliott 


The committee of gardeners above organized the garden club division of the New York 
State Fair held in Syracuse. They are, left to right, Mrs. Helen Harwood, Skaneatles; 
Mrs. Robert Collins, Fayetteville; Mrs. T. W. Lawler, Syracuse; Mrs. Renwick Peet. 


Syracuse; and Dr. Kenneth Post, Department of Floriculture, Cornell University, Ithaca. 
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Prices Drastically Reduced 


on 


CAMELLIAS — AZALEAS! 


Order These “Once-in-a-Lifetime” Values Today! 


Camellias are the World’s Most Beautiful Flower. 


STANDARD 





AZALEAS 





CAMELLIAS 


ALBA PLENA—Very double, snow white. Extra 
early. 

ANNA BRENEAU—Full double deep pink. Late. 

APPLE BLOSSOM—White lightly washed rose. 
Early. 

AUNT JETTY—Double, large, turkey red, cupped. 

BONNIE BEE—Semi-double, red. Midseason. 
BROWN’S RED-—Semi double, dark red. Late. 

CANDIDISSIMA—Double, medium white, calyx 
concave. 

— Large white, double, slightly cupped. 


Ka 

CHEERFULNESS Full double, deep rose. Mid- 
season. 

CHEROKEE—Rose and white variegated. 

CLARK’S RED—Double, red, very large. Early. 

COLONIAL PINK—Peony form, deep pink. 

DIXtE—Large, full double, vivid pink. Early. 

HELEN OF TROY—Large, semi-double red. Mid- 
season, 

ae ong -Semi-double, very large, white with broad 
stri 

LADY “CAMPBELL- -Full double, medium size, light 
red, Midseason to late. 

MISSION BELLS—Rose with golden stamens. 

OTOME—Like pink perfection but larger, petal edges 
lighter shell-pink. 

PINK POPPY—Single or semi-double, fragrant, soft 
pink with rosette of stamens. 

RADIATION—Late, semi-double, bright Christmas 
red, with faint pink or whitish markings radiating 
from throat. 

— DES FLEURS—Semi-double, rose and 
white. 

ROSE EMRY—Peony form, medium size, crimson 


early. 

SEMI-DOUBLE BLUSH Lovely semi-double 
blooms with yellow stamens. 

STILES PERFECTION—Peony form, pink and white, 
also a pure pink sport. 

TRICOLOR—Semi-double almost pure white to red 
and intermediate: colors on same bush. 


Prices on Standard Camellias 


De BS iy boo % we $1.25 each 
2 to 212 feet.. : 2.75 each 
me WE Dh WOES ii aise csooas 3.50 each 





ABUNDANCE-—-Large White, semi-double. Mid- 
season, 

ADOLPHE RED—Very large red, veined purple, 
semi-double. Midseason. 

ALBA COMPACTA—Very large, full double, pure 
white. Early midseason. 

ALBA SPLENDENS—Semi-double, pure white with 
yellow stamens. Midseason. 

AITONIA—Large, semi-double to single rose-pink. 

AMERICANA—Pale pink striped, imbricated. Mid- 


eascn 

ANGELA COCCHI—White marked with red, stripes 
of pink. Early 
NNA LUCHINT. Variegated rose and white, semi- 
double. 

ASPACIA—Large variegated Emperor of Russia, 
semi-double red with white blotches. Early. 

AUSTILL PINK—Semi-double pink, medium size. 
Midseason, to late. 

BEAUTIFUL—Light purple splashed with red, peony 
type. Early. 


Order from this list until May 1, 1952. 
Lowest prices in History on CAMEL- 
LIAS, AZALEAS. Complete, very color- 


ful catalog sent on request. 





PURPLE DAWN 


RARE CAMELLIAS 


een Variegated rose, washed with white. 

marly. 

CARNATION—FEarly bright red. 

CASA BLANCA--Salmon pink, double. Midseason. 

CENTIFOLIA ALBA—Semi-double white. Early 

CELT! ROSEA—Semi-double, blush pink with golden 
Stamens. Midseason to late. 

CLAUDIA LEA-—Single, self, carmine rose, very 
large. Midseason to late. 

COLLETTi—Double, large, red mottled white. 

CUP OF BEAUTY (Tasse de Beau)—Midseason, 
semi-double, pink. 

DARSI—Double, variegated, turkey red and white 
spots. 

DAYBREAK—Medium size, fluffy peony form, soft 


pink. 
DELECTISSIMA—Very large, single white, with 
ink stripes, prominent stamens. Midseason. 
ELENA NOBILE—Small deep rose-pink, full im- 
bricated, built thickly. Midseason. 





INDICA AZALEAS (Large Type) 


ELEGANS—Large, light pink. 
FISHER’S PINK—Large, deep pink. 
FORMOSA—Large, purplish pink. 
PRIDE OF MOBILE—Watermelon pink. 
PRIDE OF DORKING—Deep red. 
FIELDERS— White. 


1 to 1Y feet 50¢ each 
$30.00 per $100 


DWARF OR KURUME AZALEAS 


APPLE BLOSSOM—Pink. 

CORAL BELLS—Pink. 

PEACH BLOW—Peach Color 
SALMON BEAUTY-—Salmon Pink. 
hy 4d Pure White. 
HEXE—Scarlet. 
HINODEGIRI—Fiery red. 


Prices on Dwarf Azaleas 
6 to 8 inch 50¢ each 
$30.00 per 100 


EXTREMELY 
RARE CAMELLIAS 


ADOLPH AUDUSSON VA— Very large semi-double 
variegated creamy white. Midseason. 

ANNE LINDBERG—Red shading to ox blood, 
double, late. 

en Large formal double. White marbled 
rose-red fidseason. 

CATHERINE CATHCART Large formal, pink mot- 
tled white. Medium late 

CHASTITY—Large full peony, white with creamy 
center. Midseason. 

COMTE DE PARIS—Rose pink, fully double, loosely 
built. Midseason. 

LINDSAY NEILL—Large, semi-double, deep red, 
with white blotches. Early. 


Se eee ee $1.00 each 
eo. 2 aaa 1.75 each 
DO PR eecs sd csncdes ais 3.50 each 
ee NG bass dein wanad 5.00 each 





a oats ARDEN VARIEGATED—Medium to 
large, semi-double white Late. 

EMPRESS VARIEGATED Early. Same formation 
as Empress, pink and white, striped rose-pink, 
sometimes solid pink. 

FANTASY~—Semi-double red, medium size flowers, 
yellow stamens. 

FINLANDIA VAR. (Aurora Borealis, Margaret Jack, 
Spreckles)——Early midseason 

FISHER’S POPPY—Flutty rose. Midseason. 


Prices on Rare Camellias 


& 2 C&C Sree rere or re $.50 each 
A 0 eer 1.25 each 
ek Sree re er 2.50 each 
eS SS Serre rr ere 3.50 each 
te MES 6 on Foc 40sec csese a 5.00 each 





All plants are expertly packed in soil with Sphagnum Moss. 
You may plant above plants in pots and they will grow and 
bloom in the house if you prefer, as they are shade plants 
as well as sun plants, and foliage is green all year. 





Minimum order $3.00. Remittance with orders. Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed or return for refund. Any of above plants 
shipped in permanent tin containers or ball and burlap for 
$1.00 per plant extra which includes crating. 





NATIONAL NURSERIES sinoxt miss. 











GREENHOUSE “aso 


DECORATIVE! SCIENTIFICALLY DESIGNED! 







a NOW ANYONE CAN GROW FLOWERS OR PLANTS 
— \ INDOORS OR OUTDOORS ALL YEAR 'ROUND — 
IN ANY WEATHER! You need no experience. 


AUTOMATIC FEATURES—SURE RESULTS! 


Electric bottom-heat for Greenhouse: easily opened 
quick sprouting, sturdy and closed for planting, 
growth. Uses as little cur- tending and removing 
rent as average bulb. AC plants. 


or DC. Thermostat control, e 
6 we automatically con- Electric light for .“- 


~ night illumination. May be. 
trolled ventilators. kept on or off. 


@ Double-strength bottom. ; 
= . ‘ @ Frame made of luxurious 
@ Simple watering device on California redwood and 
outside connects with scien- aluminum. 
tific, uniform irrigation 
system inside. @ Many other tested features... 


PERFECT HOBBY! UNIQUE GIFT FOR THE HARD-TO-PLEASE! 

For plant lovers, hobbyists, executives, professional people, shut-ins‘ 
.» +. at CHRISTMAS, anniversaries, for hostess, housewarming, birthday 
THE TERRACE ... for anybody, any time! Guarantees healthy, blazing-beautiful: flow- 
GREENHOUSE ers you cannot get with ordinary pots or window boxes. Lovely spot of 
32 in. long, 16 in, wide, 21 in. high. color in any room, office; on porch, etc.; or outdoor garden all year. 
NO MORE RUINED PLANTS — Perfect protection against Luxurious looking! 


drafts, cold, dryness, meddling. Grow or start orchids, [REE va.uaste cuive MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


African violets, gloxinias, miniature roses, vegetable HOW TO DO WONDERS WITH Your ae been he ape 50 oe 
x , th a ther IND! you are not completely satis! wi 
Plants and flowers, Grows many flowers outdoors in YOURTERRACEGREENHOUSE, the TERRACE GREENHOUSE. 
° an arnes. ives compicte, ou wow muc. 
freezing weather. Even children get marvelous resulta eae: A-B-C directions for araiee more just to be — of healer - 


with bulbs, seeds, tubers, cuttings, roots. scores of different flowers, vegetables, —- * year ‘round! Send $39.95 

a herbs—even if you never grew any~- lor Standard model described above. 

HAPPY USERS SAY: “Your Terrace Greenhouse grows thing before! Gives soil mixtures, Deluxe model made especially for 

orchids ‘out of this world.’ ” — D. D., St. Paul, Minn, temperatures, . oy Ci — di- growing orchids and outs eam 

“The child t fine results with everything we have tried, rections. Yours F you order size 32” long, 18” wide, 2 ae 
ia lates. . eeeckontian” ae 4 your TERRACE GREENHOUSE $59.95. We pay. shinning 

— Rolling Hills Country Day School, Roslyn, N. Y. Start growing now—order TODAYI 


R. 
OLD COPPER MINE FARMS, Inc., Dept. FG-11 Powe PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY. 5-2528 








Orchids for the Home 


MOTH ORCHID—4 to 10 light lavender flowers per plant. 
Growth completed—ready to flower Nov. thru March. 
Growing instructions in catalog. Postpaid $7.50 in U.S.A. 


LAVENDER CATTLEYA ORCHID—large corsage type. Flow- 
ering size plant. Postpaid $7.50 in U.S.A. 


ORCHID PLANTS—LATEST AFRICAN VIOLETS 
TROPICAL FOLIAGE PLANTS FOR THE HOME 


Illustrated 1951 catalog 25¢. Sent free with order 


eee te ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS. Inc. 


MOTH ORCHID Route 6—Box 77 Dept. F Jacksonville 7, Florida 














Now Available! Special-By-Mail ! 


SELF-BRANCHING 
wee IWY PLANT 


@ BRANCHES BY ITSELF! 
@ NATIONALLY ADVERTISED! € 
@ GROWS IN SOIL OR WATER, WITH 

OR WITHOUT DIRECT SUNLIGHT! 


Now! Amazing, completely different ‘‘Magic Mist’’ Ivy can be sent 
to you special by mail! Grows almost like magic, producing hundreds 
of misty green leaves on self-branching stems! You'll be delighted with 
its exotic beauty. May get to be yard long. A good way to plant is 2 
in pot with plenty of room to grow and branch out. One of the sturdiest 
of all house plants. Unusually easy to grow. Only 59¢ each or 2 for $1 
Cash orders prepaid, or SEND NO MONEY. Pay postman C.0O.D. plus 
postal chgs. Carefully packed. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Return 
at once for cheerful refund if not delighted, but ORDER NOW—offer 
good for this month. 





------------—--~-----------+ 


OWEN NURSERY, Bloomington, IIl., Dept. 890 


| POT eC CTT TLE ee 





Lee Tee ee ee ee eee Send me 




















The Garden Clubs 


(Continued from page 34) 


ment. At this show only one Chinese 
pillow vase was used. 

At the Federation Day luncheon a 
WAC band entertained the garden club 
members, including many from New 
York City and Long Island. Gatherings 
such as this give garden club members 
an opportunity to become better ac- 
quainted with the activities of state 
agricultural and conservation depart- 
ments. Mrs. Walter B. Slifer. conserva- 
tion chairman for New York state gar- 
den clubs, suggested that garden clubs 
could aid the conservation program in 
the schools. Many teachers would like 
to present the conservation material such 
as films and picture collections com- 
piled by these state departments. but it 
must be returned promptly and busy 
classroom schedules often impede speedy 
collection and return of this material. 

Miss Barbara Hall. who conducts a 
rural radio program (“Garden Club of 
the Air”) from Ithaca. makes tape re- 
cordings of interviews from homes. club 
meetings or any place in which she finds 
interesting gardeners. These interviews 
are presented each day at 9:30 A.M. 
from Niagara Falls to Scranton. Pa.. and 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Each day during the 
New York State Fair her listeners were 
able to hear the comments of the flower 
show judges and the exhibitors and to 
follow the activities in the garden club 
section. 

The Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo 
garden clubs. through their excellent 
flower shows, have attracted the atten- 
tion of our neighbors beyond the St. 
Lawrence. Not only do Canadian gar- 
deners attend the New York State shows, 
but they have invited Mrs. John Merrell 
of Rochester. 1st Vice President of the 
State Federation, to go to Toronto to 
judge the Winter Fair of the Province 
of Ontario, which will be held Novem- 
ber 13-20 





Garden Events 

Nov. 2-4, SEATTLE, Wasu.—Chrysan- 
themum show, “Centennial Chrys- 
anthemums,” Evergreen Chrysan- 
themum Association and_ Seattle 
Chrysanthemum Society, Olympic 
Hotel. 

Nov. 4-11, Pasapena, Catir.—Fall 
flower and garden show, Pasadena 
Flower Show Association, Inc., 
Fannie E. Morrison Horticultural 
Center, Brookside Park. 

Nov. 6, Waco, Trex.—Flower show, 
“Indian Summer,” Belle Fleur Gar- 


den Club, YWCA Auditorium. 


Since dates are subject to change, we suggest 
you check with garden clubs or societies before 
trave'ing to out-of-town meetings. 
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The task of integrating the activities of 136 Iowa garden clubs is in the capable 


hands of Mrs. Hazen C. Pettit. state president, who lives on a farm 





near Oskaloosa. 





Carden Club Dynamo 


MONG Iowa’s most remarkable farm 
products is its state garden club 
president, Mrs. Hazen C. Pettit of 

Oskaloosa. She manages to integrate her 
farm-home_ responsibilities, greenhouse 
and outdoor gardening, 4-H Club gar- 
dening classes, community organizations, 
flower arrangement lectures and demon- 
strations—not to mention keeping in 
touch with some 136 state garden clubs 
by newsletter each month! 

Of course her main job is mothering 
four children and maintaining a large 
house and garden—with plenty of freez- 
ing and canning of home-grown fruits 
and vegetables. But she can help out in 
emergencies with the farm’s 6.000 
chickens, 8,000 turkeys and several hun- 
dred hogs. She’s adept at cleaning and 
casing eggs, setting incubators, shooing 
little turkeys indoors out of storms. Wel- 
come step-savers are all her modern 
electrical household appliances, from the 
automatic dishwasher and 
oven to the clothes-drier. 
everything going so 
Smart management. 

To mention only a few of her garden- 
ing short-cuts, she starts vegetable seeds 
for daughter Jeannine’s 4-H gardening 
project in coffee cans in the lean-to 
greenhouse in March. Not just ordinary 
varieties but new varieties or hybrids 
not yet on sale. The seedlings are moved 


self-timing 
But to keep 
smoothly takes 
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to the garden early and placed under 
hotkaps. Some seeds—cabbage, cauli- 
flower and tomato, set out early in the 
season, and cucumbers and_ melons, 
somewhat later—are planted directly in 
the garden under hotkaps. So that soil 
for midsummer easier to 
work, rows of early vegetables are alter- 
nated with tomato or lima bean 
or vining plants. (This is one of the 
tricks Mrs. Pettit learned while teach- 
ing 4-H groups how to garden efficiently ). 
When summer vacation time arrives the 
Pettits like to take long trips, so the 


seeding is 


crops 


vegetable garden must be able to take 
care of itself. Deep mulching is the 
answer, This summer the family made a 
three-week trip through the Northwest; 
when they returned the 
“under control” and the beans ready to 
can! 

Flower especially perennials, 
are started in the greenhouse in Febru- 


weeds were 


seeds, 


ary and transplanted into flats made 
from Prestone cans with the sides cut 
and turned down inside for extra 


strength. Tuberous begonias for summer 
bloom outdoors are started into growth 
in February in boxes of peat placed 
over the heat pipes with boards between. 
Ivies, rex begonias, rare foliage plants, 
succulents, etc., are grown for flower 
arrangements. Gloxinias begin to grow 


(Continued on page 43) 
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FOR YOUR GARDEN 


=— LIBRARY 






and beauty 
next spring 
you need 

this book 


Experienced gardeners know that fall is the 
best time to plant roses, azaleas, lilacs and 
other shrubs for spring bloom. This book 
“Garden Gems” will help you to be the 
envy of your friends and neighbors next 
spring and summer. It describes a host of 
rare and unusual evergreen shrubs and 
vines, azaleas, rhododendrons, lilacs and 
other flowering shrubs. You will want to 


read the chapter on Old Fashioned Roses. 


Send for your copy; 35¢ (coins or 
stamps) in U. S. A. 


Customers of record receive copy 
without request. 


Bobbink © Atkins 


Rose Growers and Nurserymen 
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME! 





584 Paterson Ave. East Rutherford, New Jersey 












® Handles all kind of 
house (and garden) 
waste...turns it into 


ODORLESS 
solution with no attrac- 
tion to flies, bugs, 
vermin, domestic or 
wild animals. 


© Homogenizes the 
garbage and creates 
the finest kind of com- 
plete organic fer- 
tilizer for your garden, 
lawn, trees, etc. 


@ In addition to turning garbage into organic 
fertilizer, the GarbaMat makes “FAM” (Fluid 
Agro-Mulch) from old newspapers—completely 
ground up and suspended in water. This 
“FAM” is poured around vegetables, flowers, 
shrubs and fruit trees. ‘FAM’ dries into an 
effective cover which keeps out weeds and 
preserves moisture in the soil... for a truly 
workless, weedless garden! 


@ The GARBAMAT is proven...it's not just a fad. 
Entirely automatic, no service or maintenance. Enthusi- 
astic users from coast 
to coast endorse the 
GARBAMAT, It's the 
newest, most sensa- 
tional news in years! 






WRITE FOR FREE 
LITERATURE 


Send for descriptive folder, No. 103 
MANUFACTURED AND GUARANTEED BY THE 


WANDEL MACHINE CO. 


DOWNINGTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 











World-Famous Figurines 
by Fred Press 
Imported, hand-woven _ baskets 
Corsage Materials 
Gold and Silver Holiday Supplies 

Flower Show Aids 

Wedding Accessories 

Artificial Flowers and Parts 
Scented Flower Stationery 

Dried Materials » House Plant Helps 
Unusual Garden Books @ Gift Suggestions 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 


FLORAL ART 


FG-11 405 CEDAR LANE 


TEANECK, NEW JERSEY 


HOUSE PLANT SEEDS 
Pkt. 


#882 Gloxinia, complete Mix.; 
#1794 African Violet Seed; 50 S 25c; 250 seed, 
$1.00 ; #2010 Rare Succulents Mix.; #4 Abutilon 
New Hybrids (Flowering Maple). Free Catalog— 
Many other House Pla:ts and Greenhouse Seeds. 


Geo.W. Park Seed Co. Greenwood 10, S. C. 





Dept. 

















Color and Design 


FOR EVERY GARDEN 


By H. Stuart Ortloff 
and Henry B. Raymore 


288 poses 









T 


‘SIGN 


Vv gander 


Over 60 
8" x 514" Actual Plans 





Only 


$3.50 


Postpaid 


Here is the practical, down-to-earth 
help you need for planning and plant- 
ing your garden. Whether you have 
a backyard garden or an estate of 
several acres, you will find just the 
plan you want. You will also find up- 
to-date plant lists, including sugges- 
tions for colorful companion groups, 
featuring narcissus, tulips, iris, day- 
lilies, delphiniums; and charts of trees, 
shrubs, bulbs and perennials that 
bloom at the same time. There are 
chapters on plant arrangements; spe- 
cial gardens (terrace, bird, seashore, 
and green), regional planting; to 
mention just a few. Order your copy 
today. 


FLOWER GROWER’ BOOKSHOP 

2049 Grand Central Terminal 

New York 17, N. Y. 

Please send me....cop....of ‘Color and 
Design for Every Garden’ by H. Stuart 
Ortloff and Henry B. Raymore, $3.50 a 
copy. 
Enclosed is 
re 


my check in the amount 


Name 


rer 


Books are sent postpaid. Foreign and 
Canadian orders, add 10% for handling 
























(uestions and Answers 


FLower Grower readers can help fellow gardeners by answering any of the 
questions on this page. As many replies as space permits will be printed in future 
issues. Just send a brief reply on a penny postal card to Questions and Answers 
Department, FLowER Grower, 2049 Grand Central Terminal, New York 17, N. Y. 
Inquiries sent to this department accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed en- 
velope will be either printed or answered by our staff. 


Questions 


Clematis Cuttings 


How does one start or take cuttings of 
clematis’ Also, when is the proper time 
for this?—(Miss) VioLet Bourceols 
(Ore. ) 


Dianthus Seed 


For some time I have been trying to 
secure seed of Dianthus _§graniticus. 
granite pink, in the United States and 
Europe, but with no success. Could 
someone please tell me where I could 


seed ?—(Mrs.) KATHARINE 


(Conn. ) 


obtain this 
M. BRADLEY 


Herb Plants Wanted 


Can: anyone tell me where I can obtain 
mandrake and sarsaparilla?—-R. Dins- 
MORE (Calif. ) 

Snake Grass Seeds 

Where can I buy seeds of snake grass? 
It is an annual grass with seed pods that 
hang down and look like rattlesnake tails. 

-CAROLINE PEDERSEN ( Wash.) 


Answers 


Answers to September Questions 


Numbered Metal Tags 
Answering Dewey E. Chilecote (Pa.) 
When I need a permanent metal tag 
or label, I go to the tinsmith and get 
scraps of zinc and have them cut in 
strips 5g inch wide. I then cut these 
to the desired length and punch holes in 
them myself. The fluid I use to write 
with is a saturate solution of bluestone 
(copper sulphate) which can be bought 
at any seed store. A few cents worth 
will make enough ink to last for years. 
The solution eats into the zinc and is 
permanently legible. The labels can be 
used over again by sanding off the origi- 
nal writing and re-writing a new name 
or number. In fact. the writing seems to 
take better at any time if the zinc is 
freshly whisked off with sandpaper. I 
have been told to use a gold pen with the 
bluestone solution, but a steel pen seems 
to work as well with me.—Mrs. LENA 
Loturop (Calif.) 


Aluminum labels can be purchased 
from Waldor Greenhouses, Box 51, Clif- 
ton, Marblehead, Mass. These come in 
both the pointed and tie-on styles and 
are made of soft metal which is easily 
embossed by writing on them with a 
pencil, making a permanent label.— 


A. M. Witkinson (Va.) 
Germinating Poppy Seeds 


Answering Bud Stan (IIl.) 

I have had beautiful poppies from 
seed. I sow after planting my bulbs—No- 
vember 15 to December 15—and cover 
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lightly. I understand sowing on snow is 
also successful but have never tried it.— 
CoreLanp S. SOUTHALL (Va.) 


Liming Plants 
Answering Mrs. R. P. Ridgway (Neb.) 
Never lime any flowers or other plant- 
ings without knowing the soil needs. 
More plantings are ruined by overliming 
than by any other cause. No two soils 
are alike in their lime requirement. Find 
out what your soil needs by having soil 
analyzed.—Epwin HARRINGTON (Pa.) 


Withering Zinnias 
Answering L. L. Long (Okla.) 

Your withering zinnias may just need 
more water. Despite the notion that zin- 
nias do not require much water, we have 
found it necessary to water as often as 
twice a day to keep them from wilting. 
We have also lost zinnias by over-zealous 
cultivating which damaged the shallow 
roots and caused the plants to wilt and 
die in a few days.—A. THompson 


(Idaho) 


Use a good rose dust containing Fer- 
mate on your zinnias to prevent wither- 
ing or wilt. Start when the plants are 
very young and continue every ten days. 


—Mkrs. C. E. Sprout (Ili.) 


Answers to August Questions 


Clay Soil Problem 
Answering (Miss) Norma J. 
(N. Y.) 

You can grow almost any flower or 
if you have good 


Guckemus 


shrub on clay soil 
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me 








drainage. Build up the topsoil by add- 
ing gritty sand, humus, peatmoss, leaf- 
mold or manure. Only work clay soil 
when it is fairly dry; if you work it while 
wet it will cake and harden when it 
dries.—Mrs. James CasapeEvALL (N. J.) 


Liquid Manure 


Answering Mrs. Ruth Baldwin (Kans.) 
A good formula for making liquid 
manure can be obtained by writing 
V. A. Tiedjens, Director, Virginia Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station, Norfolk, 
Virginia.—James D. Brinces ( Mont.) 


Answers to July Questions 
Hardening Cut Flowers 

The best way I know to harden cut 
flowers before using in an arrangement 
is to place them in water (not ice cold) 
and leave them there for about an hour. 


Germinating Azalea Seed 
Answering Mrs. Mary A. Brown ( Va.) 
To germinate azalea seeds, first ob- 
tain good fresh seeds from a reliable 
seedsman. I place coarse peatmoss in a 
bulb pan, filling the »ot to within % 
inch from the top. This is soaked with 
water and allowed to drain. Then I sow 
the azalea seeds thinly. They are not 
covered, just pressed into the peatmoss. 
Then immerse the pot in a container of 
water and allow the whole to soak up 
the moisture. When moisture shows at 
the top of the peatmoss, take the pot 
out and allow it to drain. 
the container with a piece of glass and 
place a newspaper over it. Never allow the 
peatmoss to dry out; just keep it moist 
by watering from the bottom. In about 
30 days the seedlings will begin to ap- 
pear. This method has always proved 
successful with me-—Etvin McDona.p 





—(Miss) Viotet Bourceots (Ore.) ( Okla.) 
The Home Greenhouse 
(Continued from page 31) 
50° to 55° with plenty of fresh air. handling easier. Simply place the pots 


Snapdragons sown this month should be 
in flower by late April or May. They are 
among the easiest plants to grow and the 
blooms are good for cutting. They will 
come in earlier if you let them grow to 
a single stalk and set the plants close 
together. say 6 inches apart. Schizanthus, 
which in the early spring, may 
be sown now. Set four or five plants to 
an 8-inch pot for good-sized specimens. 
Stock does much better under glass 
than out-of-doors. since it prefers a cool 
temperature, 45° to 50°. at night. It will 
not form buds at high temperatures. and 
that is why it often fails in the garden. 
Try either the double columnar stock, 
which gives you long-stemmed blooms, or 
the branching type, which can be cut 
and appears again on shorter stems. 
Sweet peas sown by November 15 should 
begin to flower by March and give you 
plenty of bloom by mid-April. We like 
to sow three or four seeds to a small 
pot and then transplant them to their 
own bed, which can be used for other 
plants until the seedlings are up. 
Achimenes, gloxinias and tuberous be- 
gonias, which are among the showiest 
blooms we have for late spring and 
summer, may be started from seed sown 
now. It takes about seven months for 
them to reach maturity, but plants are 
better when grown this way. They like 
a warm greenhouse temperature, 60°- 
65°. high humidity and a uniform soil 
moisture all the time, since these be- 
gonias and especially achimenes and 
gloxinias are very susceptible to damp- 
ing off and mildew. Sub-irrigation makes 


flowers 
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in a shallow tray of water and allow 
them to draw up their own moisture 
through the drainage holes by capillary 
action. If you prefer to start plants 
from tubers, there is plenty of time, 
for they do not have to be started into 
growth until February.» 





Picture 


Grow a 





@ You can create a natural picture 
for your window by adapting one of 
the basic landscape plans described in 
a new booklet entitled, “How to Put 
a Picture in Your Picture Window,” 
by landscape architect Mary Deputy 


Lamson. Mrs. Lamson has _ been 
named consultant in Libbey-Owens- 
Ford Glass Company’s new public 


service to assist homeowners in land- 
scaping their picture windows and is 
the author of “Tulips in the Garden” 
which appeared in the September 
FLower Grower. This pamphlet may 
be obtained from any Libbey-Owens- 
Ford glass distributor. 





Then cover | 














39 








THIS MODEL 
Less Than $400 


A delightful addition to your home where you 
can live with your favorite flowers. Costs less 
than rooms of other constructions. Made in sec- 
tions for easy assembly with bolts and screws. 
Size 10 by I! ft. ready to go on your foundation. 
Other models with slanted or straight sides, in- 
cluding Lean-to greenhouses from less than $225. 
Automatic heat and ventilation available. Write 
for Free Booklet No. 26. 


Hand Book—Greenhouse Gardening For Every- 


one—22 Illustrated Chapters. Post Paid $4.00. 











LORD & BURNHAM 


IRVINGTON. N.Y DES PLAINES, ILL 











200 varieties of best Japanese, European 
and Lutea Hybrids! 


TREE PEONIES 


Also Herbaceous Peonies & Iris Kaempferi (Higo)! 
SELECTED TREE PEONY SEEDS: 100 for $5 
SELECTED IRIS KAEMPFERI SEEDS: 100 for $4 
No C.O.D.’s. Request complete catalogue from 


LOUIS SMIRNOW,1 Elmcourt Dr., Sands Pt.,N.Y. 




















The Hower 
Arrangement 


Calendar - 1952 


by Helen Van Pelt Wilson 


only s] 


The Perfect Christmas Gift! 


¢ 54 photographs of lovely flower ar- 
rangements by American women. 

¢ Appropriate quotations for each ar- 
rangement. 


¢ Space for entering morning, noon 
and evening engagements. 


¢ Beautiful full-color cover. 
and 


several as gifts for relatives 
Attractively gift-boxed. 


Buy 
friends. 


Money back if not satisfied. 








FLOWER GROWER BOOKSHOP 
2049 Grand Central Terminal 
New York 17, N. Y. 


| Arrangement Calendar—1952, at $1.00 a copy plus 
| 10c for postage. 


On orders for 2 or more calendars, we pay postage. 


Name 


| 

| 

I enclose $.. for copies of The Flower 
| 

| 

Address | 
| 











FINEST 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


DAFFODILS 


Bulbs grown in the Pacific Northwest 


are large, healthy bulbs . . . producing 
beautiful blossoms. Order now 
while selections are complete. 


Special 
Mybrid Mixture 

Many outstanding new selected seedlings .. . 
grown by one of the largest American breed- 
ers. Large bulbs—double nose No. 1—grown 
in Oregon. Several different types in collec- 
tion. This is the best bargain we have ever 
offered in daffodils. Each 15¢; 3 for 40¢; 
doz. $1.50; 100 for $12.00. 


FREE BULB CATALOG 


Send for our free bulb catalog—the most 
complete in the West. 


GILL BROS. SEED CO. 


Dept. FG, Montavilla Station 
Portland 16, Oregon 


Retail stores in Portland and Seattle 





































wn 
Ask any lawn ex- 
pert! He'll tell you 
that the uniform 
moisture condi- 
tions, cool nights 
and warm sunny 
days of fall com- 
bine to give you 
richer, thicker 
_ So apply 
igoro*. Vigoro 
will nourish the 
whole plant— 
roots, stems and 
tops. Get your 
Vigoro today ! 
*Vigoro is the trade-mark for 


a Swift & Company’s complete, 
4 a heeds balanced plant food. 


eT WIGORO 


=I NOW! 











Plants and Paints 


(Continued from page 17) 


and fruit families—pumpkins. squash, 
apples, pineapples, peaches, grapes. 


oranges, lemons and watermelons. 
Many of Bill’s paintings have won 
recognition in various parts of the coun- 
try. He has been represented in such 
competitive exhibitions as the Carnegie 
Art Institute. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 
the Cincinnati Art Museum, Cincinnati, 
Ohio: the National Exhibition of Ameri- 
can Art, New York City; Midwestern 
Artist Exhibitions, Kansas City, Missour?;: 
and the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 
Arts, Philadelphia. He has exhibited 
at the Corcoran Gallery of Fine Arts in 
Washington, D. C.. and, in 1940. was 
represented in that gallery’s “Best Mural 
Designs for the 48 States.” As a re- 
sult of this show. he was commissioned 
by the Federal Arts Project to paint a 
mural for the Pendleton, Indiana, post 
office. A painting of cactus plants was 
purchased by the Culver Military Acad- 
emy for its permanent gallery. Except 
for the years of World War II. Bill has 
regularly exhibited in the Hoosier Salon. 
the John Herron Art Museum, the In- 


diana Artists’ Club and the Indiana 
State Fair. At the State Fair he has won 
some 25 prizes. 

FLowerR GRoweER readers ‘who at- 
tended the 1951 International Flower 
Show in New York may recall that Bill’s 
Hoosier Salon prize-winning still life, 
“The Green Thumb,” was on display at 
the FLower GROWER exhibit on the third 
floor. This painting was Bill’s third to 
win the Hoosier Salon’s premier award 
for still lifes. Readers who live in the 
vicinity of Indianapolis may be interested 
to know that he will hold a one-man 
show this month. November 19-30. at the 
Hoosier Salon Gallery, where many of 
the paintings shown in the accompanying 
illustrations will be on display. 

From an artist’s viewpoint, it is emi- 
nently more satisfactory to paint “home- 
grown” plants. They can be studied 
carefully before the painting is begun 
and they are less likely to die before 
it is completed because of having been 
removed from their “home” environment. 
In the days when we borrowed plants 
from friends we found, to our dismay, 





@ Visitors to the 


glov es. 





“The Green 





International Flower Show in 
saw this still life painting, “The Green Thumb,” on display in the FLOWER 
Grower booth. The sharpest-eyed noted the copy of the 
Grower in the righthand corner, next to the pair of 
Before its trip to New York, the oil painting, 
William F. Kaeser of Indianapolis, hung in the 27th 
exhibit in Indianapolis, where it was awarded the Mrs. T. C. Werbe $100 prize. 
For more information about Mr. Kaeser see the story which begins on page 16. 


Thumb” | 


New York City in March 
February 1950 FLoOwER 
green-thumbed garden 
which is the work of 
annual Hoosier Salon 
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that the plants often resented being 
moved and we were forced to report to 
the owners that their plants had 
survived the painting period. 

While a greenhouse is an objective 
for the future, we have found that many 
different plants will adapt themselves to 
the conditions found in the home. To be 
successful, of course, we have to deter- 
mine the soil. temperature and other 
preferences of the plants we wish to 
grow. Some are more adaptable than 
others, but any plant will be happier if 
its natural growing conditions are ap- 
proximated. We could hardly expect 
great success with cacti or other desert 
plants in Indiana, where the air is moist 
and sunshine can be expected only 57 
per cent of the time. But we suc- 
ceed with plants which like moisture in 
the air—African violets, begonias. foli- 
age plants and vines. flowering bulbs 
such as amaryllis. gloxinias, callas. cala- 
diums and other similar plants. 


not 


can 


Some of the tropical and subtropical 
plants sicken and die when brought from 
a greenhouse into a living room. By ex- 
perimentation, however. we have found 
that some of the more temperamental 
ones can be successfully raised from seed. 
In this way, the plants seem more able 
to adjust themselves to the 
growing conditions. 


“unnatural” 


Strelitzia from Seed 


Strelitzia reginae. the bird-of-paradise 
flower, is almost sure to perish when 
brought into the home. but we have been 
able to grow two of these exotic tropical 
plants from seed. The cultural directions 
which came with the seeds stated that 
bottom heat was necessary to assure ger- 
mination. We knew that the top of the 
gas stove was constantly warm. due to 
the pilot light. We adjusted the pilot 
light so the temperature remained at a 
uniform 85°. We planted three seeds in 
a mixture of equal parts of sand. peat- 
moss and soil in a covered baking dish. 
The dish was kept on the stove directly 
over the pilot light day and night except 
when the stove was needed for prepar- 
ing meals. Since the dish was tightly 
covered, only a small amount vo! water- 
ing was needed during germination. 


It took four weeks for the seeds to 
“hatch,” but they grew quickly after 
germinating. The plants were potted 


in rich soil as soon as they were large 
enough to handle and were placed in an 
east window, continue to 
Each year they are repotted into 
a slightly larger pot. While a minimum 
temperature of 60° is recommended for 
strelitzia, these two grown from seed 
have survived-temperatures as iow as 40° 
during the winter months. However. 
such low temperatures do slow down the 
plants’ growth temporarily. 

Veltheimia viridifolia rests during the 


where they 
grow. 
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summer and starts growing about Sep- 
tember 1. A giant-size veltheimia bulb 
purchased during the fall of 1948 has 
barely managed to exist, producing only 
one spindly bloom during this period— 
due. no doubt. to the coolness of the 
house. Eight veltheimia seed were planted 
in 1948 and treated in the same mannér 
as strelitzia. Three of the eight seeds 
germinated; the strongest-looking seed- 
ling was potted and the other two dis- 
carded. The seedling has grown to a 
good-sized bulb, exceeding the original 
bulb both in size and quality. It is 
allowed to remain in its pot during the 
summer resting period, but water is with- 
held. It starts growing again about Sep- 
tember 1 and continues to grow during 
the winter months. when the 
ture in our house is much lower 
that recommended for the plant. 


tempera- 
than 


Potting Soil 


The proper potting 
plants is an important factor, but it is 
sometimes difficult .to obtain. Woods 
soil, sandy loam, compost and leafmold 
are usually recommended. None of these 
is readily available to apartment-dwellers 
or those who garden on small city lots. 
We have found that the only solution for 
city folks is te compromise by using sub- 
stitutes. 


soil for house 


If the flower or vegetable garden can- 
not provide the basis for the potting 
soil, you can usually purchase good top- 
soil by the bushelbasket or truckload. 
(We have purchased 14 tons!) The top- 
soil can be augmented by the addition 
of sand, dried manure, 
bonemeal some commercial fer- 
tilizer, All of these materials are usually 
available at seed and at 
moderate cost. In most instances, peat- 
may substituted for leafmold. 
humus and compost. If the mixture is 
to be used for plants requiring a large 
proportion of leafmold (such as_ bill- 
bergias), bonemeal may be added to the 


peatmoss, cow 


and 
feed stores 


moss be 


peatmoss. It is usually wise to add 
some bonemeal in any case, since the 
peatmoss has little or no food value. 


Dried cow manure. usually available in 
smal! packages, may be added to soil 
mixture for plants which need a rich 
soil—callas, gloxinias. caladiums, be- 
gonias, etc. Cow manure should be used 
carefully and only when the directions 
so recommend, as some plants, particu- 
larly coleus, will not grow well if cow 
manure is used. 

Because of the large number of house 
plants we grow, we find it convenient to 
mix a large quantity of “general” potting 
soil. This consists of 4% ordinary soil 
from the yard, 14 peatmoss and 14 sand. 
which is purchased from a_ building 
supply company. To each bushelbasket 
we add 1% pint of 4-12-4 fertilizer and a 
pint of bonemeal. A quantity of this soil 
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AFRICAN VIOLET 


“RED KING” 
$2.50 


postpaid 


RICH 
COLORING 
DARKEST 


"eer CREE 
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“RED” id aan 


For the Modest 


BI-COLOR: Unusual 
novelty that blooms 


Purse 


tone orchid 
freely, 


and 
with 
tailored foliage ...cccscsccves aromas $1.25 


plum 
smooth 


BLUE GIRL: Darkest blue-violet 
ed foliage. Start your collection 
nice one .... ee $1.25 


BLUE WARRIOR: Brilliant blue, foliage dark- 


Pretty flut- 
with this 


est forest green. Grows rapidly. $1.25 
PINK BEAUTY: True apple-blossom pink that 

looks nice amongst the dark varieties. Easy 

CO BPO wcccces ; . “ See 
MENTOR BOY: Many big velvety-black-purple 

flowers which reflect handsomely in the 

sunlight ; . -91.25 
24 page Catalog Free Write today to 


MRS. JENNIE SPOUTZ 


AFRICAN VIOLET GREENHOUSES 
34365 Moravian Dr., No. 20 Fraser, Michigan 
“Varieties for Beginners and Collectors” 


The New 
GIANT SEQUUIA 
PANSY 


The largest and finest pansies in the 
world. Large strong plants. 
$3.50 hundred, postpaid 


BEDOITS GREENHOUSES 
CHATTANOOGA 5, TENN. 

















IF YOU WANT THE BES* 
SEND FOR OUR LIST.e.. 




















AluminumGreenhouses 


NO ROT! 
NO RUST! 
NO PAINT! 


Precision prefabricated in England for 
swift and easy erection. Extendable for 
your future needs. The 9’ x 15’ 5” 
Aristocrat shown here, with all glass 
cut to size, only .........+- » 
10-YEAR WARRANTY. $504 
Other styles and sizes, 

larger and smaller. 





From —— ry 























$278.25 SS 
~~~ ~ ~ 
Write for \ U Lak rials 
illustrated n ~ = 4s et \ blade 
brochure “k= iy BS 
No. 14 a 


WALDOR GREENHOUSES 
Box 51, Clifton, Marblehead, Mass. 








Gladiolus 


Did you get my fall list? 


Or are you on my mailing list for a catalog? 
I shall have the largest and best catalog 
published in this country, with probably the 
largest list of varieties. The fall list is free 
but shall have to charge 25¢ for the catalog 
which can be taken out of your first order. 
Shall have a lot of color and black and 
white pictures and general information 
about glads. 


MAPLE 
SYRUP 





We have the finest fancy 
maple syrup we have had in 
many years. $6.00 a gallon 
FOB, $3.50 for one-half gal- 
lon or $2.00 per quart. 











CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 


Box 45 


Elmer Gove Burlington, Vt. 











GOODE’S BULBS 


For Springtime 
Beauty 


Blue Parrot Tulips 
12 for 95¢, 25 for 1.85 


Darwin Tulips Mixed 
12 for 85¢, 25 for 1.60 


Daffodils Mixed 
25 for 1.35, 100 for 5.00 


Bedding Hyacinths 
Mixed Colors 
12 for 1.75, 25 for 3.40 


For More Collections 
and Named Varie- 
ties Priced to Fit 
your pocket 


Write for Free 
Illustrated Catalog 


GOODE’S 
GARDEN SERVICE 


1748 65th Street 
Brooklyn 4, New York 


S imponteo 
Holland 
“Bulbs 
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ACT TODAY § for 
e @ Prompt service on 
your Gift Subscrip- 


tions. Fill out the convenient order 
form bound in this issue and mail to 
FLOWER GROWER @ ALBANY I,N. J 


Ne HEDGE 
STAYS GREEN 


ALL YEAR LONG 











Strong and hardy, thrives in 
sun or shade. Will make big 
growth first year. For grace- 


ful individual shrubs or fine 
thick hedge; 10 plants make 10 
feet of hedge. Attractive! 








AS SHIPPED 






VENT Yel am ollelal ts 


FOR ONLY > 


Order now, as fall 


SEND FOR 


NURSERY 
CATALOG 


sate SARCOXIE NURSERIES 


Ke WILD BROS. NURSERY CO. 
Dept. F 11 Sarcoxie, Mo. 


is an excellent time 
for planting this fine 
evergreen shrub. 











mixture stored in the basement or garage 
proves handy for potting bulbs and 
other plants during the winter when the 
ground is frozen. 

This basic mixture can be adapted to 
meet requirements of individual plants 
by adding cow manure and a little extra 
peatmoss for callas, gloxinias and Afri- 
can violets and by adding a larger por- 
tion of peatmoss for billbergias. begonias, 
ferns and philodendrons. All of our 
plants, unless recently repotted, are 
given a weekly feeding with liquid man- 
ure and a weekly bath in the bathtub. 

When I began collecting information 
about the likes and dislikes of individual 
house plants, I found it difficult to re- 
member which plant liked what. A loose- 
leaf notebook has proved most helpful. 
Each plant is given a separate page and 


these are arranged alphabetically ac- 
cording to the name of the plant. I try 


to inculde the family to which the plant 
belongs. since this provides a clue as to 
its cultural needs, and also as much 


information as possible about the plant’s 
natural growing habits. If the plant, 
bulb or seed has been purchased, the 
date of the purchase and the source are 
recorded. A record is kept of the soil 
mixture used, the date of petting or re- 
potting and the date of bloom. If the 
soil mixture does not seem entirely suit- 
able. it is changed the next time and 
the new mixture is recorded. Although 
much of the information is eventually 
memorized, a notebook does make it 
possible to have valuable information 
quickly available. 

As our house plant collection has in- 
creased, it has progressively claimed 
household priority. Windows have been 
built especially for the plants; window 
shades have been removed; curtains have 
been discarded in favor of draperies; 
fires have been built or not built accord- 
ing to the needs of the plants; and, 
needless to say, the plants have made it 
almost impossible for us ever to take a 
vacation!» 





Growing African Violets 


(Continued from page 20) 


When the soil feels dry, apply tepid 
water from above, avoiding the crown 
and leaves. Or water from below by 


placing the pot in a container of water 
until moisture begins to show on the soil 
surface. A half-inch of small limestone 
chips in the bottom of the pot will help 
drain off excess water. 

African violets are not heavy feeders 
but some nourishment is appreciated. 
This gives the plants a boost but it must 
not be overdone for harm can result. 
About once a month I use a complete 
plant food dissolved in water according 
to manufacturer’s directions. When this 
is applied keep it off the foliage. 

Few insects attack African violets but 
those which do are persistent and pro- 


The 


lific. most common is mealybug. 
This looks like a tiny white cottonball. 
Each insect should be touched with a 


cotton-tipped skewer dipped in rubbing 
alcohol. This will eradicate them if the 
treatment is regular and _ persistent. 
NNOR, a rotenone compound, is effec- 
tive, used either as a dip or spray. 

Another violet pest is the mite—a 
spider-like microscopic insect. Its pres- 
ence should be suspected when the cen- 
ter of the plant becomes whitish, brittle 
and dwarfed. NNOR used once as a 
dip, then as a spray at four-day inter- 
vals for about two weeks is said to help 
exterminate them. Sodium selenate is a 
more effective cure. This material is 
placed in the soil and absorbed by the 
plant through the roots. It should not 
be used where children or pets are apt 
to chew on the leaves of the plant. 

The most recent threat to African vio- 
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lets is nematodes. These minute worms 
attack and destroy the roots, making 
small knots or nodules on them in the 
process. There is no sure cure for a 
nematode infection and it is best to 
isolate or destroy affected plants. 

New African violet varieties are being 
developed to such an extent that no one, 


I believe. will ever again be able to say 
exactly how many there are. Growers 


are carrying on a big program of hy- 
bridizing, producing an unbelievable ar- 
ray of new colors and color combinations 
in both single and double blooms. 
Under the sponsorship of the African 
Violet Society of America an extensive 
program of research on saintpaulias is 
being carried on at Ohio State University. 
African violets are being grown under 
various conditions and in numerous 
growing mediums. The results of these 
experiments will be most beneficial to 
both amateur and commercial 
Progress reports of these experiments 
appear regularly in the African Violet 
Magazine. This quarterly is sent free 
to all members of the African Violet 
Society of America. The annual dues of 


growers. 


the society are $3.00; for further in- 
formation write Mr. Boyce M. Edens, 
Treasurer, 2694 Lenox Road, N.E., At- 
lanta, Georgia. 

African violets are easily our most 
popular house plant. They bloom con- 


stantly all year, they’re neat and com- 
pact in appearance and fit easily into the 
decorative scheme of any room. Truly 
these saintpaulias are a heaven-sent gift 
to those of us who like blooming plants 
the year round!> 


Flower Grower @ November, 1951 

















Giant 


Afriean Violets Transformed 


(Continued from page 21) 


possible to obtain it from a druggist. 

A satisfactory solution is 0.5 per cent 
pure colchicine and 99.5 per cent lanolin. 
Because colchicine is poisonous it should 
be handled with extreme care, regardless 
of how it was obtained. 

Colchicine can be applied to African 
violets in either liquid or salve form. 
The usual treatment on other plants calls 
for application of colchicine to the grow- 
ing tip. In the case of African violet 
leaf-cuttings the growing tip will appear 
immediately at the cut edge of the leaf- 
stem. A leaf-cutting will usually produce 
several small plants which may 
from any part of the cut edge. 


grow 


Leaf Preparation 


When 


violets. 


‘ 


creating “supreme” African 
the leaf-cuttings are prepared 
and inserted in the rooting medium in 
the usual way. (See “January Pointers” 
on page 77 in FLower Grower, January 
1951.) Make the cut with a sharp knife 
straight across the leaf-stem and insert 
about %-inch deep in damp sand or 
other suitable rooting medium. 

After a few days—it may be five or 
ten—the cut end of the leaf-stem will 
become enlarged, flaring out at the edges. 
No roots or young plants will have made 
their appearance as yet. it you use the 
salve form of colchicine, this would be 
the time to treat your cutting. Hold the 
leaf carefully and draw the cut end of 
the leaf-stem gently through the colchi- 
cine salve, repeating the process until 
the entire flared edge of the cut is 
covered with a thin layer. The cutting 
should then be planted, taking care not 
to brush the salve from the cut. Make 
sure that the flared edge is covered all 
around with salve as plants coming from 


a bare spot will be normal not “su- 
preme.” 
Liquid Application 


When the liquid form of colchicine is 
used, the African violet leaf is left in 
the rooting medium until the roots have 
formed and the little plants are about 
to develop. 

Plant in soil and apply eight or ten 
drops of solution directly above the edge 
of flare by use of medicine dropper be- 
fore full amount of potting soil is placed 
around leaf-stem. A glass jar inverted 
over treated. leaves prevents the solution 
from being leached. The jar must be 
shaded from bright sunlight. 

The first leaves of successfully treated 
plants will take a little longer than usual 
to appear and they will be distorted. 
This distortion will appear only in the 
first few leaves; subsequent leaves will 
develop normally and be larger and 


Flower Grower @ November, 1951 


thicker. This plant will grow into a 
“supreme” and all plants propagated 


from its leaves will also be of supreme 
size and form. There may be some varia- 
tions among them but the plants will 
never revert to the original type. 


How Colehicine Works 


an extract from the fall- 
blooming colchicum bulb, has a_para- 
lyzing effect on the chromosomes in the 
plant cells. These rodlike parts of the 
cell determine the growth characteris- 
tics of the plant. Ordinarily, in the 
growth process, plant cells divide in half, 
making two cells. The chromosomes in- 
side also divide, half staying with the 
old cell and half going on to the new 
cell. The result is two identical cells. 
When colchicine is applied the cell and 
chromosomes divide normally. but the 
second set of chromosomes doesn’t go 
on to the new cell. Instead, it stays in 
the old cell with the result that we now 
have a cell with twice the normal number 
of chromosomes. All new cells growing 
from this one will also have twice the 
normal number of chromosomes. It’s 
due to this doubling of the chromosome 
number that we get “supreme” African 
violets with large, thick leaves and giant 
flowers with greater depth of color. 


Co.cnicine, 





Garden Club Dynamo 


(Continued from page 37) 


in February. They go under the center 
bench in the fall, when the chrysanthe- 
mums come in from the garden. Cuttings 
are made in late September of geraniums. 
double petunias, velvet plant, etc. These 
are inserted in peat in the benches and 
around pots of begonias and chrysanthe- 
mums. Bulbs of all kinds are potted in 
the fall. stored in coldframes and brought 
inside at intervals all winter. 


The Outdoor Garden 


flower 
many 
an 


outdoor 
borders, 
than 100 lilacs), 

Mr. Pettit sprays from his 
and a veritable arboretum of 
unusual trees. An outdoor fireplace sur- 
rounded by rose borders is the Pettits’ 
favorite spot for entertaining. 

And with all this she’s served as a 
national chairman of the Federated Gar- 
den Clubs for four years. and heade« 
its national convention in 1948. She 
heartily welcomes any visiting garden 
club member who at the Pettit 
farm on Route 5 near Oskaloosa! 
—Gretchen Harshbarger 


has an 
perennial 


She 


too. 


garden, 
shrubs 
(more orchard 
(which 
tractor ) 


stops 
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A BIT OF ENCHANTING 
MEXICO...in your very own 
home/ Your friends will 
envy you these MADIFFERENT, 
exotic,healthy CACTUS PLANTS. 
All plants blooming size... 
two or more years old. Many 
from Mexico. All for only 
$1 Satisfaction Guaranteed. 










AUNT PAT 


6111 North Highway Edinburg, Texas 





AFRICAN VIOLETS 


All Double Flowering New Bouquet Series 
Navy Bouquet, Marine Bouquet, Ruby Bouquet, Vel- 
vet Bouquet, Ruffles Bouquet .$1.50 each 

ar White 
$2.00 each 
Snow Prince, White Girl, Bive Eyed 
Beauty, Amazon Purple Prince - $1.00 each 
Helen Wilson, Sailor Girl, Purple Girl, Gorgeous 
Bi-Color, Red King, Blue arrior ae 7Sc each 
Blue Eyes, Purple Prince, Pink, White 

SOc each 

Orders over $7, p.p.—Under add SOc 

NEW FALL CATALOG FREE! 
Over 75 select varieties, SO¢ up 


Special Quantity Price on Request 
TINARI FLORAL GARDENS 
Bethayres, Pa. 





Sunrise, 


Jessie, 


Dept. F. 





Better Than Fertilizer! 


It may not be fertilizer your garden needs. 
Your soil may need life, energy, and balance 
no fertilizer can supply—in fact, fertilizer may 
further unbalance it. Not only must there be 
minerals, vitamins, bacteria, “biotical sub- 
stances” and hormones in your soil, but these 
must also be in natural BALANCE, 
Fertilizer is only wasted if your soil 
does not have this vital combination 
of energy 


ActivO, world-renowned for ener- 
gizing compost, is now being used by 
thousands to energize mulches, 
dressings, soils and fertilizer. Try 


it! At progressive 
dealers everywhere, 
send today for 


garden-supply 
$1 to $19.95—or 
prepaid $6.99 size for 
energizing up to 10,000 lbs. and get 
FREE plans for Composter Cabinet. 
ActivO Process, Bridgeton 6, Ind, 











THe LEWIS GREENHOUSE 


A Complete, Inexpensive Glass Garden 


Lewis Greenhouses are pre-fabricated and shipped 
complete including all hardware, screened vents, 
combination screen door and plant benches. Made 
of enduring redwood in a variety of sizes. Insulated 
base. Easy to erect and fully guaranteed. You'll get 
more for your money if you ter a Lewis Greenhouse. 


Catalog F-10 gives complete details. 
VALLEY INDUSTRIES, Gates Mills, Ohio 





WILSON BROS. Presents New 
and Exciting Varieties of 


AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 





Large blooming plants, grown in 
3 inch pots re baeees $ .90 4 
Shipped prepaid; safe arrival and ea. § 


satisfaction guar. 


BLUE HEIRESS: New! Extra large glistening 
blue flowers; beautiful DuPont Girl foliage. . . 
round, scalloped, hairy leaves. 

SNOW PRINCE: The best pure white; large 
waxy white flowers eases well above the 
oblong, apple-green foliage. 

AZURE BEAUTY: Free blooming rainbow 
double! Large, blue-centered flowers shading 
out to white. Bright green ovate leaves. 

SEA GIRL: Dandy double dark purple, medium 
size abundant flowers above compact Girl 
foliage. Mint green scalloped leaves. § 


Send POSTAL for FREE Folder, 


P. 0. Box 48 
WILSON BROS. },.23,.012 ina 


complete listing. 














y utfies 
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Ruffled 
Fringed 







Huge fragrant flowers 5 in. 
and more across. Loveliest 
mixed colors (searlet, cop- 


per, rose, pink, lavender, white) 
all richly veined. SPECIAL— 
35¢-Pkt. seeds for 10¢—Send 


Dime Today! 
uM: ATLEE BURPEE CO. 


Burpee Building, at nearest city: 
Phila. 32. te. Clinton, towa, Riverside, Calif. 








Send for informative book on 


By P. H. Brydon, eminent authority, 16 large 
pages, 8 illustrated in color. 130 selected varie- 
ties fully described, plus complete cultural notes 
and reference material. Please enclose 25¢ in 


coin for postage and handling 


BRYDON’ $ * 415-A So. High St., Salem, Oregon 














Do you save your copies 
of Flower Grower? 


Here is an easy-to-use 
binder. Holds up to 
12 issues. $2.50 


Order from: 
FLOWER GROWER BOOKSHOP 


_—— 

















November Pointers 


(Continued from page 30) 


prevent sunscald—splitting of the bark 
due to warm sun followed by heavy freez- 
ing. Shading plants from the winter sun 
is more important than protecting them 
from the cold. 


Broad-leaved evergreens, rhododen- 
drons and the like, present another as- 
pect of the problem. These plants are 
shallow-rooted but need at least some 
moisture all winter. Consequently a 
heavy ground mulch over the roots is the 
most important form of winter protec- 
tion. Protection of the tops from cold, 
drying wind, which usually does most 
damage in late winter and early spring, 
is often a matter of practicality. Bar- 
riers of burlap, evergreen boughs or simi- 
lar windbreak material are all that are 
required. Azaleas and similar shrubs 
planted with a southerly aspect are in- 
jured each year by being alternately 
heated during the day by a warm sun 
and frozen on cold nights. Flower buds 
are usually killed as a result. 


Your lawn will benefit from protection, 
too. But do not allow piles of leaves to 
collect on the lawn. These mat down and 
smother the grass. Some extra top growth 
will help carry the lawn through the win- 
ter, but, if left higher than 3 inches, the 
grass bends over when wet and rot may 


set in. Young grass, especially, may be 
harmed. The best possible lawn cover- 


ing is a light top-dressing of weed-free 
compost. 

Since root activity in the soil continues 
even after the tops become dormant, un- 
til the ground is frozen, fall is an ex- 
cellent time for transplanting trees and 
shrubs. Large plants are best moved with 
a ball of soil. But good-sized plants 
(114-2 inches in diameter 1 foot above 
ground level) of oak, maple, honey lo- 


cust, crabapple, ginkgo, mountain ash, 
sweet gum and elm can be dug and 


transplanted without soil on the roots. 
Birch. beech and magnolia are best 
moved in the spring. Practically all 
shrubs transplant successfully now, es- 
pecially the early-flowering sorts. For 
many of.them fall is more satisfactory 
than late spring, when most shrubs are 
transplanted. 


Lilae 


No shrub benefits more from fall plant- 
ing than the lilac. Getting away to an 
early spring start, the plants secure all 
the benefits of early growth. Try to ob- 
tain plants on their own roots. Many 
nurseries graft lilac on the roots of privet 
for fast growth. The more reputable 


nurseries usually plant them deeply, so 


| that the lilac begins to form its own 
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roots and crowds out the roots of the 
privet. The plant is then as good as any 
plant rooted from lilac cuttings. In any 
case, plants on their own roots are to 
be preferred. Order lilacs by variety 
name, not by color. A good nursery will 
have a list of good varieties with a color 
description of each. 

If you want to start lilacs off correctly, 
prune them back severely, a practice not 
usually followed in the hope for earlier 
flowers. Many lilacs have a habit of 
flowering once or twice after transplant- 
ing, then for some reason or other, ceas- 
ing to flower for several years or perhaps 
never blooming again. You can offset 
this by a good pruning at the time of 


planting. Flowering will be delayed, but 
when it does begin it is more likely to 
continue. Work in plenty of humus when 
planting and add a liberal quantity of 
bonemeal. Dig a generous hole, break 
the soil down thoroughly and_ plant 
firmly. Lilacs are extremely hardy. Their 
range of growth stretches from Cali- 


fornia well into Canada. 

You can still plant hardy bulbs, even 
daffodils. These may flower a little later 
in the spring. with perhaps shorter stems. 
Don’t hesitate to plant now because of 
this, however. as they will make up for 
it the following year. There’s plenty of 
time for tulips. Include some Dutch iris 
this year. I usually set them above the 
daffodils, 3 inches deep. Although they 
do not make much of a garden 
they do make excellent cut flowers. Com- 
ing after the tulips, they pleasantly 
lengthen the bulb season. 


show, 


Soil Management 


Nothing is more depressing in winter 
than to see the ghosts of corn. cabbage 
and tomatoes left at the end ofthe sea- 
son. Conversely, the sight of newly turned 
soil or a thriving cover crop is a pleasant 
sight. It bespeaks the true husbandman, 
the exponent of conservation, one who is 
conscious of the necessity for balancing 
the soil’s fertility forces. No agents will 
do more to ameliorate a stiff, stubborn 
soil than frost and snow. If your soil is 
stiff, dig or plow it into rough ridges, 
give it an application of lime and leave 
the rest of the job to winter. Light soils 
are better off with a cover crop. Rosen 
rye (3 pounds per 1,000 square feet) or 
ryegrass (4 pounds per 1,000 square 
feet) can still be sown and will prevent 
leaching of valuable plant food elements 
out of the soil. Protect soil on slopes with 
a mulch or a cover crop or dig it into 
ridges running across the slope. Digging 
the soil now will expose many harmful 
insects to winter freezing.» 
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Plants and Climate 


(Continued from page 23) 


while unsightly are not seriously harm- 
ful to the plant. Rhododendrons have 
poor foliage in sun, poor flowers in shade. 
A compromise—light shade, airy and 
open—solves this particular problem. 
Even plants which seem fully tolerant 
of shade may not really be so. Although 
tomatoes may flower and fruit in half- 
shade apparently as well as’ in full sun, 
their vitamin content drops. 

Not only how much light but how long 
—how many hours a day—is important 
to some perennials. On the Equator one 
can depend upon 12 hours of daylight 
all year round; summer days grow longer 
as one goes north. When southern plants 
such as cosmos, chrysanthemums and 
dahlias are brought north into 15 or 16 
hours of daylight, they are unable to 
produce their normal midsummer blooms. 
Not until autumn, when the days shorten 
to their familiar 12-hour length, do they 
flower, although they can be tricked into 
it earlier by artificial shading. Similarly. 
northern plants such as bearded iris and 
evening primroses. which need long days 
to produce blossoms, never bloom at all 
in the Deep South. 


Some flowers open and close with 
startling regularity at certain times of 
the day. like garden clocks. Careful 


timing in a garden will give a whole 
series of overlapping intervals. but the 
timing may be quite different next year. 
It will certainly be different for another 
gardener 100 miles away or at a few hun- 
dred feet greater elevation. Portulaca. 
for example. clocked by the botanist 
Loudon as opening at 9:10 A.M. and 
closing at 11:12 P.M., may actually open 
anytime around ten o’clock in the morn- 
ing and close anytime after five o'clock. 

Perhaps one might better attempt a 
garden thermometer than a clock. for 
heat has just as much effect as light on 
plant movements. In winter, rhododen- 
drons of different species might give the 
temperature within a few degrees. Rho- 
dodendron carolinianum curls its leaves 





Nurserymen Win Award 


The American’ Association of 
Nurserymen received the American 
Trade Association Executives Grand 


Award for its class at the ATAE meet- 
ing in Chicago, Illinois. 

Presented to Richard P. White, 
executive secretary of the American 
Association .of Nurserymen, the award 
was given for the group’s excellent 
services to its industry and the public, 
and especially for its Plant America 
program. The objectives of this pro- 
gram were to conserve the land, make 
it greener and more productive for 
abundant life, beauty and recreation. 
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Backman and Company 
One way in which growing conditions 
may be changed to suit plants is by 
the of lath 
inum structure above. 


like the alum- 
A movable roof 
provides both shade and rain control. 


use houses 


long before R. maximum. Curling de- 
pends also, however, on how dry the air 
is; drought makes leaves curl, too. 

During a drought a plant adapts itself 
to scarcity of water; the leaves stop 
growing, the entire chemistry of the cells 
is profoundly altered, even the roots be- 
come preternaturally sensitive to mois- 
ture. Now, suppose you give the plant a 
good hosing, in casual pity. Its whole 
chemistry slowly changes back to an 
economy of plenty. But no local satura- 
tion lasts long and when it is gone the 
roots are instantly parched; there are no 
remaining outlying sources to be reached. 
It takes days for the former drought 
preparations to be restored, and the plant 
cannot do it in time. Leaves curl, stems 
droop. Too late now for anything but the 
epitaph: killed by kindness. Mulching 
and shade are far safer than watering. 

On the other hand, very light spraying 

not enough to wet the soil—is very 
effective against heat. A fountain or a 
lawn sprinkler will cool a summer eve- 
ning by 10 degrees. It is still more ef- 
fective on frosty spring nights, for it 
stirs the air and prevents frost from form- 
ing. By taking a variety of precautions 
a foresighted gardener can thus guard 
his tender early vegetables against freak 
weather.» 


“The How and Why of Better Gardening” 
by Laurence Manning can be ordered by 
mail from the FLowerR Grower Booxksuop, 
2049 Grand Central Terminal, New York 17, 
New York, $3.00. 
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VAN BOURGONDIEN’S cuoicest 
INDOOR FLOWERING BULBS 


Just chead are months for indvor flowers! Van 
Bourgondien’s finest varieties will bring cheerful 
color and fragrance ‘nto your home all through 
Winter! Complete cultural instructions included! 





AMARYLLIS SOLEIL D'OR 

HIPPEASTRUM maser) NARCISSUS 

Exquisite giant Yellow petals, 
hybrids: white- orange cups! Bloom 
striped-pink., reds, etc. indoors in 4 weeks' 
3fer2.00 .12for7.00 3 for 45¢ 12 for 1.C0 


. iris 
p e RETICULATS 
repaid. Fragrant dwarf 


Noextras. form of purple Span 
NoC.0.0’s. ish Iris! May be 
planteua cutdoors! 
3 for 40¢ WZ for 1.25 


KNOW FROM WHOM YOU BUY! 
The Van Bourgondiens are one of 
Holland’s greatest bulb-growing 
families—famous for top-size, top- 
quality, top-value bulbs! 


REQUEST FREE CATALOGUE! Address 


VAN BOURGONDIEN BROS. .... 


Dept. 13 BABYLON, New York 
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OR CHHEOD S 
SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, TENNESSEE | 
CLINT McDADE and SONS| 


THE WORLD'S | 
FINEST ORCHIDS 


Amateur Inquiries Warmly Welcomed | 
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EVERBEARING 


“A HOUSE PLANT 

syoo 

two for $1.85 
postpaid 


only each 





Unique pot plant, grows real edible fruit. 
Dwarf plants grow lovely fragrant, waxy 
white flowers followed by large juicy 
lemons often weighing a pound or more, 
Be first to grow this unusual plant. Supply 
limited. Satisfaction guaranteed or money 
back. Send only $1 for 1, $1.85 for 2 and 
we will ship postpaid or will send C.O.D. 
plus postage. Don’t delay. Order today. 


R. H. SHUMWAY, SEEDSMEN 
Dept. 264 Rockford, Illinois 











QUALITY 
ROSES 


DUTCH 
BULBS 


EVERGREENS 
SHADE TREES 
ALL THESE AND 


MUCH MORE IN OUR 
NEW FALL CATALOGUE 


ILGENFRITZ NURSERIES, Inc. ors 


MONROE, MICH. 





















INTRODUCED TO AMERICA FOR 
THE FIRST TIME 





ss ee 
= 
xmas Amaryllis 
Specially prepared in Holland. Guaranteed 
to bloom in 6 to 8 weeks. Watch buds break 
thru then grow each day —— $2. 75 
to flowers of enormous size, 
generally four to stalk. each 
(Flawless Pure White $3.00 each) 


Stassen Floral Gardens, Inc. 
Dept. 17 ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N. Y. 

















For a Rose-Lover 


A gift for every gardener who takes 
pride in his roses is Frank R. Norris’ 
book GROWING ROSES. This hand- 
book has 96 pages, with 7 pages of line 
drawings, 12 full-page color plates—a 
complete guide for growing roses—soil 
treatment, planting, fertilizing, pruning, 
cultivating, ete. Give it to yourself and 
to your friends. $1.25 ppd. Flower 
Grower Bookshop, Dept. 5, 2049 Grand 
Central Terminal, New York 17, N. Y. 








IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 


ORCHIDS 


The Orchid Society is a helpful organization for anyone 
interested in Orchids. Dues are only $4 a year. Send for 
Free Pamphlet or better still 25¢ for sample copy of 48 p. 
magazine, The Orchid Digest. 


ORCHID SOCIETY OF CALIFORNIA 
697 Arlington Avenue, Berkeley 7, California 








IDENTIFY YOUR PLANTS WITH 


6 PERMANENT 
ALUMINUM 
EMBOSSED LABELS 


@ RUSTPROOF 
@ FADEPROOF 
@ WEATHERPROOF 


Easily printed with pencil or 
typewriter on special SOFT 
TEMPER Aluminum Alloy, 
342” x 1”. Also supplied in strips, 
8” x 42”. Provides the most convenient, 
indestructible plant label or plant tie 
ever devised! FOR POTS, GREEN- 
HOUSE, GARDEN 
100 LABELS | « « «, SLO 
500 LABELS $4.00; 1000 LABELS $7.50 


Specify Embossed or Strip. Send Check or M. O. Today! 
Dept, G- - Grand Ave. 


ELLIS LABEL CO, Bert, ¢;2020 Grand ave. 












Orchids 


(Continued from page 25) 


The green-leaved varieties do best 
when grown in a greenhouse that is par- 
tially shaded. They should never be 
allowed to become dry at the roots, and 
care should be taken to water in the 
forenoon so that water will have a 
chance to evaporate from the base of 
the leaves. This prevents basal rot. 
Overhead spraying may be advisable dur- 
ing the hot, bright days of summer. 

Various combinations of potting ma- 
terials are Some growers use 
brown osmundine fibre alone, whereas 
others combine it with sphagnum moss, 
decayed sods with the fine soil sifted out, 
oak leaf humus, sand or small pieces 
of gravel or broken brick to keep the 
material porous. Whatever potting ma- 
terial is used, it is essential to provide 
adequate drainage with abundant 
broken crock in the bottom of the pot, 
which should have a large hole. 

Cypridediums are propagated by divi- 
sion, and seem to do best when not al- 
lowed to become too large before repot- 
ting and dividing. Pots of from 3 to 4 
inches wide are usually best as over- 
potting is harmful. 

Hybrids are produced from seed. using 
the best types of parents. Their pro- 
duction from seed is technically more 
difficult than that of other genera, and 
this appears to be especially true of 
our native hardy species. 


used. 


Cypripedium Varieties 


Among the cypripediums, C. INSIGNE 
is one of the best known species and 
often chosen as the plant with which 
to begin. It is quite pretty, easily grown, 
keeps well and is not expensive. 


There are a number of C. insigne 
varieties such as HarEFIELD HALt, which 


is larger, and SANDERAE, a bright yellow 
which is a cross with C. CALLosUM, also 
a good plant. There are also the varieties 
Royatty and THE QueEEN, both of which 
resemble Sanderae. 

Varieties of C. 
CLINKABERRYANUM, 


LEEANUM, such as 
are especially good. 
Other good species are C. sIMOoNI (ac- 
teus), C. LAseELLeEI (alcibiades), C. 
AUREUM, C. viLLosuM, C. curtisi and C. 
CHARLESWORTHI, C. MAUDIAEF is a green 
and white variety which is used a great 
deal for corsages. It has mottled leaves 
and requires a warmer position, but is 
well worth trying, as is C. HARRISIANUM, 
the first hybrid cypripedium developed. 
It has mottled leaves, but often blooms 
more than once a year. 

If you don’t have a greenhouse, cyp- 
ripediums may be grown in a wardian 
case in the home. They do not require 
bright sunlight, are not tall growing and 
temperature and humidity can easily be 
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regulated to fit their specific needs. 

Cymbidiums are a large genus of cool 
house orchids which are among the most 
beautiful of the family. Their colors 
cover a large range from white to vari- 


ous shades of pink, yellow, bronze, 
brown, green and chartreuse, but they 


are seldom solid colors. 
ings of the various colors 


They are blend- 


with mark- 


ings, lines and spots of many colors in 


the same flower. 

One of the attractive features of cym- 
bidiums is that the flowers are mostly 
borne in curved sprays with a number 


of flowers on each. They make most 
attractive corsages and can be worn 


singly or in groups of three or more. 
Cymbidiums are a_ favorite Easter 
flower, as many varieties such as the well 
known C. pauwelsi bloom at that sea- 
son. Their long keeping-quality makes 
them ideal for this season, for no matter 
whether Easter comes early or late if 
actually in bloom they are certain to 
remain fresh long aiter the season has 
passed. Either as a cut flower or left 
upon the plant they often keep from four 
to eight weeks. It is better to cut them 
fairly early, rather than leave 
them on the plant too long. 
Since visiting many large 


however. 


commercial 


growers in California last April, I have 
become a cymbidium enthusiast. The 


climate of California seems especially 
well suited to their culture both under 
glass and in lath houses, in which they 
are grown both in pots and in the open 
ground. They are hardy to the extent 
that at times they withstand a freezing 
temperature for a short time without in- 
jury—that is, unless they are in bud. 

One of the largest collections I visited 
was that of Louis M. Boyle, Sr., of Ojai, 
California, who has acres of cymbidiums 
in lath houses. He is the author of 
“Cymbidium Orchids for You” which 
illustrates many fine types and describes 
methods of culture. 

Mr. Boyle feels that it is quite necessary 
to grow cymbidiums in good compost. 
Oak leafmold is commonly used as a 
basis. and it is most advisable to make 
your own. In addition to the oak leaves, 
grass clippings and other waste materials 
such as alfalfa and bean straw, stubble 
and a small amount of rotted manure 
can be mixed in the compost. The pot- 
ting material should be medium loose. 
not tight. packed or lumpy. 

Other various mixtures 
such as old discarded osmundine taken 
from other when they are re- 
potted. It seems a common practice. 
however, to add some well rotted manure 
to most potting mixtures. 

The best time for repotting is just 


growers use 


orchids 
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after the plants have flowered. The pots 
should be amply large with a large 
drainage hole in the bottom. The pots 
should be thoroughly clean, as should 
the drainage crock. The less frequently 
cymbidiums are disturbed the better they 
will flower. 

They require some light shading as 
bright sunshine will easily burn the 
leaves. The optimum night temperature 
is 50° to 55°, and 60° in sun heat. Cym- 
bidiums should never be allowed to be- 
come dry, as they have no pseudobulbs 
to store up moisture. 


Summer Care 


Removal of the potted plants to either 
a lath house or partial shade of a tree 
is considered best during the summer 
months. It is also considered well to 
allow the plants to remain outside until 
the weather becomes quite cool, as the 
“shock” of becoming cool seems to favor 
flowering. When developing buds. how- 
ever, they should not be allowed to be- 
come frosted or they will not develop. 

Red spider is the worst insect pest 
on cymbidiums, but frequent light spray- 
ings with water will keep them in check. 
Thrips are also bothersome at times, but 


can be controlled easily with insecticides. | 


The list of cymbidium varieties from 
which selections may be made is large 
and prices vary according to the quality of 
the flowers and the newness of the hy- 
brid. My own collection is small and 
started with a plant of the first hybrid 
cymbidium developed, a cross between 
C. eburneum and C. lowianum. It is of 
a pink color and was named EsuRNEO- 
LowianuM, and is also called C. vietchi. 


C. ALEXANDERI, a pale pink with rose 
markings, is good and has been used 
many times in other hybrids. BuTTERFLY 
is a yellow-buff marked brown. Pav- 
WELSI, a bronze yellow with brown lip, 
is a variety found in most collections. 
PERI is much grown and there are many 
beautiful colors of it. PROFUSION is a 
deep rose maroon, but plants are expen- 
sive. ENCHANTRESS is green with brown 
lip. Mora, rose flushed brown, is quite 
inexpensive and a good bloomer. SIcILy 
is an early blooming green and chart- 
reuse. There are many other good va- 
rieties, but it is always best to see the 
prospective purchase in bloom first. 

So now, if you possess a greenhouse, 
even if run cool, you can grow orchids. 
I strongly recommend them.» 





BETTER COMPOST 
BETTER SOIL 


NOW anyone can compost— 
anytime, anywhere—EASILY 


Every gardener and lawn keeper wants the rich, virile, 
top-productive soil that can be built only with organic 
- Composting once was tedious and time-consuming 
- Now, with ActivO, you can make compost RIGHT 
IN THE GARDEN (via ‘‘sheet’’ or ‘‘row’’ method), in a 
handy Cabinet, in a fast-working (short a time as 2 weeks) 
heap, or by the amazing short-cut ‘‘fertilizer-stretching’’ 
method. And NOW is the time to start. Send for free 
details, and buy your trial can of ActivO now... 
$1 to $19.95 at dealers . . . by mail, size for 
3 tons a only $6.99 postpaid. Please rush 


— BENSON- 
MACLEAN 


Bridgeton 46, Indiana 


~~Grow BRAND'S ~ 


world famous PRIZE STOCK 


PEONIES 


and very finest hi-grade own root 


| Ienck LILACS 


PERENNIALS @ ORNAMENTALS 



















Send For Beautiful True Color Catalog! 
Enclose 25¢ with request. Deduct 25¢ from|*~ 
first order of $3.00 or more. 


Brand Peony Farms 
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134 E. Division St. 
FARIBAULT, MINN. 





Succulents 


(Continued from page 18) 


Before handling spiny plants it is best 
to put on an old kid glove for protection 
from the fine spines. After the plants 
are potted, set them in pans of water 
until moisture begins to show on the 
soil surface. 

Succulents prefer sun which will in- 
tensify the variegated coloration of many 
them. Most succulents are desert 
plants and should be watered with care. 
When to water and how much depends 
upon the temperature. season and light 
available. During winter or when they 
are not in active growth, a weekly water- 
ing is usually enough. But when the sun 
is bright and the plants are growing 
rapidly or flowering, they will use more 
water and should not be allowed to dry 
out. On days when the sky is overcast, 
watering should be avoided. If in doubt, 
skip the water for that day. These are 
plants you can leave over a long weekend 
without worrying about them. 

If your plant becomes too large or if 
you wish to increase your supply, start 
new plants from cuttings. To do this, 
remove mature shoots with a sharp knife, 
let the ends dry until they stop “weep- 
ing” and plant the cuttings in a box of 
coarse sand or crushed cinders. Water 
sparingly at first—just enough to keep 
the cuttings from shriveling. When the 
cutting has rooted it may be moved to 
a small pot. Sometimes new plants are 


of 
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produced at the base of the old plant 
and these may be easily broken off and 
rooted. 

Mealybugs are the only common pests 
and appear as smal] cottony patches. 
They can be removed with the end of a 
toothpick which has been wrapped in 
cotton and dipped in alcohol. Be care- 
ful to keep any alcohol from the plant 
itself. Mealybugs are easiest to control 
before they multiply, so keep a watchful 
eye on your plants. 

Although cacti are essentially Amer- 
ican in origin, others come from such far 
away places as the African desert, Mada- 
gascar and the Canary Islands. A col- 
lection on a window shelf may well 
represent many far-off lands. 


Windowsill Candidates 


Echeverias, the most beautiful of the 
American succulents, are desirable plants 
for pot culture. Their foliage includes 
many shades of green, variously marked 
with red and purple, or tinted pink. rose, 
blue and amethyst. Echeveria setosa. 
sometimes called Mexican firecracker, 
never bloomed for me, but its hairy 
leaves and symmetrical growth always 
intrigued visitors. Echeveria rosea- 
grandis, has broad red-margined leaves. 

Crassula rupestris (C. perfossa), like 





echeveria, is a member of the stonecrop 
family, but is somewhat vinelike. Sedum 
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WE KNOW IT’S EARLY— 


but not too early to start thinking about 
your next year’s gladiolus garden. 

Our new beautifully-illustrated color cata 
log will be ready right after Christmas and 
if you send us a card now, you will be sure 
to receive one of the earliest copies off the 
press. 


ALFRED L. MOSES 
“Bulbs Grown by the Millions” 
41 Lake Ave. Lima, New York 








HARDY 


PRIMROSE SEED 


1 Pkt. Mixed Polyanthus 
Seed $1.00 


Send for Catalog 
illustrated in color 


The CLARKES 


Box 440-F 
CLACKAMAS, ORGEON 


IT’S ALL 
IN THE 








To remember 
and be remembered, 
all year long, 
give Flower Grower 
Gift Subscriptions 
to your friends 
this Christmas 
who appreciate the 
best in gardening 
pleasures. 
Use the order form 
on page 63 











PLANT PANSIES NOW 


for EXTRA dividends! 


















Pansies planted in the Fall 
give you bigger, sturdier 
blooms at the very first signs 
of Spring. Pitzonka pansies 
are bright and velvety 
ideal for borders, beds and 
rock gardens. The more you 
cut them, the more they 
bloom. 
TRY PITZONKA’S CUT- 


FLOWER MIXTURE 
OF PANSIES 


eee $3.10 ppd. 
100 plants........ $6.00 ppd. 





S; 
PERENN] 
Send 256 coin, 





PITZONKA’S 
PANSY FARM 








Snow Blower attach- 


ment for powerful 

5-Horsepower Gravely 

Tractor moves deep, dangerous snow 

swiftly and easily. 19 other 

attachments for every lawn, 

garden, field job. All-gear 

drive, reverse. Postcard 

brings complete story of 
“Power vs. Drudgery.”’ 

FREE! Write Today! 2»—> 


GRAVELY MOTOR PLOW & CULTIVATOR CO. 
BOX 1116 DUNBAR, WEST VA. 











BIG BOY 


Sensational GIANT 
Hybrid Tomato 


Grow Big Boy, the amazing new 
Burpee Hybrid--it leads all others! 
Huge, beautifully smooth, scarlet- 
red, heavy, often weighing 1 lb. or 
more. Unsurpassed for the garden, 
Superb quality, extra delicious! 
Hybrid Vigor makes plants grow 
faster, sturdier, bear heavier and 
longer. So valuable 30 seeds cost 50c! 
SPECIAL--We’ll mail 10 Seeds Free; 
‘ 2 Send stamp for postage. (or, 70 seeds $1) 
Seed Catalog W. ATLEE BURPEE 
FREE 296 Burpee Bidg.--at nearest city: 

Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 




























“Not a Weed Left” 











— with the New BARKER 
Roller Bearing WEEDER — 


Tend your garden with this new 
BARKER precision-built Roller- 
Bearing Weeder, Mulcher and Cul- 
tivator. Quick, easy, far better. 
““Best Weed Killer Ever Used.”’ 
Rotating blades and underground 
knife destroy weed growth and in 
same operation break up the clods 
and crust, aerate the soil, work it 


Saves into a level, moisture-retaining 


Time mulch. Anyone can use it, do 
Saves ’ more work than ten men with hoes, 
Labor P 


Write for literature, sizes, and new low prices. 
BARKER MFG. Co. Box 8 David City, Nebr. 


| 











guatemalense has shiny deep green club- 
shaped leaves which turn bright red in 
the sun. Somewhat similar, but larger 
and with red tipped leaves and yellow 
flowers, is S. pachyphyllum. Sedum 
adolphi has pointed yellowish leaves and 
white flowers. 

The succulent members of the lily 
family originated in South Africa. One 
of them, Haworthia radula, is a rather 
flatly rosetted plant with long tapering 
leaves. Like the other haworthias, it 
survives where sunlight is weak. 

Another lily, Aloe variegata, the tiger 
aloe, is stemless, its white spotted leaves 
growing in triangular rosettes. Aloe 
brevifolia is smaller and has leaves with 
white horny teeth. Both bear red flowers. 


Other Candidates 


Crown of thorns or Euphorbia mili 
(E. splendens) originally came from 
Madagascar. Its bright red bracts which 
resemble petals are borne on a spiny 
plant with vinelike growth. Euphorbia 
pseudocactus is gray green in color with 
distinctive yellow U-shaped marks on 
its leaves, while the leaves of E. globosa 
are small and drop off. All three exude 
the milky sap which indicates their re- 
lationship to the poinsettia. 

The fig marigolds (mesembryanthe- 
mum) of South Africa are among the 
most numerous of the Old World suc- 
culents. They are mostly creeping in 
habit with an abundance of flowers in 
many gleaming colors. 

In Africa, natives find the fleshy 
finger-like stalks of stapelias a delicacy, 
and while you would probably not eat 
them with equal relish, the plants are 
facinating to view. Stapelia bicolor and 
S. peglerae bloom freely in a bizarre 
manner. Flowers of the latter species 
are about three inches across, deep ma- 
roon in color. and heavily fringed. These 
are members of the milkweed family. as 
is trailing Ceropegia woodi. The latter 
bears heart-shaped silver green leaves 
and pale purple or pink flowers. 

You'll want to include some of the 
cactaceae family in your collection, too. 
The light green silver torch cactus 
(Cleistocactus strausi) has red flowers 
almost four inches long. Rainbow cactus 
(Echinocereus rigidissimus) from the 
Arizona desert, bears ethereal blossoms 
of pale rose and white during April. 
They look as though they were made 
from China silk and the placement of 
their pistils and stamens is unusual. It 
is the only plant I know that has them 
in straight rows—one row of pistils be- 
tween two rows of stamens. 

The golden ball cactus (Echinocactus 
grusoni) reaches a height of four feet 
in its native setting, the golden yellow 
spines for which it is named becoming 
white with age. In sunlight its brownish 
flowers open to show a bright yellow in- 
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side. The plant is native to Mexico. 

True to its Latin name, Mammillaria 
fragilis is easily broken. It is commonly 
known as the thimble cactus, because it 
grows in clusters of small balls. Its 
cream colored flowers are pinkish on 
the outside. Mammillaria dioica (Neo- 
mamillaria dioica) is a good example 
of the fishhook type of cacti. 

Masses of long snowy hair give Pilo- 
cereus lanatus (Esposta lanata) the name 
cotton ball. Growing in the wild to 15 
feet, it remains small indoors and pro- 
duces pinkish flowers surrounded by its 
distinctive wool. By contrast. Lobivia 
minuscula (Rebutia minuscula), is nat- 
urally small and globular, bearing bright 
crimson flowers. 

Once you have become a victim of the 
succulent-cacti mania, only lack of head 
space will limit your choice of new speci- 
mens. Cultural difficulties then become 
a challenge! For it is true that even in 
this easy-to-grow group of plants, there 
are some which do require rather ex- 
acting conditions. 

Certainly the snowy cotton ball cactus 
(Pilocereus lanatus) belongs in every 
cacti collection; the golden ball (Echino- 
cactus grusoni) and one of the small 
opuntias—perhaps O. microdasys or rab- 


bits ears, are also distinctive in form 
and tolerant. For cacti flowers the 
mammillarias and Lobivia minuscula 
are good choices. 

Echeveria setosa. with its glistening 


leaves is justly popular with growers 
while crown of thorns has long been a 
reliable house plant. 

Crassulas. on the whole. are easily 
grown from seeds or cuttings and usually 
flower freely. And. while the flowers of 
Haworthia radula are of little conse- 
quence, it is an attractive plant and gets 
along with less light than other succu- 
lents. A sedum—dguatemalense with its 
leaves turning red in direct sunlight, will 
round out an initial succulent collection. 

You will find that many succulents 
are appropriate for hanging baskets, 
strawberry jars and indoor flower boxes. 
An established basket of Crassula per- 
fosa, Sedum pachyphyllum and any of 
the mesembryanthemums planted around 
a central stapelia will be a real eye- 
catcher. With a small collection and a 
flair for experimenting, ean find 
many happy combinations and _ your 
plants will be an ever-growing facina- 
tion and hobby 


you 





Tulips in the Garden 


The tulip garden of Mr. and Mrs. 
Samuel H. Watts, New Canaan, Con- 
necticut, which appeared on page 28 
of the September FLOWER GROWER 
was designed by Agnes Selkirk Clark, 
Landscape Architect. 
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Gloxinias 


(Continued from page 32) 


months. In the summer they like a little 
shade. Some successful growers recom- 


mend watering them from below, as is 
usually recommended for African violets, 
but we have always watered them .at 
the surface of the soil. We apply water 
until it runs out the bottom of the pot, 
and not water again until the 
soil surface shows signs of drying out. 


we do 


Thus the soil is never waterlogged, a 


condition which may result in failure 
of the buds to develop. 
Fertilizer requirements during the 


crowing will depend upon the 
fertility of the loam and compost (or 
leafmold) used in the potting mixture. 
We apply liquid fertilizer, prepared from 
a complete commercial fertilizer. once 
or twice during the summer. 

After blooming during the spring and 
summer, gloxinias should be given a 
short rest. This should start in Septem- 
ber or October. 
the tubers as soon as the plants die 
down and before storing them for the 
Thus handled. the potted 
tubers can be kept in the basement or 
in a dark closet until new growth starts. 


season 


Our method is to repot 


rest’ period. 


During the resting period they should 
be kept just slightly moist. 

The new cycle may start at any time. 
depending upon the nature of the in- 
dividual plant. 
slow start. while others take almost 
no rest at all. Occasionally, in fact. a 
tuber will send up a new shoot before 


Some tubers are very 


to 


the old top dies down, and we _ have 
found that such growth will develop 
into just as good a plant as if the 


tuber had taken a two-month rest before 


making a new top. If no growth is 


visible in four months, the amount of 
water given should be gradually in- 
creased. 

We have found that plants which 
produce an early crop of blooms in 
the spring can be cut off just above 
the first pair of leaves and thus made 
to produce another good showing of 
flowers in 10 to 16 weeks. This second 


flowering, however, should not be allowed 
to run beyond September. The _ plant 


should then be given less water, in 
preparation for its rest. 


(:loxinias from Seed 


Gloxinias sinningia can be easily raised 
from seed without difficulty and will de- 
into beautiful flowering 
within seven to ten months. 


velop plants 
Seed sown in 
J ilv produces the best plants. Any of the 
a-cepted methods of germinating fine 
seed and handling small seedlings will 


b- found satisfactory. Our favorite 
nethod is illustrated on page 33. In 
the center of the seed pot we insert 
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a much smaller pot. the drainage hole 
of which is corked, and this small pot is 
kept full of water. The water slowly 
seeps through the sides of the small pot 
and thus keeps the soil in the seed pot 
moist. The soil in the seed pot should 
be loose, not packed down. 

The will germinate in six to 
ten days, and the seedlings should be 
transplanted as soon as they are large 


seed 





Philip G. Corliss 
A vivid purple border highlights this 


new gloxinia developed by the Buells. 


enough to handle. Repotting into larger 
pots is of course necessary as the plants 
During the fall. winter and 
spring the plants should be kept at a 
night temperature of around 62 
Gloxinia should inas- 
much as its viability decreases greatly 
after it is a year old. 
able. therefore. to 
a reliable source. 


develop. 


seed be fresh. 
It's always advis- 


procure seed from 

Leaf cuttings started in the spring or 
summer will usually produce tubers that 
flower the following year. Occasionally 
a cutting started in March or April will 
send up a shoot within six or eight weeks 
which will flower during the same grow- 
ing season. 

Our experience indicates that the leaf 
should be cut as close as possible to 
the stem of the plant. where the leaf- 
stem is hard. We have found that a leaf 
with a hard stem will root more quickly 
and will form a better tuber than one 
that has a soft succulent stem. 

We usually 
sand. since to a sand 
bank. Vermiculite has proved its merit. 
however, and peatmoss 
found satisfactory. 
terrarium to 


root cuttings in coarse 


we have access 


also has been 
\ goldfish bowl or 
the ideal 


tainer for gloxinia cuttings, especially 


seems be con- 


in the dry atmosphere of a steam-heated 
home. since it keeps the air around the 
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The Way to BETTER 


GLADIOLUS 


SEND 20¢ for current issue of 


The GLADIOLUS MAGAZINE 
(regularly 40¢), a bi-monthly guide 
to glad culture, variety experience, 
etc. — or $3 for year’s membership 
in NEGS to receive 1951 edition of 
THE GLADIOLUS (240 pp. illus. 
bound book) and subscription to mag- 
azine. 6,500 NEGS menftbers through- 
out the world find this the way to 
better gladiolus for pleasure or 
profit. 


NEW ENGLAND 


GLADIOLUS SOCIETY 
Box l1F Horticultural Hall 
Boston 15, Mass. 











WEATHERSTRIP 
ro..| WINDOWS |51-°9 


ROLL 

With this soft pliable material that goes on <a 
in a jiffy either outdoors or inside. No tools 

or tacks required; you simply press it in 
place with the fingers. Does not shrink, 
chip or crack. Lasts for years yet can be | 
easily removed at will. Keeps warm air in; 
cold air out. SAVES FUEL. Also many | 
other uses; stops up holes, cracks, etc., 
keeps out dirt, dust and insects. So very 
inexpensive too. Big 100-ft roll (enough for 
six windows) for only $1.69. (West of Ohio 
and South of Va. add 25¢.) Order a supply 
today. 


FARGO’S 





























Dept. 3-A 
Frenchtown, N. J. 








HYPONX 


@- > 


Grows Better Plants Faster 
In SOIL, SAND or WATER 






Simply dissolve and = water 

all your houseplants, garden 

flowers. vegetables, shrubs or 

lawn, Produces stronger plants 

more and larger flowers and 

fruit. Excellent for starting 

seedlings cuttings transplants 

Clean, odorless. Won't) burn 

foliage or roots if used as A 

directed. Contains ail nutri- SS “ 
tional elements complete and * Guaranteed by 
balanced—plus vitamin B1 


instantly available Results sure 


Good Housekeeping 

Oras aoveanisto ™ we 

If your dealer can’t supply you send $1! for 
| Ib. can postpaid Makes 100 gallons 


Hydroponic Chemical Co., Inc., Copley, Ohio 








GLADIOLUS 
Our 29th Annual Catalog ready in January 


Contains the best of the new and standard varie 
ties. and a tew of the newer ones in natural colors 


also “The Story of Glads”, shich tells their his 
tory, their culture, and their high place in the 
flower world. Free Fall Ilst now ready. 

FOSS HEATON GLAD GARDENS 
Box 400 Creston, lowa 

















For patented and standard 
roses shown in color. Guaranteed 
to live and bloom. 

Te) ak Pe 


TY -TEX TYLER, TEXAS 


South's Largest Growers of Patented Roses 



















HARDY NATIVE 
AMERICAN PLANTS 


From Carolina Highlands 


TRILLIUM GRANDIFLORUM. Snow 
Trillium. Deciduous. Finest and largest 
species. Flowers 2 to 3 inches across, 
white turning to rose color early Spring. 
One of our best Spring bloomers, for 
woodland border and rock garden. 
Shade or semi-shade. 


All Blooming Size Plants, 
splendid quality 
100 for $6.75—$60 for 1,000 
Extra Strong First Size 
100 for $10.75—$100 for 1,000 


XX Jumbo Size. Largést Ever 
100 for $22.50 


TRILLIUM ERECTUM. Purple Trillium. 
Deciduous. 9-18 ins. Leaves broadly 
ovate, three in whorls. Flowers single 
terminal, usually purplish-red. Early vig- 
orous spring bloomer. Shade. May be 
used in rock garden. 


Prices same as above 
Send for complete catalog. Free delivery. 


FARDENS OF THE BLUE RIDGE 


E. C. Robbins, Ashford, McDowell County, N. C. 
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Selected, Different 


HOUSE 
PLANTS 
EX 






Here's an amazing, new BAR 
GAIN OFFER on lovely quality 
plants! You'll add a charming 
touch of greenery with — the 
large-leaved PHILODENDRON 
the spear-shaped NEPHTHYTIS— The 
hardy SANSEVIERIA ZEYLANICA. Grow 
fast in either soil or water. All 3 plants 
onty $1, postpaid. Order now. (No 
C.O.D.'s, please). FREE folder of House 


Plants. 
HOBBY GARDENS 
Dept. FG-111 Lutz, Florida 


| ATLAS FISH EMULSION 
| 











(Described in May ‘‘Flower Grower’’) 
Keep home plants healthy all winter. 
Wonderful for African Violets, Ger- 
aniums, all indoor plants. De-odor- 
ized. Can’t burn. 100 organic. Pint 
makes $2 to 96 gals. If not available 
at dealer, $1.00 postpaid 

Atlas Fertilizer Emulsion, 

Room 801, +1 Drumm St., 


San Francisco, Calif. 


> & Q C 
pie . COLCHICINE 
y Yd 

ft now 3 ri Saal >. pg» the MIRACLE DRUG 
| 1a =z " ) Causes wondrous plant mutations 

Rese ” 

A simple scientific chemical means of creat- $ 00 

ing new forms in flowers...all plants. Easy to POSTPAID 

use. Complete kit with instruction booklet NO C.0.D. 


_ROMAINE B.WARE _ sox F, cansy, oREGON 


Burpee GIANT 
APDRAGONS 


SPECIAL! 
Pink, Yellow and Red. 


The 3 best colors, a 25c-Pkt. of 
each, postpaid, to show you the 
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cuttings continuously moist. The cut- 
tings will usually root quite satisfac- 
torily, however, in an ordinary bulb pan. 

As soon as a tuber develops at the 
base of the cutting it can be potted up— 
first into a 4-inch pot and later on into 
larger pots as necessary. 

It is also possible to root gloxinia 
leaves by slitting them across the veins 
and laying them on the rooting medium. 
At each break in the leaf a plant should 
form. Another method is to cut the 
leaf in sections, splitting the main vein. 
In both these methods, however, you 
run the risk of losing your cuttings due 
to decay, and so we would not recom- 
mend them for choice varieties, or at 
least not until you have done a little 
experimenting with leaves of common- 
place kinds. 

Regardless of how you choose to root 
gloxinia leaves, be sure to take them 
only while they are a good healthy 
green and in good condition—that is, 
while the plant is blooming. 


Inseets and Other Troubles 


Thrips. which cause a mottling or 
flecking of the leaves, are likely to 
attack gloxinias at one time or another. 
They can be controlled with DDT, used 
with precaution and as directed by the 
manufacturer. Aphids or plant lice can 
be controlled with nicotine sulphate. 
Mealy bugs, which have a cottony ap- 
pearance, prefer other plants but occa- 
sionally attack gloxinias. Dabbing them 
with rubbing alcohol will take care of 
them. If cyclamen mites, which cause 
deformed leaves and stunted growth, find 
their way to your gloxinias, the best 
remedy is to cut off the plant as close 





Gloxinia Bulletin 


@ The first issue of a new publica- 
tion for gloxinia lovers, The Gloxi- 
nian, was published in June. This 
bimonthly bulletin is edited by Elvin 
McDonald of Gray, Okla. in coopera- 
tion with the American Gloxinia So- 
ciety. A subscription to the magazine 
is included in the annual membership 
fee of the Society ($1.50). Single 
copies are available at 25 cents each. 











to the tuber as possible and burn the 
old top. 

The question most often asked is, Why 
do some plants become “leggy” or 
“spindly”? This condition is almost 
always due to insufficient light. Strangely, 
however, some plants need considerably 
more light than others, and so a spindly 
plant should always be given the sunni- 
est spot you have. Occasionally we've 
found plants that just won't get over 
their legginess until the sun gets higher 
and the days longer. 

Curling of the leaves of some plants 
is also usually due to inadequate light 


or to insufficient space. This curling 
does not affect the flowering of the 
plant, but it does detract from _ its 
appearance. 

No gloxinia tuber should be con- 


demned and discarded until you have 
made a sincere effort to understand its 
individual requirements and have given 
it every chance to prove its worthiness. 
A well grown gloxinia is the handsomest 
house plant you could own, and you'll 
find that occasionally a little extra fuss- 
ing really pays off.» 





plants—dwarf hypericums and campanu- 


las, iberis, Tunica saxifraga, nepeta. 
rock roses. alyssum and sun roses— 


which will do almost anywhere. Only 
the Northwesterner can hope to succeed 
with the ramondas and haberleas, which 
make such suitable companions for 
small, choice ferns. These plants, with 
their low rosettes and lavender blue 
flowers. should be given a moist niche 
in a shady grotto or tucked into a 
north-facing wall. The exquisite fringed 
soldanellas. particularly S. montana and 
S. alpina, also need shade but should 
have a lower. flatter location where the 


soil is moist and rich with humus. 


| The Northwesterner can grow campanu- 


las, dianthus, dwarf European heaths 















high quality of Burpee Seeds. 


‘4 
RUST-RESISTANT 75# Value ; 
Huge exquisite blooms,onspikes 


2to3 ft. tall. All3 Pkts. orly10c--Send Dime Today. 

Burpee Seed CataiogFree. Flowers, vegetables, 
W. ATLEE BURPEE CO. 

295 Burpee Building -- at nearest city: 


Phila. 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 


and heathers and dwarf iris so well 
that it seems a waste to use any but 
superior varieties. The southern gar- 


dener, who is denied such treasures as 
Campanula’ piperi, Anemone — robin- 


Rock Gardens 


(Continued from page 27) 


soniana and Ranunculus montanus, must 
fall back on the tougher rock garden 
plants. 

If you live in the California Fog Belt. 
look for the well-made, well-stocked little 
rock garden tucked away in the arbore- 
tum in Golden Gate Park. If you want 
to duplicate this planting you must give 
it the same good care that is bestowed on 
it by the arboretum (prepared soil and 
plenty of water). 


Tender Succulents 


If you live in a frost-free spot, make 
use of tender succulents and the bright 
light green foliage and large crimson 
fruit of Fuchsia procumbens. Remember. 
too, the flowing lines of creeping rose- 
mary and the architectural value of dwar! 
wild lilacs and manzanitas. Full sun is 
always prescribed for rock gardens, but 


some of the most inviting on the Pacific 
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Coast are to be found where foggy cen- 
tral California drops into the ocean. 
Here, on a parcel of sandy soil or 
perched on the rim of a steep, rocky bluff, 
one can press into service some of the 
captivating native plants. Why _ bore 
holes in your cliff and fill them with soil 
rich enough to support geraniums when 
there are so many alluring wild flowers 
that would be right at home? 

If you go to Point Reyes. a little north 
oi San Francisco, saunter along its rocky 
edge and you will see one of the loveliest 
of fragrant wallflowers, Erysimum men- 
ziesi, with flat heads of creamy bloom 
encircled by dull green foliage. This 8- 
inch plant may be a foot or more across. 
Notice, while you are there, the excep- 
tionally good color forms of that huge 
lavender daisy, Erigeron glaucus, and 
the pink-flowered form of  Arabis 
blepharophylla. When driving along 
the coast road in Del Norte County in 
northern California, you will pass, a few 
miles south of Crescent City, an arrest- 
ing stand of Sedum pruinosum which 
smothers portions of the high bank on 
the left with small rosettes of blue-gray 
foliage. This neat succulent, very like 
Cape Blanco sedum, so popular in the 
Northwest, makes an rock 
plant in fog. 


excellent 


A Cactus Garden 


A brave beginning in developing out- 
standing plant material for the dry rock 
garden in the Southwest has been made 
in the “cactus garden” (really a garden 
of succulents) at the Huntington Library 
in San Marino and the Aloe Garden in 
Balboa Park, San Diego. Ornateness 
should be supplied by the plants them- 
selves and not by unusual rocks. The 
brilliant and yellows of South 
African and Mexican plants will not look 
affected if the planting is kept simple 
and in proper scale. Magnificence can 
be toned down with gray foliage. Heat 
and drought bring out albescence: powder 
is thicker and whiter on leaf and stalk. 
hairs are longer, closer and a_ paler 
silver, while coverings of down and wool 
become denser. 


reds 


Where frost is not severe Portulacaria 
afra, with reddish stems and small glossy 
leaves, provides a neat little bush, espec- 
ially when pruned. Kalanchoes add inter- 
esting foliage and flowers and an assort- 
ment of mesembryanthemums will give 
radiance over many months. Greenovia 
auria’s rosettes, closed during the hot- 
test, driest months, are spread to receive 
the welcome rain. In early spring come 
the sprays of flat. circular bloom which 
remind one of yellow starfish. Greenovia 
s one of the most prepossessing of rosette- 
naking snugglers, never invasive but 
thoroughly filling every crevice along its 
slow route. Othonna crassifolia, a South 
\frican creeper often used as a_ pot 
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plant, makes an agreeable mat for the 
temperate rock garden. Its small light 
green leaves are like tiny sausages and 
for months at a time its surface is starred 
with dainty yellow daisies. 

It is a mistake, however, to think that 
all succulents are at their best in the 
south, for many are better suited to cool, 
foggy summers and the northern rock 
garden where they get rain the year 
round. It is also a mistake to think that 
the rock garden of the Southwest need 
be stocked entirely with succulents, for 
there are many other delightful flowers 
that give good results with better soil 
and more water than that required by 
succulents. Lotus mascaensis 
shrubby legume from Teneriffe with 
small, very narrow leaves of silver and 
yellow flowers. It brings a_ feathery 


is a 


lightness to the stodgy effect which suc- 
culents are likely to give and happily 
perpetuates itself by volunteers. 

There are also the low annual fillers 
which sow themselves and provide color 
over a long period such as the king- 
fisher daisy, Felicia bergeriana. and the 





Author Photo 
For a lovely sweep of blue, plant the 
kingfisher daisy. a 6-inch South Afri- 


can plant which self-sows plentifully. 


fringed pink, Gilia dianthoides. Even 
rose-moss, Portulaca grandiflora. from 


Brazil, can be a joy if you rogue out 
unwanted colors. A 6-inch South African 
plant, the kingfisher daisy is a lovely 
shade of blue. The fringed pink. one of 
California’s favorite wild flowers, grows 
from 3 to 6 inches tall. depending on 
the poorness or richness of the soil. It 
is a pale pink with a yellow throat 
washed and spotted with purple. A 
fragile, phloxlike beauty. it sheets sandy, 
undisturbed fields in the south and grows 
beside railroad tracks everywhere. 

With such a wealth of natural jewels 
to choose from, West Coast rock garden- 
ers can stock their gardens with little 
trouble or expense and be assured of 
long-lasting radiance the year round 
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NEW GIANT BLOOM 
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VIOLET 
“Crimson King’’ has 
blooms almost 2” across. 
Amazing new variety 
you've never seen before 
(I never did either till a 
few months ago). 
Special introduc- 
tory offer sent to 
you by mail. 
Blooms as large 
as silver dollar! 
Warm blush pink 
tinged with orchid. Huge 
bright green leaves. 
Ever-blooming variety. 
I will send you budded 
lants—or just about to 
ud. Very special $1 
ea.; 2 for $1.75; 3 for 
$2.50. See guarantee and 
gift below. 


GIVEN-NEW RARE 
GREEN MIST IVY 


WITH ALL ORDERS! Grows like wildfire. Hun- 
dreds dainty pointed leaves. Fastest growing of all 
ivies. Doesn't require full sunlight. We pay post- 
age on cash orders, or send C.O.D. plus postal 
p Aino Return in 10 days for full refund if not 
pleased. Clip this, mail to 

OWEN NURSERY, 


Bloomington, Ill. 


AFRICAN 


Ler ciful 











Dept. 815, 


MODERN POWER Sane 
EDGER AND defn? 
TRIMMER 


Edges along walks, 
curbs, flower beds. Trims 
around trees, against 
walls or buildings. 
Cleans and trims around sprinkler heads. 
All steel. Weighs only 75 lbs. Powered by 
a 1% to 2 H.P. Gasoline engine. Price 
$114.50 F.O.B. factory. If your garden deal- 
er can’t supply write for name of c’osest 
dealer. 


MODERN MFG. CO. 


160 N. FAIR OAKS AVE. 
PASADENA 1, CALIF. 
























A “DIFFERENT” CHRISTMAS GIFT 
FOR THE GARDEN ENTHUSIAST 
Orchids are one of the easiest plants to 
grow in your window garden. 


E.W. McLELLAN CO. 


Box 289A Colma, San Francisco 25, California 
IMPORTERS @ EXPORTERS © HYBRIDIZERS 
Plants in Lud to bloom for Christmas: 

- $7.50 - $10.00 
Write for our folder: 


“HOW TO GROW ORCHIDS IN YOUR HOME” 


$5.00 

















TEXAS GREENHOUSE CO. 


offers you the 


GREENHOUSE 


All sizes 
th and types 


Ezyrected 








with 









new, out- 
standing 


features. 


Send for 
Catalog 


Greenhouse 
Accessories 








817 Dan Waggoner Bidg. 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 


Puts Sparkle on Your Table! 








Colorful, Practical SUSAN SET 


SET! 
“ordinary” meals 
Four chartreuse 
and four moss green removable trays rest in 


Your luncheons and buffet dinners take on new | 
excitement when you use this SUSAN | 
} 


Adds a gay, cheerful air to 
and late evening party snacks. 


round base holder. Handle lifts entire server, or 
each tray lifts separately. Use it for hors d’ 
oeuvres, popcorn, nuts, candy, cold meats, corn- 
on-cob, crackers, cheese and ice cream. Small 
compartments are for butter, toppings, catsup, 
et Pretty, too, when filled with flowers or 
fruit. Set is 17” across, 7%” high to handle top, 
trays are 1” above table. Each tray 7” long, 5” | 


Made of one of the new, ex- 
plastics. Just $3.95, 
Whai a wonderful idea for Christmas! 


at widest end 


tremely durable postpaid, 


CARDOGRAMS Dept. F.C. | 
2449 Fullerton Ave. Chicago 47, Ill. 








Wrought Iron Christmas 
Tree Centerpiece 


So attractive for the table or buffet. Nine four-inch candles 
burn brightly in scalloped petal-shaped holders. Finished in 
soft antique green—17!2 inches high. 


Complete with candles .. 


- $3.95 ppd. 
Available at all our stores. 


Mail orders filled promptly. 


Yolr Henderson - 
Slunpyp c Villar 


6-11 Henderson Bidg., 48 Cortlandt Street, New York 7, . ¥. 















DOW TRAY 
ALUWINUN Wi 2 BRACKETS 
Ideal aor aieiede pe lee ~ BA py 


An Original Indoor Plant Aid — $2 00 
* 


Tray Rests in Kestraining Brackets, 

attached by screws to a Window 
POSTPAID 
No. C.O.D. 


Sill as Narrow as 21 inches. No 
G. S. Thompson, Newtown 2, Pa, | 


Leaks—No Rust. 
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Picture Frame Aquarium 


Goldfish or tropical fish will provide 
a moving parade in your home when 
you hang these colorful Picture Frame 
Aquariums on the wall! Top of plastic 
tank is open for easy cleaning. 514” x 
7144". Choice of red, green, black or 
yellow frames. Use also as planter for 


cactus gardens. $1.00 each. (Order 3 
for decorative grouping—only $2.75) 
postpaid. Sunset House, Dept. A-18, 


8820 Sunset Blvd... Hollywood 46, Calif. 





Oil & Vinegar Cruets 


This handsome oil and vinegar cruet 
set is made of hand-moulded glass in an 
American Sandwich design of excep- 
tional beauty and brilliance. Distin- 
guished aids to zestful salad serving. 
They stand 744 inches high and are 
priced, the pair, $4.25. Postpaid in 48 
states on receipt of check or money 
order. No COD’s. Send 25c for catalog 
of unusual gifts. The Josselyns, Box 147, 
Dept. C 1151, Dedham, Mass. 





Miniature Bird Bath 


Hand-carved natural white alabaster 
miniature bird baths imported from 
Italy. The four birds, also hand-carved, 
are whgte and may be removed from 
their perches at will. Use them in pairs 
as planters, candy dishes or ash trays. 
Come in four sizes: 234” diameter. 
$1.00: 314", $2.00; 434”, $3.00 and 
6”, 34.00 postpaid. The J. Orlando Co. 
Ine, ~— FG., 15 Moore St., New 
York 4, N.Y. 
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Personalized 3-Piece Set 


Imported, vividly colored china. 
Hand-painted with family name on cart, 
and first names of couple on each salt 
and pepper figure. Use cart for plants, 
ashtray, candy or nuts. Not more than 
two sets to a customer. Each set can be 
personalized differently; give one away 
as a gift. Only 50¢ a set; add 15¢ post- 
age to each set ordered. No C.O.D.’s 
please. Great American Sales Co., 1418 


So. Wells, Dept. 831, Chicago 7. 





Flower Cutting. Shears 


These steel shears with fireman-red 
handles come from Japan—the home of 
artistic flower arranging. The unusual 
shaped handle and_ short precision 
ground blades with keen cutting edge 
were specifically designed to let you 
snip thick branches or Rose buds with 
ease. Just the thing for every gardener 
and flower arranger on your Christmas 
Gift List. $3.75 postpaid, The Shadow 


Box, 1378 East 8th St., Brooklyn 30, N. Y. 





Holly for Christmas 


Lustrous green leaves, bright red ber- 
ries make Holly the preferred Yule-tide 
decoration for home or office. Gift 
package 18”, 1 pound, $1.75; Gitt box 
26”x10”x43,” approx. 4 pounds, $4.50; 
Holly wreath 18” dia., individual carton, 
$4.50; choice tips, cut, packaged to your 
order. Postpaid to any address. Donor’s 
card included, if desired. Mayvolor Gar- 
dens, Box 1055, Dept. F., Vancouver, 
Washington. 
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Self Attaching Window Shelf 


Fastens to window sill without screws 
or nails—just slip flange between win- 
dow and sill and you have a sturdy shelf 
for plants, fan, ete. The window may be 
left open, closed or locked. Made of 
rigid steel with rolled edges of durable 
baked white enamel. Shelf is 23” long 
6” wide. $1.35 ea. postpaid; 2 for $2.60; 
4 for $5.00. Write today for free gift 
catalog. Fischer’s, 43-62 Bowne Street, 
Flushing, N. Y. 


Spoon Drip Dish 


You'll love this colorful ceramic 
Spoon Drip Dish. It holds 3 large kit- 
chen spoons; keeps stove top nice and 
clean; preventing stains and discolora- 
tions. Comes with hole in end so that 
it also can be used for wall decoration. 
814” long. Hand painted cherry pattern. 
Order several for gifts; ONLY $1.69 
ppd. (No COD’s please). Abbott's, Box 
686-FG11, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 





Revolving Suzan Saves Work 


Revolving tiers of new Violet Suzan 
permit easier plant care. Frequent rota- 
tion in window light assures straight, 
vigorous growth, better blooms on in- 
door plants. Tiers, 12”, 18”, 24” dia.; 
1914” from floor to lowest tier; 10” be- 
tween tiers; 17 lbs.; warp-proof wood, 
sanded ready to finish $15.95  ppd., 
$19.95 finished natural color only. Sat- 
isf. guar. Schroeder’s Inc., Dept. FG-1, 
510 Market St., Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Exotic Air-Grown Bromeliad 


This rare, tropical beauty from Brazil 
has a_ special fascination. Thriving 
mainly on air, it is easy to grow, and 
from its sideshoots, you can propagate 
additional plants. Its handsome whorl 
of leaves ranges from lemon green to 
deep emerald, vivid red to maroon. A 
decorative house plant, 14” to 15” tall 
in classic white pot. The perfect gift! 
$7.50 postpaid. Constance Spry, 326F 
Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 





Print Your Own Name - $1.00 


Now you can print your own name 
and address (or any 3 lines of wording) 
on envelopes, stationery, checks, rec- 
ords, books and photos.’ Printer and 
compact “onyx black” case with auto- 
matic inker fits pocket or purse. Use it 
at home or in the office—looks like 
printing. A useful gift. Mail $1.00 for 
each printer to Sunset House, Dept. S-17, 
8820 Sunset Blvd.. Hollywood 46, Cali- 
fornia. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 


1952 Gift Guide—it’s FREE! 


Hundreds of exciting gifts from all 


ners of the world—for the home. 
kitchen, garden, toys. Gifts you never 
saw before. Shop at home this easy way. 
Big 1952 Catalog is a wonderland of 
hewitching gifts and surprising dis- 
coveries. Join our thousands of satisfied 
customers. Write for your FREE Gift 
Guide today. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Bancroft’s, 529 So. Franklin St., Dept. 
112, Chicago 7, Il. 
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Presidents Plate. A fine plate of historical value. 
An interesting wall decoration that will some 
day become a collector's item It should be in 
every home. Beautiful etchings of all the presi- 
dents from Washington to Truman are shown 
on this 104%” plate. Can be used for decoration 
Burgundy or Ivory back- 
$1.95 ppd. (Ring Hanger 85¢ extra) 


or as serving plate 
ground 


Swedish Crystal. Bud 
Vases No picture can 
do justice to their 
rare beauty bases are 
“bubble balls” 
hand-pol- 
Perfect for your 
prized blooms 
clear or blue 

from Sweden 


crystal 
Vases are 
ished 
Crystal 
Imported 
- sizes 
7” $1.95 ppd. and 5%” 
$1.50 ppd, 


\ 





at 


Swedish Made “Angel 
Chimes”, From Sweden 
comes this enchanting 
decorative nnovation, 
Heat rising from the 
burning candles 
causes the Herald An- 
gels to revolve lightly 
striking the bells with 
their wands The re- 
sulting chime-like 
sound is as charming 
as church bells afar. 
This is the original, 
one and only “Angel 
Chimes” It differs 
from other Candelabra 
of its type n that 
(1) It is made of heavy 
gauge, highly polished 
brass instead of cop- 
per. (2) It has a tray 
base to catch possible 
drippings (3) It has 





holders for four can- 4 

dles instead of the usual three (4) It is 
imported from Sweden where t is precision 
made Don’t confuse the “‘Angel Chimes” with 


the trayless 3-candle candelabra sellin at 


about the same price. Buy the “Angel Chimes” 
—the original and best 13” high complete 
with 4 red or white candles. $2.95 ppd. Ext 


ra 
candles dripless 75¢ 


per dozen 


mported, hand-dipped, 


’*Back-O- 
Door’’ Book 
Rack. tyou re 
tired of pic k- 
ing up baby's 
Mother Goose 
books lun- 
oT — ‘ omic 


book and 


Dad's Digest 
Magazine, 
here's the an 
swer to all 
three prob 
lems. Install 
this handy 


Magazine and 
Book Rack on 
the back of 





is a catchall 
Comes in nat- 


for small books and magazines 


ural pine to be painted same color as door, 24” 


wide 
or door 


Easily assembled and attached to wall 
$1.29 ppd. 


Write for Gift Catalog 


L. F. BLACK & CO., INC. 


99-15 Metropolitan Ave. Forest Hills, N. Y. 
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Lovely Copper Bowl 
Planted with Narcissus 


Cay, sweet-scented paper white narcissus to brighten 
gray winter days—large bulbs and a glowing copper 
bowl 6" across, lacquered so it will not tarnish. Plant 
in the new plastic snow included. It’s clean, attractive 
and easy to handle. Just add water and bulbs will 
bloom in about 50 days. 


Complete with bulbs and plastic 
BNOW cose cccccesescs BRM ppd. 
Mail orders filled promptly 


Soler Henderson - 
Stumpp € Waller 
6-11 Henderson Bidg., 48 Cortlandt St., New York 7, WY. 
NEW I SELF-POLISHING 
. EYE GLASS CASE! 

















Glasses Are Actually POLISHED In 


This Case! Here is a remarkable invention that 
assures you constantly clear and brilliant 
lenses without the use of tissues, handker- 
chiefs, etc. ‘Kleen Kase’’ has a chemically 
treated pocket which protects your glasses 
and keeps them clean. In beautiful Vinyl with 
a fine leather finish. Choice of 5 smart colors: 
red, blue, green, brown and tan. Fits all styles. 
A clever must for everyone who wears glasses— 
ONLY $1 ea., postpaid. 


Send check or monenu order, No C.O.D.’s Please 


% Send for BIG FREE Christmas Catalog 
SPE 

















NCER GIFTS, Dept. F-11, Atlantic City, N. J. 









VAY-H-\NIIGIHIT 


MAILBOX AND LAWN MARKERS 
Reflector lettering—glass beads mirror light at night (like road signs) 
Permanent embossed letters and numbers 11/2” high 
Lifetime aluminum —rustproof 
Baked enamel— white beaded letters—block background 
Double plate 18” long—reads the same.from either side 
These attractive markers make thoughtful gifts — and 
make it easy for friends to find your home DAY-n-NIGHT. 
Install in a minute. Any wording you want, up to a total 
of 15 letters and numbers. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. 

MAILBOX MARKER LAWN MARKER with 26 


fits any mail box wrought aluminum standard 


9495 POSTPAID fe * or #295 POSTPAID 















SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR MONEY BACK 









-ENGINEERING-ECOMPAN YK—> 
81-B Spear Bidg.,Colorado Springs 8,Col. 
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Minit-Note Informals 


Attractive deckled-edge informals with 
matching envelopes in a 3-drawer box. 
Printed in blue raised fancy script ini- 
tials or full name. For personal notes, 
invitations, get-togethers, thank-you 
notes. Paper in Summer Blue, Golden 
Glow or Misty Gray; use box for jew- 
elry, hairpins, stamps, ete. Only 53.98 
ppd for 100 sheets and envelopes. Ex- 
cellent Xmas Gift! Ad-Tel Specialty Co., 
223 Irving Ave., Brooklyn 37, N. Y. 





Mister Ashcan, Jr. 


A miniature ashean that is a “dead 
ringer” for the real thing, will keep 
guests from dropping ashes on your car- 
pets. Holds enough ashes to safeguard 
your furniture through the longest cele- 
bration. You'd better order several! 
Guests love them, too. 214” tall, of gal- 
vanized metal with a gleaming nickel 
cover. $1.10 each postpaid. Write for 
free gift folder. Zenith Gifts, Dept. L., 
Box 238, G. P. O., New York 1. 





Year "Round Indoor Garden 


Beautiful ceramic Landscape Cabin, 
plus 16 fascinating cactus and other col- 


orful desert and tropical succulents. 
Many bloom annually.  Bare-rooted 
plants grow immediately. Landscape 


your own log. cabin garden. It’s fun! 
Size: 11” x 614” x 5”. Unusual Christmas 
gift, too! Cabin, 16 plants, mulch, direc- 
tions, only $6.95 postpaid. You'll a ore 
it! Landscape @ Cabin, P. O. Box 365, 
East Pasadena 8, Calif. 
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Electric Christmas Bells 


Just plug these gaily-colored 2” Xmas 
Bells into any electrical outlet and they 
sway and tink!e—automatically! A love- 
ly rainbow of red, blue, green and gold 
bells fill the air with their cheerful 
tones. String them on Xmas _ tree, 
wreaths, ete. The only 5-bell set avail- 
able! $4.98 postpaid—or C.O.D. plus 
postage. 10 day money-back guarantee. 
Damar Co., 180 Damar Bldg., Treat PL., 
Newark 2, N. J 





Grow Prettier Ivy 


Grow prettier ivy and other tropical 
indoor vines with this potting set that 
assures success promotes faster 
growth, richer color and often surpris- 
ingly large leaves. These plants thrive on 
cedar. Set contains a 24” shaggy cedar 
extension totem-pole, half pint bag of 
cedar mulch, quart package special plant- 
ing soil (ivy and pot not inel.). Makes 
ideal gift! $1.35 ppd. No COD’s..Melody 
Gardens, P. O. Box 28, Uvalde, Texas. 





Linoleum Tape 


Tape the seam shut between bathtub 
and wall or around sink with Clevco 
Linoleum Seal, a practical protection for 
your linowall or plaster. This adhesive- 
backed, flexible tape seals the cracks 
against all moisture and dirt. A 15’ roll 
in glossy black. white, blue, or dark red 
is $1.50 for 1” width, $2.00 for 14”. 
Postpaid. Please state color. Cleveo 
Products. Dept. F., Box 265, Burien, 
Washington. 
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Wild Bird Loose Seed Feeder 
Filled with famous SUPER MIX wild 


hird seed, this feeder is sure fire to at- 
tract all kinds of birds. As the seed is 
eaten, fresh, dry seed drops down. 
Sturdy, large enough to hold a pound of 
seed, the brown body and forest green 
roof blend with the outdoors. The roof 
is hinged to facilitate filling. It makes 
a perfect gift! Only $2.00 postpaid. 
Clymer Sales Co., Inc., Point Pleasant, 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 


A LIGHT PULL... 
AND HERE’S 
YOUR STAIRWAY... 


A GENTLE PUSH 
BACK IN PLACE! 


Ez-way Folding Stairway 


The ideal way to add that extra store- 
room. den or playroom ... at minimum 
cost. Provides safe, easy access to lofts 
and atties . folds simply, neatly out 
of sight. Made of sturdy Ponderosa 
pine. steel hardware, fir plywood 
panels. This stairway comes completely 
assembled for easy installation. For 


name of nearest distributor write: Ez- 
Way Sales, Inc.. Dept. F., Box 300, St. 
Paul Park. Minn. 


Automatic French Fryer 


Che perfect present! Beautifully gift- 
Wrapped in gay cellophane. Free deep 
frying recipes! Can be used as a food 
Warmer, automatic casserole or roaster, 
loo. Service-free. Sturdy mirror-finish 
aluminum. Wipes clean in seconds. 
Round design, greater capacity. lighter 
Weight. Only $26.95 postpaid. Send 
theek or money order TODAY! Don’t 
woit—Christmas is nearly here! The 
Burpee Company, Barrington, III. 
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Porcelain Rose Jar 


A Rose or Floral Bouquet Fragrance 
Jar that keeps its exquisite scent and 
beauty all year round. Made of highly 
glazed white porcelain with gracefully 
designed floral bouquets in full color. 
Handsomely gift boxed and filled with 
perfumed rose buds. 544” H. x 12” C. 
with vent cover. Specify either Rose or 
Floral Bouquet. Jar. $5.00 ea. ppd. Or- 
der a pair! No C.0.D.’s. Chardon Co., 
7202 Greenwood Ave., Chicago 19, IIl. 





Driftwood Art 


Decorative pieces of driftwood. Sizes 
for all purposes: walls, mantels, floral 
arrangements, ete. Each piece has 
rhythm, motion and drama. Priced ac- 
cording to size, uniqueness and _ indi- 
viduality—$5.00 to $25.00 ppd. Each 
piece carefully selected according to 


amount received. Lovely, unusual gifts! 
Order now, or write for more informa- 
tion before ordering. Driftin’s Inc., FG., 


1101 S. W. Fifth Ave., Portland, 4, Ore. 





Shoeshine Bucket 


This traditional Vermont maple sap 
bucket in fancy dress, is made for us 
by the firm that has supplied buckets 
to Vermont maple syrup makers for 5 
generations. Large enough to hold all 
polishing gear. Strongly made of pine 
with maple finish. Rubber-topped foot 
rest. Perfect for family use or for boy 
or girl away at school. Just over 10” 
tall. $2.75 ppd. Add 35¢ west. Vermont 
Crossroads Store, FG, Waterbury, Vt. 











“BLACK FOREST’ 
CUCKOO CLOCK 







© GUARANTEED FOR LIFE 

© DEEPLY HAND CARVED, 
IMPORTED CUCKOO CLOCKS 

oC LIFE-LIKE BIRD CUCKOOS 
AND CHIMES THE EXACT TIME 
ON THE HOUR 

# SUCKOOS AND CHIMES ONCE 
ON THE HALF HOUR 

« SWINGING DOOR, DOUBLE 
WEIGHT-WINDING CHAINS 
AND PENDULUM 


@ GIFT THAT LASTS FROM | 





GENERATION TO GENERATION! 





No. 33—Size 13” x 10” $19% 
postpaid 


Tex ine! 


Send for BIG, FREE Book-Catalog: 
“World Famous Clocks” 








ALLY GRAYE 


th STREET DEPT. SS. NEW YORK 3.N. Y 











CARAFETTE SETS 


Smart individual coffee servers add elegance to the 
table. Each Carafette holds two cups; keeps it 
piping hot. Fine quality hand blown glass decorated 
with platinum bands; harmonizing stopper. Ebony 
plastic handle for cool, easy pouring. 4 Carafettes 
and 4 matchin Coasters to the set 
Postpaid . $6.00 
Single Carafette with Coaster, $1.75 
No C.0O.D.‘s please. Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Write for Catalog 


ELRON 156 W. “~~ wee 10, OU. 





Grow Flowers 


in Your Room! 
No Soil! No Dirt! 


Yes, with the marvelous 
Aladdin Kit of Plant Magic 
you can now easily grow 
beautiful roses, violets, car- 
nations and tropical flowers 
on the window sill in ANY 
room, and without one 
speck of soil or dirt. Also 
ig, red, ripe tomatoes, 
melons—in fact, almost any 
vegetable or flower and al- 
most anywhere in your 
house or apartment or on 
the porch. 


ONLY $9.50. 


For the Complete 
Aladdin Kit of Plant Magic 
This remarkable Aladdin 
Kit of Plant Magic includes 
the Wick-Flo Pottery, Sani- 
Lite Plant Support, the 
Bond Nutrient, the amazing 
Chemical - Plus, Feeding 
Wicks, Seeds and Illustrat- 
ed Instructions that are so 
easy to follow. 
Remember, you pay only $2.50 down, and then 
you can pay the balance at the rate of only $2 
a month for 3 months. If you prefer, you can send 
$7.85 cash in full and save 65 cents. 

15 DAY APPROVAL! If you are not more than 
delighted with results in 15 days, return the kit, 
and your money will be refunded prorptly. 
MAIL COUPON BELOW! 
Simply mark x in one of the squares below, then 
sign the coupon with your name and address, and 
send it to us with your remittance. The day we 
hear from you, the complete Aladdin Kit will be 
sent to you by parcel post PREPAID. 


THE NUTRIENT CORPORATION 
Dept. 11W Philadelphia 44, Pa. 


pote decst SPECIAL COUPON- — — — 
THE NUTRIENT CORP., Dept. 11W, Phila.44,Pa. 


Please ship me at once by parce! post PREPAID the 


DOWN 





! 

Aladdin Kit of Plant Magic. 1 have indicated in 
| the below the payment plan |! prefer. 

0 § am enclosing with this coupon $7.85 payment 
| in full, thereby saving 65 cents. 

0 § am enclosing $2.50 as down payment, and will 
| pay balance at the rate of $2 a month for 3 months 
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PAINTING IS FUN 
with a PROTEXEM 


Paint Brush Conditioner 


Brushes are hard to get. 
brushes in tip-top shape. 


Keep your good 


Softens hard-as-rock brushes 
and makes them like new. 


Provides a safe place to store 
j paint brushes. 


Paint brushes are always 
ready for use. 


No time wasted in cleaning 
brushes. 


Brushes do not hang in 
liquid. Protexem’s liquid 
solvent evaporates and fills 
the conditioner with a vapor that penetrates 
the brushes and dissolves the binding oils in 
paint, varnish, lacquer, enamel and shellac .. . 
even in the heel of the brush. GUARANTEED. 
Complete unit with pint of vaporizing liquid, 


postpaid $2.95. 
Two complete 
units postpaid $5.50 
Send Order Now to 
Wisconsin Laboratories, Inc. 
Dept. F., 2138 3rd St., Milwaukee 12, Wis. 




















Selected Oregon English 
HOLL SPRAYS...WREATHS 





FOR CHRISTMAS 


Say “Merry-Christmas” the traditional way with beautiful 
glossy-green, full red-berried English Holly sprays and 
wreaths. Carefully selected. Treated for long life. Ideal 
for gifts, decoration. Greeting cards enclosed. Shipped 
about Dec. 10th. Mail gift list early to assure delivery. 


__ “MERRY CHRISTMAS” BOX 

ma choice red-berried 949° 
holly sprays .... 
Postpaid in U.S.A 


$475 
All orders sent SPECIAL DELIVERY... postpaid in U. S$. A. 


ENGLISH HOLLY PACKERS 


°. 0. BOX 425 ° PORTLAND 7, OREGON 


An Unusual Gift... 


ARTIFICIAL 
FRUITS 


IN 
NATURAL 
COLOR 












Combined with 
wood roses, mag- 
nolia leaves and 
cat tails. Con- 
tainer and mate- 
tials included to make complete arrangement as 
illustrated. 


$4.95 $6.95 


We also have a complete 
Florists Kit at $5.95 


ea Sorry No C. O. D.'‘s 
THE FLOWER BOX, INC. 
Box 387-A Paoli, Pa. 





Remain bright and shining even after years 
of use. You can cook or bake in them; use 
them for serving or for refrigerator storage. 
Make excellent salad bowls because vinegar 
will not affect them—they’re stainproof as 
well as rustproof. Made by Vollrath of 
heavy gauge stainless steel. Set consists of 
three bowls, 3, 14 and 3 quart sizes. Set $6.85 
postpaid. L. F. Black & Co. Inc.,, FG-11, 
99-15 Metropolitan Ave., Forest Hills, N. Y. 


“TWO GUN TINY” PITCHER... 


Here’s an easy wey to corral those young 
hombres and to get them hankering for more 
milk or fruit juice. They'll love to see the 
liquid pour into the western tumbler from 
the colorful ““Two-Gun Tiny” pitcher. Made 
of Lustrex, a plastic that is both shatterproof 
and chipproof, pitcher holds about a quart. 
Complete with tumbler, packed in wild-west 
gift box, $1.95 postpaid. Sunset House, 
FG-11, 8818 Sunset Boulevard, Hollywood 
46, Calif. 


DRESS YOURSELF DOLLS... 


What little girl wouldn't like to dress a doll 
which looks exactly like her. A replica of 
herself, 11” tall, with her features, naturally 
tinted in full color, together with 18 cos- 
tumes. Nine of the outfits are in brilliant 
colors and the other nine she may color with 
water colors, or crayons. Send a front-view 
clear snapshot or photo of your little girl, 
giving color or eyes, hair, etc. Complete set 
$2.00 postpaid. Craft, Inc., FG-11, 6671 
Telegraph Road, Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


CREST CAR KEYS... 

Every man—and woman, too—will be de- 
lighted with a set of car keys, or a key chain, 
featuring the authentic crest of his car. Two 
keys, ignition and trunk, in blank which 
any locksmith can cut to fit. One is made of 
solid jeweler’s bronze and the other solid 
nickel silver. Set of two keys in a gift box 
$3.00 ppd. Matching crest key chain, nickel 
finish, $2.00. Be sure to specify year and 
make of automobile. Zenith Gifts, FG-11, 
P.O. Box 238, G.P.O. New York 1, N. Y. 
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Add Charm and Distinction 


to your home or cottage. Beautiful, exclusive 
. . . Home Markers, Post Lamps and Weather 
Vanes. Black or in Colors. 


IDEAL FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


@ Many designs from which to choose. 
@ Guaranteed absolutely weather-proof. 
* 
* 





Raised luminous glass beaded lettering. 
Economical, direct from Studio to you. 
@ Price ranges to suit every purse. 
Send 10¢ for 16 page catalog illustrating over 
70 beautiful designs. 


MILLS STUDIO 








1060 Keating Avenue Muskegon, Michigan 


Left: For your African 
Violets or other hobby 
plants. Painted white. 
11 movable arms rang- 
ing from 16” to 7”. 
Flowers and pots not 
included. 


$24.50 





Right: Oval top Antique 
Flower Box. 23’ long and 
15” wide on top. 21” high. 
Ornamental Design. Painted 
in long-lasting White. 


$21.50 





Send check or money order. Express or Freight col- 
lect. You specify which. Send for catalog other items 


* J. F. DAY & CO. 


Dept. F-11, 1903 Fourth Ave., S., Birmingham, Ala. 
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“SE CHILDREN’S PRINTS ... 


Hang both of these ‘angels’ in your cherub’s 
bedroom and he'll constantly be reminded 
to say his prayers. These deticate pastel prints, 
titled ‘Bless Us All” and “‘A Child’s Prayer’ 
will delight grown-ups as well as children. 
By Charlot Byi, the pictures are ready for 
framing; they measure 13 by 17 inches and 
are priced at $3.50 the pair postpaid. Harvard 
Gifts, FG-11, 75 Harvard Street, Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts. 


SISTER DOLLS ... 


Dolls, like children, want a sister, so here 
we have sister dolls that are soft and pleasant 
to play with. They are 12 inches tall. One is 
blonde and the other brunette. Dressed in 
gay cotton snap-on clothes one little girl is 
in her pajamas and her sister is dressed in 
gay street clothes. Sold separately at $3.25 
each or $5.75 for both postpaid to the same 
address. The Josselyns, Box 147, FG-11, 
Dedham, Mass. 


TOWEL CADDY... 


Ideal for towels in constant use or for extra 
towels. Two suction cups which grip firmly 
on any smooth or enameled surface makes 
them easily applied to the sides of the sink, 
the range or the refrigerator. In colors of 
yellow, blue, rose, green or clear lucite. Each 
member of the family can have his own 
towel hook. Raise the children’s to the correct 
height as they grow! They are 69¢ each,. 2 
for $1.30 or 4 for $2.55 postpaid. Fischer's, 
FG-11, 43-64 Bowne Street, Flushing, N. Y. 


SNOWIES ... 

New etched-glass effects in Christmas cut- 
outs to dress up your holiday windows, doors 
and mirrors. Frosty spun-glass cut-outs in- 
clude Santa, Prancer, his favorite reindeer, 
Holly and Berries, Christmas Bells, Snow- 
flakes, a sky full of Stars, and,A Merry 
Christmas, too. Flame-proof. Easily applied 
by moistening glass and pressing the cut-outs 
in place. Sockene of 56 pieces $1.60 postpaid. 
Dutch Treat Shop, FG-11, 5938 Germantown 
Ave., Philadelphia 44, Pa. 





WINGED WANDERERS—You can be 
proud of this Hagerstrom original vane 
perched on your rooftop. Symmetrical 
in design and perfectly balanced on its 
oil filled swivel. Made of weather-re- 
sistant metal, finished in rich black 
27” wide 32” high $18.50. Size 80 x 40” 
$25.00 f.0o.b. Wheeling. 
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Tree Cataloe 


HAGERSTROM 
METALCRAFT STUDIO 


Handcrafted Specialties since 1922——-House Signs, 
Foot Scrapers, Lanterns, Mail Bores, Vanesa, ete 


46 Old Milwaukee Road 





Wheeling, Ii. 














NEW! Trash Disposal 
Unit Burns Refuse 
Safely 


A new type outdoor dispose- 
all unit safely and quickly 
burns trash and even garbage 
in any weather. All refuse, 
damp, green or dry is fully 
consumed. Scientific draft 
design completely eliminates 
fire hazard of flying ash, 
sparks — minimizes smoke, 
smell. Nothing to get out of order. Needs no 
watching. Ends refuse hauling and fire hazards 
to quickly pay for itself. Measures 20°’ square 
at base by 34” high. Sturdily built. 2 bu. ca- 
pacity. Recommended by Bureaus of Fire Pre- 
vention. Full price Model E now only $12.95 
shipped parcel post prepaid. Money back guar- 
antee. 

DELUXE WEATHER-PROOF MODEL EC—same specifi- 





cations as above plus a baked-on, slate gray, ceramic 
finish that can’t rust regardless of climate. Efficient 
attractive—will last for years Money back. gmuarantec 
Priced at $15.95 shipped parcel post prepaid 
DELUXE WEATHER-PROOF MODEL D—weather-proofed 
with baked-on, slate gray, ceramic finish thal cannot 
rust regardless of climate Bigeer, more efficient— 
measures 43” high by 24” square at the base with 
three bushel burning capacity. Sent complete with 
grate. Money back guarantee. Priced at only $19.95 
shipped parcel post prepaid. Please specify model ce 


sired and send check, cash or money order to 


ALSTO CO. Dept. FG-11 Cleveland 1, Ohio 











EZO—The Soft Dental 


Cushion To Help 
False Teeth Wearers 





Helps Keep 
Seeds Out = 
Helps Ease Pressure | 
On Gums = 
Helps Plate 
Fit Snug 
Helps Prevent 
Clicking 











Now, pleasant relief from ILL-FITTING 
DENTURES can be yours with superior 
EZO Dental Cushions, No need to bother 
with paste or powder, EZO is SOFT and 
PLIABLE, 

Money Back If You’re Not Satisfied 


Order Direct from Laboratory 

Send $1 for 20 EZO Lowers 

Send $1 for 16 EZO Uppers 
or Send $2 for Both 


EZO PRODUCTS COMPANY 
Dept. 496-B Box 9306, Philadelphia 39, Po. 


goLld 


TEAKETTLE | 


Imported from Finland 


A collector's prize thet is both useful and dec- 
orative. This authentic handcrafted solid copper 
teakettle will add ‘“‘Old World'’ charm to your 
home. Pure tin lining prevents unpleasant taste. 
Graceful design blends with any home setting. 
A different and idea! gift. 

@ A Practical Teakettle 6-CUP 

@ Beautiful Decorator Piece SIZE 

@ Clever Planter for Flowers 

An unusual value — $995 
Money-back guarantee. 

Postpaid 


SUPPLY LIMITED 


Lucy Morris 


Good Things for Good Living 
5095-R S.W. Barnes Rd., PORTLAND 1, ORE. 














Magi-Colored Candles 


are fascinating ... they are 
satiny-white but as they 


yellows, blues, greens and 
reds. They give the effect 
of many different colored 
candles burned one after 
another...unusual for your tables or mantels 
...a charming comment-provoking gift. 


-- $1.00 ppd. 





3-10" candles in gift package. . 


Pottery bottles in pastel 
shades for candles..........+ $1.0@ ea. ppd. 


Available at all our stores, 


Mail orders filled promptly. 


= Leler Honderson - 
Stumpy ¢ Waller 


6-11 Henderson Bldg., 48 Cortlandt St., New York 7, N.Y. 
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“Twin-Tree” | 
Spices 
and 
Hanging 
Shelf 


A glowing, waxed- : , 
finish, knotty pine © : ‘ 
shelf to hang on the kitchen or pantry wall 
with 9 world-famous ‘‘Twin-Tree” spices in 
labeled glass jars. Spices included are: Sage, 
Gravy Herbs, Omelet Herbs, Basil, Poultry 
Herbs, Soup Herbs, Thyme, Oregano, Tarra- 
gon, etc. payers to last for many, many 
years. Shelf is 7" wide by 12" long. Our price is 
remarkably low for this attractive gift. 

Shelfand9 jars ofepices—-Complete... ba 

7 
Available at all our stores. ©? 


| 2 
Seamyp ¢Walter 


6-11 Henderson Bldg., 48 Cortlandt St., New York 7, 0.¥. 











NEW! FLORAL 
PLACE CARD HOLDERS 


Here's new charm and beauty to brighten 
your banquet or dinner table! These lovely, 
individual place card holders definitely mark 
you as a thoughtful and clever hostess. Glass 
flower holder, in clear Lucite base, stands 4" 
high. Wonderful for gifts! Set of four—$2.10 
postpaid. Ohio customers add 6¢ sales tax. 


MODERN PLASTICS PRODUCTS 


155 Belvedere Avenue Werren, Ohio 


— Loveliest 


“J @ are yours to enjoy 
every month through the 
lavishly illustrated pages 
of “GARDENING _IL- 
LUSTRATED” — the 
British monthly which 
is first choice of Amer- 
ican gardening enthusi- 
asts. Unique coverage of 
world horticulture, spe- 
ialist articles on scientific 
plant development, news 
of new British and Amer- 
ican varieties and expert 
advice on all gardening 
problems are only some 
of the outstanding con- 
tents. Fill in the form 
below TODAY and enjoy 
GARDENING ILLUS- 
TRATED every month. 


———o OO "CLIP AND MAIL™ 
Send only $1.50 made payable to our authorized 
agent, Jeremy North—Bookeeller (G1/183) ‘‘Friend- 
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ship House’’, Jamestown, Rhode Island, with this | 
coupon completed for 12 consecutive issues sent direct | 
to your address from London. Two Years $2.75. 
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STAMP HOLDER... 


Keep your stamps handy! Richly styled, 
brightly polished brass stamp holder keeps 
stamps neat, safe, at your fingertips. Takes 
regular roll of stamps available at any post 
office. Here’s a smart desk accessory for all 
who write letters. Top holds clips. Stands 
2” high; acts as a paperweight, too; weighs 
one-half pound. Lacquered to retain bright- 
ness. Felted to protect desk. $3.50 postpaid. 
Northmore’s, FG-11, Box 756, Highland 
Park, III. 


KISS AND TELL... 


Newest idea in a lipstick case. Gold lamé 
lipstick case contains holder for your favorite 
brand and color lipstick, unique miniature 
paper roller towel for removing excess lipstick, 
which operates exactly like the real thing and 
a tiny mirror which gives you a full view of 
your lips. Also included are four extra re- 
fills for the paper towel holder. $3.95 post- 
paid (no federal tax). Spencer Gifts, FG-11, 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. 


CHEF-AN-ETTE RECIPE FILE... 


The bride or new housekeeper will be de- 
lighted with this attractive, compact metal 
recipe file on her kitchen shelf. It accommo- 
dates hundreds of 5” x 3” cards. Each of the 
five white enameled miniature books swings 
down for easy reference and each 1s devoted 
to several specific dishes. A set of kitchen- 
tested recipes is included for the bride. 
This compact little file measures only 63” x 
54” x 4”. $3.00 postpaid. Janet Forister, 
FG-11, Bloomington, IIl. 


HOLDAPRES TROUSER HANGER®® ~ 


Here’s a must for every man’s wardrobe 
while at home or when traveling. It hangs 
trousers neatly, with perfect crease at all 
times; saves trouser pressing cost. Sturdy, 
made of lightweight metal construction, with 
durable tension springs that give you “‘finger- 
tip adjustment control.’ The swivel hook 
provides for easy hanging over closet rod, 
door top, or moulding ledge. $1.00 postpaid; 
6 for $5.00. Holdapres, FG-11, 9106 Wood- 
ward Ave., Detroit 2, Michigan. 
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Imported Dutch Wooden Shoes 


Mediterranean-grown paperwhite nar- 
cissus bulbs in genuine imported Dutch 
wooden shoes. After the bulbs flower, 
the shoes can be used for ivy or philo- 
dendron or your children can wear 
them. Bulbs are guaranteed to flower. 
Complete instructions included. Shoes 
come in red, green, and natural. $2.75 
a pair, postpaid. Write for free gift cata- 
log. Fischer's, 43-62 Bowne Street, Flush- 
ing, N. Y. 








Ro-Je Reflector Sign 


Shines at night to guide friends to 
your home. Smart saw-tooth maple panel 
has plastic letters with reflecting lenses 
molded in one piece. Not ordinary let- 
ters with lenses puttied or cemented in. 
Cannot warp, crack or peel. Weather- 
proof; salt-water proof. Letters in green 
or white. Six letters or less incl. 33” 
stake $4.50 ppd; ea. addl. letter 55¢. 
Excellent Xmas Gift. Ro-Jo Sign Co., 
Box 380, Greenwich, Conn. 
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GLITTER CHEST | 


Costume Jewelry 
That Looks Just 
Like Mother's 








BE PERSONALIZED STICKERS ... 


Personalize your Christmas gift packages with 
colorful stickers having your own name form 
part of the design. Or, use them to make 
your own Christmas cards or seals. The 
attractive Christmasy design is in red and green 
on silver gummed labels. The manufacturer 
tells us he has over 600 women’s first names 
available, so it’s a good bet he has yours and 
all others. $1.00 for 40 stickers. Be sure to 
specify name desired. The Sheraton Company, 
FG-11, 59 Wooster St., New York. 


Will make any lit- 
tle Miss proud. A 
beautiful chest 3 
with simulated 
plush lining. Two 
ceemnoess?t - 
ments filled with 
16 pieces of spar- } 
kling child’s cos- 





SALT AND PEPPER SHAKERS 


Lend elegance to your own or your hostess’ i teme jewelry of } 

Thanksgiving table with pairs of good-look- lastic, finished to look like fi - 

ing silver-bright salt and pepper shakers. GEES, HRSG 5S ORE SS VS Sree. 

Heavily silver-plated and lacquered to prevent | Unbreakable, safe, beau- S 

tarnishing. The finish, both inside and out, tiful. Complete as shown 1. 79 

is as good as a piece of sterling. They are for only pestoaid 

53” tall and weighted so they won't topple 

over. Made to sell for the low price of $3.00 OTHER UNUSUAL GIFTS 
: ay i > : —_ ~smec rite or ttiustrate ists oO ristmas 

a pair, tax included, gift boxed. Logines, suggestions thet ore rely distinctive 


FG-11, 618 South Dearborn Street, Chicago Postal will do. a 


lian MARIE’S GIFTS 


4 Schenck Ct. Dept. FG Brooklyn 7, N. Y. 























(PUMP PLANTER... es 
Remember the pumps used on the farm for ANDSCAPIN 
watering the livestock? Well, this is an LEARN LANDSC & 
authentic replica of that old farm pump. ahocrbing hobby. "Shesousn, saay- 
Made of redwood, it can be used for many Sin cee ae Ge” Ge 


scape gardening for homes, estates 
parks, cemeteries. Successful grad- 
uates throughout the world 36th 
year Write for free catalog today 
American Landscape School 
6626 Grand Ave. 


Des Moines 12, lowa 


purposes. Particularly as a container for 
flower arrangements or for growing plant 
material. The pump actually works. A reser- 
voir holds sufficient water to give the plants 
a thorough wetting. Just pump! $7.95 post- 
paid. Breck’s, FG-11, Breck Bldg., Boston 10, 


Mas WHICH DO YOU WANT? 


@ESUPER BATTLE TANK... MODERN or OLD FASHION 
_ METHODS — 











Youngsters will love this battle tank—a 
mechanical toy that looks authentic in every 
detail. Has a revolving turret and cannon. 
Pulls many times its own weight. High-pow- 
ered friction motor. Of shock-resistant plas- 
tic in regular Army color. Turret is decora- 









VITA-MIX makes it easier 
to get essential vitamins 
and minerals from fruits 
and vegetables. 


ted with an insignia decal on sides. Tank will Only Machine 95 
climb over dificult terrain and obstructions. ak Gent ann $29: 


Bakelite Handle. 


SELF-CLEANING—ADD 
SOAP, WATER, TURN ON 
In preparing food the ordi 
nary way you peel off and 
throw away many of those 


8” long, 44” wide and 4” high. $2.49 post- 


paid. Walter Thomas, FG-11, 2408 S. 
Veteran Ave., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 





































































og gag 
FI fel ER a to good health. With the 
V ata Mise, oe. t ine 
na ura nea ha-g ing oor 
To dress up your favorite table. Loveland’s attractive pong Os ng gy RR ny ER 
Fisherboy Planter is decorated with 3 fine, sturdy ene: ‘new ‘unbreakable’ stainless steel bowl 
plants, Fisherboy figure, authentic driftwood log, a eo 
colored gravel. 44” long x 24” wide. Your choice of Look What Vita-Mix Does: 
colors: blue, green, yellow, orange, brown. Ideal Makes health drinks in 1 to 4 minutes, makes soup 
y ~e = without boiling in 3 minutes, makes cake batter 
Xmas Gift. ready for oven in 3 minutes. Grinds whole grain, 
a chops vegetable salads, whips cream, churns butter, 
Only $1 .50 postpaid makes omelettes, ‘ple fillers, aneeba, ‘Gnewhat, ‘bale 
food, purees 
NEW CATALOGUE — 1001 novel items and ideas in Loveland’s 2 VALUABLE GIFTS GIVEN WITH ORDER 
new Catalogue. Gift and home decorations . . . at prices to VITA CORN 
please your purse. Send for Loveland Cotalogue—only 10¢ (or MIRACLE POPPER 
free with order). BOOK coe cae 
Shows o y thout 
Writ how to make stirring. 
rite: 533 del No ess. 
“1.0% cious dishes Use re liv- 
Box U 0 and drinks ing room 
LOVELAND. "OHIO with your = ‘ 
Vita-Mix. Corn Popper $5.29 
Recipe Book -55 
a a “ ae & Order Now Before Vita-Mix 34.95 
x ‘ = 
‘ Value $40.79 
= FREE CATALOG f GROW MINIATURE TREES Rearmament Stops vee, See 
j All the Best and Latest 1 All Production You Save $10.84 
FOR PROFIT & PLEASURE 
F 4 Garden and Farm books, Bulletins é ° seeeenencssoussss. 
A ealth of -to-the- > expert ad > on how . bad 
to a ee Rie bong a ailke tan ae a Gacainaedl aoped i Fabulous Money- Real Fun'Grow : Natural Foods H 
t ‘ wonders with flowers, vegetables, fruits, : “ NM Dept. FG-1t1, Olmstead Falls, Ohio . 
landse: aping, poultry, livestock, woodlands,  fish- genuine live dwarf Ming) trees, 2 Rust ~ Vita-Mi lus 4 
E ponds, composting, soil improvement, etc., etc. ¢ A terrific new business and hobby. I acters: $29.95. ush me our a-Mix plus : 
i FREE catalog by —— — eon i men ee —_ oe H 
, Dept.3 Name ... pee eee eveseresseenecenee os . 
t COUNTRY BOOKSTORE P.O Box 355 + Briggs Station RTO UT UTC. CCT C CTU TTT TT . 
im Box 7111 Noroton, Conn. Estab. 1943 mall a Los Angeles 48, California SS Sa Se RR eG Ree Obscene H 























DECORATE YOUR HOME WITH LIVING PICTURES! 
PICTURE FRAME PLANTER 
spectacular show place for yoor prize 
Ideal for 
Philodendron, Ivy or any yining indoor plant. 5'/2 


Creates a 


plants. A truly novel style of planter. 


x 7!/2 inches. Choice of decorator colors. Red, 
Yellow, Black, or Green frames. 
(Order 3 for Decorative aa | EACH 
Grouping — Only $2.75) POSTPAID 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded 


HOME PRODUCTS 


P.O. BOX 976 SAN DIEGO 12, CALIF. 


Free Yourself 


FROM 















If you want to stop smoking and just 
can’t, try world-famous NoO-TO-BAC 
Lozenges. See how quickly NO-TO-BAC 
may help stop your craving for tobac- 
co. Rush $1 to No-To-Bac, for 7 days 
supply. (For heavy smokers—16 days’ 
= ply—$2.) Satisfaction guaranteed 
noney back. Write: 


NO-TO-BAC CO. 


DEPT. GR HEWLETT, NEW YORK 


EMBED REAL FLOWERS 
in MEW Magic PLASTIC 


Now create many lovely and unusual 
things like the distinctive pansy 
master ghown—made_ by embedding 
real pansies in Castolite—the **mag ic 
liquid casting plastic. Comes crystal 
clear, or may be dyed to produce 
gorgeous color effects, Makes really 
different jewelry, book 
ends, picture frames, can 
die stick, figurines. Em- 








Plastic Coasters 
and Tiles 





bed real flowers, butter- 

fies, coins, medals, photos 

for novel plaques, paper ay 

weights, tiles¢ other art Saal 
objects. Use only home utensils. Follow simple step-by- 
Ble) method, New ypteasure, fine profits are possible 
Send 25c¢ for Big Whdlesale Catz nos and exciting New 
Home Success Manual. Gert big profits. The 


Xmas 
LL 


Castolite Co., Dept. M-22, “Woodstock, 


TWO-CUP COFFEE QUICKIE 


fresh coffee In a jiffy! 
This fast-heating etectrio percola- 
tor saves cotfee. Lustrous, polished 
aluminum. One year guarantee, 
$3.95 postpaid 
4 CUP SIZE 
$4.95 postpaid 
HAINES CORP. 


303-FG 7th St. S. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 



















STAKE YOUR DOGS 
YET LET ‘EM ROAM! 





home, 
Free swinging 


yet 
non 


Keeps your dog 
contented. 
tangling swivel allows 
160-deg. range. 16 

in. all-steel 
sistant stake $2.25 
upd. 
both ends, $1. 
for only $3.95 complete. 
Longer chains 15¢ per 
t. additional. No C.O.D. 


€ 
wr 
Order today! { tes Sb 


MODEL PATENT MFG. COMPANY 
1019 Cook Street Denver, 6, Colorado 








| 


| 





Flowering Maple . 


(Continued from page 29) 


wet. When the plant reaches a height 
of 3 inches, pinch out the first two top 
leaves to make a bushy We 
have found only a few kinds which are 
self-branching. By keeping the plant 
pinched back until it requires a 4-inch 
pot, a shapely flowering specimen can be 
developed. 

Abutilon will grow in any good garden 
soil. We have found that a mixture of 
one-half soil and one-fourth each of well- 
decayed cow manure and sand stimulates 
growth and bloom. Care should be taken 
not to overfertilize abutilon, as this will 
tend to make rank foliage growth with 
few flowers. When the plant has reached 
the size of a 4- or 5-inch pot, it is best to 
confine the roots to this size and top- 
dress once a month with any good plant 


specimen. 


food. This will encourage the buds to 
set. If given a southern or eastern ex- 


posure the plants should blossom _pro- 
fusely throughout the winter and spring 
months. They may be removed from the 
pots and placed in the ground during the 
summer. If a large plant is desired, cut 
back well in early August and root-prune 
before lifting. 


Plants from Cuttings 


The best selected kinds are grown 
from cuttings taken from half-ripened 
wood, If taken when growth is too soft, 


the cuttings will decay; if from too hard- 
wooded growth, they will be slow to root. 
Take the cuttings just below the third or 
fourth leaf, leaf and 
dust stem with hormone powder to hasten 
root action. Insert cutting in or 
vermiculite up to the next leaf and water 
well. Place in a shaded location in a 
temperature of 70° They will 
form roots in about twelve days. If the 
cutting is taken from a free-flowering 
plant, it may have flowers before it is re- 
moved from the sand. Pot in 
and place in the shade for a few days. 
keeping the 
soil moist but not too wet. The mature 
plants will flower more freely if allowed 
to become a little dry 
tered thoroughly. 
When abutilon is brought inside from 
a garden the buds will 
sometimes drop, but after the plant has 
become acclimated to the new 
ment a new set of buds will open to full 


remove the lowest 


sand 


or abov e. 


3-inchi pots 


Remove to a sunny window. 


before being wa- 


or greenhouse 


environ- 


bloom. If the buds continue to drop, the 
plant may need fresher air or more or 
less water. 

Abutilon megapotamicum, native to 





tropical America, has a trailing habit of 
| growth with 3-inch unlobed leaves. The 
| flowers combine two colors rarely seen in 
one blossom: the calyx is garnet red, the 
petals a bright sulphur yellow. The pro- 


| 60 


as in fuchsia blooms, 
color when fully pol- 
linated. This species is prized for win- 
dow boxes or hanging baskets. The vari- 
ety A. m. variegata, with leaves of a 
mottled yellow, is attractive. A. pictum 
has three-lobed, toothed leaves, mottled 
green and yellow. The flowers may be 
yellow through orange with an open bell- 
like form. A. striatum thompsoni has a 
typical maple-like leaf of green edged 
with white. 

If abutilons are clean and free from 
insects when moved to the window 


truding stamens, 
are a rich garnet 


gar- 
den, there should be few insect pests. 
However, they are susceptible to mealy 
bug, white fly and aphids. Use of an 
aerosol bomb every three weeks full 
protection against troublesome pests. 


Caution must be used not to apply the 
mist directly on the plants but at least 
4 feet away. There are numerous spray 
materials available for control of mealy 
bug and white fly; a spray with a ro- 
tenone-pyrethrum base is effective. Nico- 
tine sulphate used in a weak solution of 
1 teaspoon to a gallon of water will con- 
trol aphids. 
be found on the flowering maple. Spray- 
ing with water at three-day intervals will 
help control this pest. 

We have found the flowering maple in- 
The 


blossoms are cut in the closed bud form 


Red spider may sometimes 


dispensable as a corsage flower. 


and placed in water in a cool place for 24 
hours. The buds will open to full bloom 
without being in water, 
flowers will last for four days. 
also be floated in a 


however, and the 
They may 
The 
autumnal colors are especially lovely at 
The pure white form 


shallow bowl. 
this time of year. 
has been used for brides’ bouquets and 
the other colors for bouquets of other 
With its 
adaptability and many uses, the flower- 
ing maple deserves its continuing popu- 


larity.» 


members of the wedding party. 





Camellia Selection 


@ New camellias will now be 
judged in much the same- way as 
new rose varieties through the forma- 
tion of a camellia growers’ associa- 
tion, All-America Camellia  Selec- 
tions. This organization is patterned 
after All-America Rose Selections, 
Inc. Camellias which have passed a 
rigid three-year test will be desig- 
nated as All-America Camellia Se- 


Inquiries pertaining to the 
entry of new camellias for trials and 
for further information should be ad- 


lections. 


dressed to David Cook, Secretary, All- 
America Camellia Selections, 11239 


Ventura Boulevard, 
Calif. 


North Hollywood, 








Flower Grower @ November, 195' 
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Classified Advertising Section 


RATE 35 CENTS PER WORD: (30 cents per word for 
three or more consecutive insertions using same copy). 
Minimum order accepted in the Classified Section—$7.00 
per single insertion; $18.00 minimum for 3 quntonative 


insertions. Special Headings $1.50 extra. Terms: CAS 
WITH ORDER. No discount to —_ Address: 
— Classified Dept., 99 N. Broadway, Albany 
1, 2 


Abutilon 


LARGE FLOWERS LOGEE HYBRID. 15 selected colors. 
Three plants. $2.00. LOGEF’S NORTH STREET 
GREENHOU SE, Danielson, Conn. 





Adaleun Violets 


SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT, Page 41. Illustrated catalog 
‘ontains valuable cultural advice. FREE! MRS. JENNIE 
SPOUTZ, 34365 Moravian Drive, Fraser, Michigan. 
“NEW AFRICAN VIOLET BOOK’’, Complete instruc- 
tions, care of adult plant, starting leaves, Growing seed, 
Light, Temperature, Watering, Insecticides, Soil Formula, 
Crown rot, Feeding. Much useful knowledge. Price 54¢. 
HARRIET CLEMO, 2504 39th St., Des Moines, Iewa. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS: Fine Selection. All kinds of house 





plants and ivigs. Send for free catalog. TERRACE 
VIEW GARDENS, Greencastle, Indiana. : ms 
AFRICAN VIOLETS—50 varieties started plants in 2” 
pots. Free price list. RAY’ VIOLET HOU SE, 931 
Ith Street, Bowling Green, Ky, MERI ATES 

LEAVES—GROW YOUR OWN PLANTS. 150 guaran- 
eed new and old varieties. Request list. MRS. KATH- 


LEEN COOPER, 


4208 DeCoursey, 


c ovington, Kentuc ky. 


STARTED PLANTS READY TO POT. Our selection 
i—$3. Send 10 cents for new description list of over 100 
latest ‘outstanding varieties. ROSEBUD FLORAL CO., 
51 N. Burgess Ave., Columbus _ 4, Ohio. 

FANTASY Fringettes $2.00. 
Pink Beauty, Lady Geneva, 
£1.00. WILKINSON’S 
SPECIAL: Fringette 





Pink Girl, White 1 Lady, 
Blue Warrior, Sailor Girl, 
Box 326, Mebane, N. C 
rooted cuttings & for $2.50. If 
u are interested in buying an order of 24 varieties 
your selections, don’t delay send for WHOLESALE 
VRICP list, as no wholesale shipments are made during 
freezing weather. REGULAR retail winter shipping when 
weather permits. THE SELECT VIOLET HOUSE, Mary 

Meeds, Box 1444, Youngstown, Ohio. 
AFRICAN VIOLETS SUPREME—Colchicine | prepared 
especially for African Violets. All you need to conduct 
our experiments for $2.00. BROOKLAND PHARMACY, 

} The Brooklands, Akron 5, Ohio. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS. New fall price list. Many new 
varieties, other choice houseplants and growers supplies. 
YOARS HOUSEPLANT NURSERY, Bunker’ Hill, 
Indiana. 


-Illustrated booklet 
healthy, 
£1.00 

York 


AFRICAN VIOLETS 
directions for growing beautiful, 
Iv Helen B. Gilbert, M.A. 
PRESS, Box 6F, Phelps, New 


~ Step-by step 
flowering plants. 
postpaid. WILLSON 


EENSE, MEENIE, MINIE MOE, buy Russward plants 
and watch 'em grow. Send for free African Violet list 
today. RUSSWARD GROWERS, Jonesboro, Arkansas. 
ROSE MARIE, AZURE BEAUTY, Delight, Red Velvet, 
Purple Dawn, Star Sapphire, $2.00, 3-$5.00. Pink Queen, 
Fantasy, Chard, Redland Ruffles, Queen Betty, Pink 
Delight, $1.50; 3-$4.00. WILSON’S, 943 Greenwood 


Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia. = 
ORDER YOUR VIOLETS BEFORE COLD WEATHER. 


For Christmas bloom, try my selection of 10-$3. All 
different and labeled. Leaves of Rainbow Delight and 
Lacy Girl, 50¢ each. Leaves of Grotei, the new hanging 
basket Violet, 75¢. THE AFRICAN VIOLET SHOP, 
Gordonsville, Virginia. 

AFRICAN VIOLETS: 50,000 growing. All 

treated. Latest Collectors items available, 

favorites. We are always open. Clubs welcome. 
houses are located one mile east of the 
Ohio. GRANGER GARDENS, Hugh 
R. 1, Wadsworth, Ohio. 

AFRICAN VIOLET SEED-—from many 
varieties. $1.00 for approx. 300 seeds 

tions included. FRIENDLY 
sodford, Pa. 


SUPPLIES FOR AFRICAN VIOLET GROWING. In- 
secticides, fungicides, vermiculite, charcoal, peat moss, 
leaf mold, superphosphate, Vitamin B,, Rootone, plastic 
labels, wicking, etc., ete. Write for price list. NEIL C. 
MILLER, Layton’ s Lake, Penns Grove 2, N. J. 


Selenate 
also old 
Green- 
School of Granger, 
Eyerdom & Son, 


crosses of many 
Planting instrue- 
GARDENS tox 5, New 





African Violet Soil 
AFRICAN VIOLET SOIL. 


humusy with leafmold. Ready 

to use. Contains everything violets need Sterilized 

4 ibs. $1.00, 9 Ibs. $2.00, 13 Ibs. $2.50. Postpaid. West 
WINDOVER, Inglefield, Indiana. 


of Rockies add 35¢ 





African Violet Plant Food 


ROIGINA AFRICAN VIOLET PLANT FOOD — in capsule 
form—made especially for African Violets. 54 capsules 
‘1.00 prepaid. Send check or money order to ROIGINA 
PRODUCTS 


Box 345, Lincoln, Nebraska 
Amaryllis 
AMARYLLIS:—2 Large bulbs Meade strain mixed colors 
1) prepaid. DUTCH Amaryllis prices available if vou 


real hobbyist P. = SMITIL 306 
nwood, Mississippi. 


GIANT HYBRID AMARYLLIS —Developed by 
tion and vegetative propagation, our color 
ed a are unique. Send for list, with cultural 
‘tions Special discounts to garden clubs. LAKE 

HOPE FLOWE R FARM, Maitland, Florida. 


AMERICAN GIANT HYBRID AMARYLLIS BULBS, 

nest Mead strain, mixed colors, blooming size, 3 for 
), Dozen $3.50. 3 selected in Gift Box $1.40. Culture 
tions PHILIP PATE, Kissimmee 10, Florida. 


1 McLemore St., 
years of 
types and 


Azaleas 


AZALEAS—40 varieties in red, 
ni Dinations of these olors 
BUCKINGHAM NURSE RY, 


pink, white, 
Send for 
Buckingham, Pa. 


purple and 
1951 list. 


Heer 


COCTORELESUUDEDENOUNEEODEOONUUEEOEEEOEEUEEUOOEEEEEOOEUCSAOTEORUDELEEOLUOOOANONEEREOOGOGEOOERRNEECEEEOOOOOEENOES 


TE 


HARDY AZALEAS for fall planting. Dwarf Kurumes; 
Hinodegiri, Snow, Christmas Cheer, Coral Bell, Hexe, 
Pink Pearl, Lavender Queen. Japanese varieties; Hardy 
Firefly, Kaempferi, Othello, Lilacina, Ledifolia Alba. 
2 Year bushy plants well budded $1; 3 year $1.50; 4 year 
$2. Other kinds and sizes AZALEA GARDENS, 211 S. 
Barksdale, Memphis, _Te nn. 








Baby Genmneemn 


BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, orna- 
mentals and Xmas tree stock. Azaleas-Rhododendrons- 
Flowering shrub- Blueberries. CATALOG FREE. GIRARD 
BROS. NURSERY, __ Geneva, Ohio. _ 


Ballego’s International Selections 


BALLEGO’S INTERNATIONAL SELECTIONS. Air for 
32 paged free Exhibition-Illustrated by BALLEGO & 
SONS, Bloemhove I Dahlias, Leiden. Holland. 


Books 














“THE CAMELLIA, Its Culture and Nomenclature’ 
1951 revision, enlarged to 96 pages, over 1500 varieties 
or synonyms named and described. At your seed or book 














store, or nursery, or sent postpaid, $1.25. SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA CAMELLIA SOCIETY, 40 D, N. San 
Rafael Ave., Pasadena 2, Calif. 

Bulbs 
HARDY LILY BULBS from occupied Japan. Fragrant 


AURATUM (Gold banded Lily) and speciosum RUBRUM 
Lily, both larger around than a tennis ball, one of each 
$1.00; six of each $5.40; dozen of each $10.00. Fragrant 
Amaryllis HALLI, 7” circumference bulbs 3 for $1.00; 
dozen $3.50 postpaid. Remit with order please. DUTCH 
HYBRID AMARYLLIS weg ready. JOHNSON BROS., 
P. O. Box 463, Bound Brook, N. J. 

BUY YOUR BULBS aiRegT ——¥ Grower and SAVE! 
Write for price list) BERKSHIRE GARDENS, P. 0. 
Box 461, Pittsfield, Mass. 


IMPORTED DUTCH AND AMERICAN AMARYLLIS— 





Achimenes, Dutch Iris, Hemerocallis, Callas, Gloxinias, 
Caladiums, Haemanthus, Hymenocallis, Zephyranthes, 
etc. Price list Freee WYNDHAM HAYWARD. Lake- 


mont Gardens, Winter Park, Florida. 


JOE’S BULLETIN tells you where ‘you can buy seed, 
bulbs, plants at half of customary catalog prices. Two 
years $1. Sample copy free. 1854 24th Avenue North, 
Seattle, Washington. 

GLADS FROM HOLLAND. If you are interested in the 
best and most meritorious gladioli please ask for our list 
with prices. J. HEEMKERK, c/o P. VAN DEURSEN, 
Sassenheim, Holland. 

NEW ENGLAND BULB CO. Box 
Conn. Holland Imported Tulips, Hyacinths, Daffodils 
and other small Bulbs. Special Mixed Tulips 5” circ. 
every bulb a different variety. 50 for $4.50, 100 for $8.00. 





743, New London, 








Butterflies 
BUTTERFLIES—For the unusual flower arrangement, 
beautify your flower center pieces, corsages, ete. by 


pinning or gluing real natural butterflies. Tropical butter- 
flies, brilliant speciments from Asia. Delivery guaranteed 
mapa — . $5.00 for 50. AMERICAN BUTTER- 

YER. | 706 Rosedale Road, Baltimore 15, Maryland. 





Business Opportunities 


FABULOUS EARNINGS—Fascinating pastime growing 
yenuine, living miniature (Ming) Trees. New sensational 





Business or Hobby. Astounding information FREE. 
DWARF GARDENS, Box 355R, Briggs Station, Los 
Angeles 48, Calif. 


FREE Illustrated Booklet on “505 Odd, Successful Busi- 


nesses."’ Work at home. $250 week reported. Expect 
something Odd! PACIFIC 5, Oceanside, Calif. 
Carnations 
HARDY GARDEN CARNATIONS: Special Florist 
Strain. Nice gorgeous color assortment. 25 for $2.00 
postpaid. WISEHART NURSERY, Dept. 10, Frankfort, 
Ohio. 
Cacti & Succulents 

CACTUS-SUCCULENTS: Twenty named varieties—$1.00 


Illustrated Handbook 50¢. 
SUCCULENT CLUB, 14286 Polk 
California. 


including year membership. 
NATIONAL CACTUS 
Street, San Fernando. 


Chrysanthemums 


FIELD GROWN ROOT CLUMPS 
labeled. Order Now! 10 different $3 


HART NU RSERY, Dept. 10, Frankfort, Ohio. 


GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUMS—Five different $1.00, 
25 different $5.00 add postage; send stamps for descriptive 
folder listing the 100 best varieties. HAV’ALOOK GAR 
PENS, Fowlerville, Michigan. 


Garden Varieties. All 
95 postpaid. WISE- 


Corsage Materials 


COMPLETE CORSAGE MAKER KIT $4.95. Instruc- 
tions alone $1.00. Junior Kit including only instructions, 


wire, floratape $3.00. Postpaid Friends will envy your 
corsages. McINNES FLOWER SHOP, Monticello, 
Illinois 

UNUSUAL FLOWER MATERIALS. 45 page illustrated 


FLORIDA SUPPLY HOUSE, 


wholesale catalogue 10¢. 
INC., Bradenton, Fla. 
SEA SHELL FLOWER VASES, 


hanging baskets im- 


ported shells for flower arrangements. Wholesale cata- 
logue 10¢. FLORIDA SUPPLY HOUSE, INC., Braden- 
ton, Fla. 


FLORIST TYPE CORSAGES: 
make professional corsages of 
xardenias, fuchsias, ete. Cx 


Lesson +1 shows how to 
chrysanthemums, roses, 
ynplete instructions, diagrams, 


drawings, photos—-$1.00. Lesson 22, Winter corsages of 
dried flowers, pods, artificial fruits, ete. Instructions 
diagrams, photos—-$1.00 Corsage Kit containing wire, 
tape, collars, stems, ribbons, holders, chatalaine cord, 


=2 (specify which wanted) $3.00. 
INC., Box 386 FC, Pacific Pali 


etc., Dlus Lesson #1 or 
FLOWER SCHOOLS, 
sades, Calif, 








SPECIAL OF F ER ena “+ — 











Surprise yourself and friends. Try PLANT MARVEL 
at our risk. See African Violets Bloom. We guar- 
antee stronger roots—heaithier foliage and bloom on 
all potted — as well as garden shrubs, roses 
and vines. USED and APPROVED by AGRICUL- 
| TURAL COLLEG: ES and 'N SITIES 
This AD Worth 25¢ MONEY BACK yn apg gy = 
| Don’t waste money on other plant foods. PLA 
| MARVEL has everything—does everything for Pt 
| 
| 






plants growing in water, sand or soil Send only 
$1. with this ad for $1.25 Can (makes 250 gals 
Try it! If not delighted after trial, return balance 
for full refund. 

FREE—Handy measure and 
African Violets with order! 


Offer Limited! Order NOW! Today. 
PLANT MARVEL LABORATORIES 


12050 Parnell Ave., Dept. FG-1 
Chicago 128, Ill. 


booklet on , Growing 




























Gain a Season—Plant Nursery Stock 
this Fall.—Our 60 page Catalog illus- 
trates, describes complete line of Fruit, 
Nut, Shade Trees; Berry Plants; Flow 
ering Shrubs; Evergreens. One of 
America’s leading Nurseries. Write to- 
day for your free copy. 
Bountiful Ridge Nurseries 
3ox M-111 Princess Anne, Md. 











HARROLD’S PEDIGREED 


SEEDS and PLANTS 


WRITE FOR 
CATALOGUE 










Box 29-F 
GRANTS PASS 
OREGON 


Gloxinia v2 
BULBS 
; Beautiful Pot Plants 25¢ 


Gorgeous, easy to grow house Postpaid 

Plants, 3” to 4” flowers, last with big, 

for months, Exquisite mixed Seed and 

colors. Send only 25c for 2; Nursery 

50c for 4; $1 for 8. Order now. Book 

R. H. SHUMWAY, SEEDSMAN 
o + 269 ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 


énrictly LILIES 














Get the world’s most complete lily 
catalog! Illustrated in color. Send 
25¢ (coin) for your copy TODAY. 


ROMAINE B. WARE cas or 
ROSE GUIDE 





NOW. The 


guide 


your Fall 
STAR ROSE 


to the best 


Pian planting of 
CATALOG is a dependable 
varieties in each class, includes new 


introductions and All-America Rose Selections 


Accurate descriptions and full color illustra 
tions enable you to make selections safely. ALL 
STAR 


roses 


ST: ROSES ARE GUARANTEED TO 
BLOOM 


THE CONARD-PYLE CO. 


Robert Pyle, Pres. West Grove 411, Pa. 








BE A FLORIST 


Big demand for trained florists, 
designers. Earn excellent salary 
or open your own shop. Study at 
home. Sample lesson: “‘How to 
Make 15 Corsages” $1.00 
Or send for FREE information. 


INC. 
Calif. 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, 
Box 386-F Pacific Palisades, 








ST. AUGUSTINE GRASS 


@ padded heavy 








Makes the world’s most beautiful lawn, 


| carpet, green year round. Thrives in dense shade as 
well as sun. It pushes all other grass and weeds out. 
Requires little mowing. You stick the twigs among 
other grass and weeds and it spreads fast. It will sur- 
vive freezing weather. Now is time to plant. 1 Bu. 
plants about 400 Sq. ft., twigs 8 inches apart. Order 
now. $3.00 per bushel 


NATIONAL NURSERIES, Dept. FG, Biloxi, Miss. 


| Free Colorful catalog on Camellias and Azales 











The World’s Finest Roses 


ARE GROWN BY 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 


World’s Largest Rose Growers 
NEWARK NEW YORK 














DEGRAAFF LILIES 


illustrated in full color and described in our bro- 


chure. New LOW PRICES for hardy disease-free 
bulbs. There is still time to plant for flowers next 
summer. Send for a copy now. IT’S F 


Vali are fara 


Box 38-F BORING, OREGON 








Baby Hollies Postpaid $2.00 
10-16’ Specimens $100-250.00 
Send for free booklet 


HOLLY 
EARLE DILATUSH 


Holly Specialist 
Rt. 25 (Near Trenton) Robbinsville, N. J. 














AFRICAN VIOLETS 


Orchids, Anthuiums, Bulbs, ete., for pots or 
garden, 250 items. Valuable culture advice for 
all. Do your Violets bloom all year? Let us tell 
you how in fall catalog, listing best 1951 
novelties. Price 10¢. By air mail 22¢. Hurry, it 
will soon be too cold to ship. “‘Iris 400°’ price 
list tells how to get profuse bloom. 10¢ please. 


CECIL HOUDYSHEL 
La Verne, Calif. 


our 


Dept. F 








HOWE ARRANGEMENT 






Learn to make Professional sprays, 
wreaths, corsages table arrange- 
ments, om Earn your diploma at 
ho yme nd for FREE _ booklet 

‘OP PORTU NITIES IN FLORIS- 
TRY. Help fill demand for ar- 


rangers and lecturers. 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 


Dept. F-11, 310 S. Robertson Bivd. 
Los Angeles 48, California 








TEXAS 


SPRING 1, 





IRIS SPECIAL 


ACTION FRONT-—Deep Spanish red $1.00 


DAYBREAK—Glorius copper pink 1.00 
GILT EDGE—Sulphur edged gold 75 
MEXICO Red copper blend 1.50 


One each (Value $4.25) $2.00 postpaid 


Send for Free Iris and perennial catalog 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box F-11 Spokane, Wash. 














1% Ibs. makes 450 Ibs. of liquid 
Plant food... ONLY $2.25 postpaid. 
STERN'S NURSERIES, Geneva, N. Y. 









Dahlias 


DOWN THE DAHLIA PATH, includes a : hobby collection 
of finest American and European Cactus, miniatures and 





poms at lower than average prices. Descriptive list. 

MRS. EMELENE M. COLE, 194 North 9th, Coos Bay, 

Qregon. poe — 
~ Delphiniums 


WRITE FOR FREE Delphinium and Hardy Flower 
Catalog and Culture Guide. KLEIN’S GREENHOUSE, 
North Salem, Indiana. 

PACIFIC GIANT HYBRIDS — White, 

Light or Dark Blue. 8 for $1.00 postpaid. 
NURSERY, Dept. 10, Frankfort, Ohio. 


Dried 4 Material 


DRIED MATERIAL $4.00 PER BOX postpaid. Christ- 
mas box-painted and treated material $5.00. Order latter 


Orchid Pink, 
WISEHART 








before Thanksgiving. 310 Hairston Street, Martinsville, 
Va. SP BA at 
Driftwood 
FOR FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS or decorative pieces 
for walls, tables, conversation pieces etc., ‘‘Created by 
Time and Tide’’. Make truly unusual gifts for those who 
appreciate natural beauty. For information § write: 
DRIFTIN’S, LNC., 1101 S.W. Fifth Avenue, Portland 4, 
Oregon. : a: 
Evergreens 


AZALEA AND EVERGREEN SPECIAL 
8-12”, $1.00; 2 Rhododendron Hybrids 5-8” 1.00; 3 
Spreading Yews 8-10”, $1.00; 3 Upright Yew 6-8", $1.00: 


2 Daphne Cneorum 6-8”, $1.00; 3 Green Plume Cypress 


Azalea Mollis 
$ 


10-12”, $1.00. This offer good this fall only. Minimum 
order $3.06. All six collections for $5.00. Send _ for 
catalog. JOHN R. GIRARO EVERGREEN NURSERY, 


1743 W. Prospect Rd., Ashtabula, Ohio. 











Flower Arrangements 





HOME FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS —Interesting, un- 
usual dried desert, mountain flora. Create beautiful, 
attractive arrangements alone or with flowers in your 
home. Send for prices, descriptions. Box 70, Palm 
Springs, Calif. 


____ Geraniums _ 


ZONAL GERANIUMS exclusively. _ Flowering, Fancy- 
Leaved, Dwarf, and Odd. Send 10¢ for catalog de- 
scribing 223 choice varieties: HOLMES C. MILLER, 
250 West _ Portola _A’ Avenue, Los Altos, | California. 


Gladiolus : 


GLADIOLUS—(Baby Glads) Christmas special 25 mixed 
Postpaid in U. S, $5.00. ROBINSON’S GLAD HAVEN, 
Sebastopol, California. 

SAVE MONEY by ordering Gladiolus Bulbs 
Special fall discounts. Postcard brings —_ list. 
E. BEALS, The House of Glads, 3402 Ashman, 
Michigan. 

GRIGSBY’S GLADS ready for Christmas gifts. 10 
varieties bulbs. 30 bulbs for $1.00, 100 for $3.00, 1000 
for $25.00. Write us your needs. Box 273, Inwood, Iowa. 








this fall. 
LEWIS 
Midland, 


Gloxinia _ 


GLOXINIA SEEDS. Fresh cr crop op Buell’s exquisite new 
hybrid strains. Giant flowered, long blooming. Over 50 
different, beautiful color combinations never before avail- 
able. 100 SEED packet 75¢, 200 SEED packet $1.00, 
400 SEED packet $1.75. All prepaid. Shipped promptly. 
Easy to follow cultural instructions included. Write for 
special Gloxinia folder *G-500, listing plants, imported 
novelty Gloxinias, new introductions, tubers, potting soil, 
unusual pottery, ete. THE BARNES IMPORTERS, 
East Aurora 5, New York. 


Hemerocallis-Daylilies 


DAYLILIES— Surely you'll want our catalog in natural 
colors from the largest grower in America. It’s yours, it’s 
free! See our display ad in other parts of this magazine. 
RUSSELL GARDE NS, Box C, Spring, Texas. 


Herbs 


and flavor. Five different plants 
Five different fragrant Thymes 
folder. HAV’ALOOK 








HERBS -For fragrance 
including Rosemary $1.50; 
$1.50. Send dime for de — 
GARDENS, Fowlerville, Mich. 


House Plonts 


UNUSUAL HOUSE PLANTS—Scented-leaf Geraniums, 
Fancy leaf Geraniums; Begonias; Impatiens; Five dif- 
ferent, any group $1.50. Add 25¢ postage. Send dime 
for descriptive list. HAV’ALOOK GARDENS, Fowler- 
ville, Mich. 





Holly for Christmas Gifts 


CHOICE SPRAYS WITH RED BERRIES, gree green prickly 
leaves. Box size 28 x 11 x 5 containing 3% Ibs. net $3.2: 
the 2% Ibs. size $2.50. Mailed special delivery, pr 
direct to recipients, order before Dec. Ist. STANGEL’S § 
HOLLY, Sherwood, Oregon. 





oe 


LOUISIANA IRIS. Assorted colors.’ 10 for $1.00; 25 
for $2.00. Free catalog. EDMOND RIGGS, St. Martin 
ville, La 

FALL BLOOMING IiRIS. Ten all different. Labeled. 
$2.00 postpaid Blooms both spring and fall. WISE- 
HART NURSERY, Dept. 10, Frankfort, Ohio. 


Ivies 


35¢ BRINGS 8 INCH AND OVER IVY PLANT, free gift 
and catalogue. Order today from WILLAMINA FLORAL 
CoO., P. O. Box 311, Willamina, Oregon. 

HARDY VARIETIES FOR LANDSCAPING $25.00 
hundred. Novelty varieties—$3.00 dozen. Planters: 
Madonna-% Philodendron $3.00. Dainty vase, 2° Rosary 
vines $1.00. Blackcat, Ole Nag, Scotty, Porky Pig with 
Cactus $1.00 each. Any 3 $1.00 items $2.75. 25¢ postage 
under $3.00. WILSONS, 943. Greenwood Northeast, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 


Ivy and Philodendron Plant Food 


ROIGINA IVY AND PHILODENDRON PLANT FOOD— 
in capsule form—made especially for Ivy, Philodendron, 
and all foliage plants. 54 capsules $1.00 prepaid. At 
your dealer, or send check or money order to ROIGINA 
PRODUCTS, Box 345, Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Kodachrome Slide Programs 


OVER FIFTY rental sets Roses, Iris, Daylilies, Glad- 
iolus, Gardens, Arrangements, etc., for clubs, churches. 
PHILIP CORLI ISS, Box 68, Somerton, Arizona. 


Kodachrome Slides 


SET OF 12 NATURAL COLOR SLIDES. 
beautiful flowers showing them in detail. Your choice of 
sets of roses, fuchsias, iris, chrysanthemums, dahlias, 
tulips, rhododendrons, camellias, begonias, orchids, lilies, 
tree blossoms, wild and alpine flowers. Set of 12 only 
$5.00. GEORGE J. FARNHAM, 2225 Colorado Avenue, 
Santa Monica, California. 





Close-ups" of 








Landscape Plans 
LANDSCAPE PLANS. Beautify your yard, three suitable 
plans $5. 00. LANDSCAPE SERVICE, 4434 Travis St., 
Dalias 5, _ Texas. 


Lilies 


liberal me ey reasonable 
»; Daffodils, 





priced; May- 
Narcissus jumbo 


DAYLILIES: 
field Giant daisies, 12 


bulbs. Free catalog. HU NT GARDE NS, Ozark, Alabama. 
Magazines 

RAINBOW’S END, delightfully different garden maga- 
zine. Monthly. 50¢ per year. Sample 10¢. C. W. WOOD 
Copemish 10, Michigan. 

FLOWER MAGAZINE-gardening, nature, birds, ex- 
changes, many bargain ads. Year $1.00, 3 months 25¢. 
GARDEN G LE ANINGS, Box A, Baroda, Michigan. 


Miscellaneous 
OUTDOOR TOILETS CLEANED, DEODORIZED! Amaz- 





ing powder saves digging, pumping, moving. Safe, in- 
expensive. Send postcard for FREE details. WILMETTE 
FARM SUPPLY, Dept. 70, Wilmette, Illinois. 





OUTDOOR TOILETS, CESSPOOLS, SEPTIC TANKS 
cleaned, deodorized with amazing new product. Just 
mix dry powder with water; pour into toilet. Safe, no 
poisons. Save digging, pumping costs. Postcard brings 
free details. BURSON LABORATORIES, Dept. C-19, 
Chicago 22, Illinois. 

DON’T FEED ENGLISH SPARROWS. 
trap and catch thousands. Write for 
VAIL, LaGrange 3, Indiana. 


LETTER PAPER WITH PEN AND INK SKETCH of 


Make 
details. 


your own 
ROY 


your own house, doorway or other subject. Fine for per 
sonal use or Christmas gifts. Also photographic and 
other custom-made Christmas ecards. TIFFT, 21 Tiff 

Road, Dover, N. H 

PECANS. Large selected pave ‘r shells. Delivered 3 Ibs 

$1.75, 5 Ibs. $2.85, 10 Ths. $5.50. BREWTON & STYLES 
PECAN CO, Claxton, Ga. 

FRUIT CAKE. World famous since 1910. Delivered 
Christmas wrapped. 3 Ibs. $3.75, 5 Ibs. $6.00. Guaran 
teed delicious. BREWTON & STYLES PECAN C0 
Claxton. Ga. 

SEASHELL OF THE MONTH CLUB. Join anytime 
$15.00 yearly, thoughtful Christmas gift for invalids 

shut-ins, institutions, schools. One lovely shell a mont 

with story—prepaid. LESLIE SHELLEY ‘She Sell: 
Sea Shells’’, 2618 Oahu Ave., Honolulu, T. H. 


FERTO-POT made ¢ of Cow Manure; plant eats pot. 10 
2” $2.75; 100—2%” $3.25; 100—3” $4. 00. Prepaid. Bulk 
prices $18.00 per 1000 up. Booklet free. ALLEN CO., 
Pittstown 12, N. J. 





samneaee Stock 





FREE a tos CATALOG—32 pages full color, showing 
452 All-America winners and 140 varieties of rose garden 
sa eli ARP ROSES, INC., P.O. Box 178-R, Tyl 
a eee eee 
Orchids 
ORCHIDS FOR YOUR HOME. Order one of our larg: 
fully mature Nun’s Orchid plants and have twelve .or 


more four inch orchids this winter. Gorgeous gifts, ea 
as Geraniums. Four Dollars with order. Also glamorous, 
exotic Gloriosas, four tubers for Two Dollars. We pay 
delivery costs. CHARMAINE GARDENS, 301 Allamanda, 
Lakeland, Florida. 


WINTER BLOOMING ORCHID PLANTS $8.50. Hus 
flowers. Growing Instructions, price list Free. SAMUEL 
PRESNER, 6500 S. W. 14th Street, West Miami, Florida 


(Dept. FG) 


GROWING REAL ORCHIDS easy as African violets. In- 
structions free Plants $5 up. C. M. KILIAN (FG), 
210 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham 9, Ala. 


Orchid Plants 


SWAN ORCHID (Cyenoches Chlorochilor) 4 to 5 ir 
fragrant, Chartreuse flowers, blooming at Christmas til 
BUTTERFLY ORCHID (Oncidium Papilio) 3 to 5 inch 
Chestnut-red flowers, with vellow stripes. Canary yel 
lip. Blooms all year ‘round. Guaranteed quality plant 
in Cypress baskets--$6.00 each Prepaid. Or, Both f 
$10.00 Prepaid Simple instructions included. NEW 
WORLD [IMPORT EXPORT CO., P.O. Box 3002, Miar 
Florida 





Organic Plant Food and _lavigorater 
USE CAST-ERTH. 


ing’’ look, new brilliance 
One jar only $.49, 
PRODUCTS, 


Watch plants take on ‘‘zest for 
and richness! Thrilling results! 
= mailing and postage $.21. E & W 
tox 65, Wauregan, Conn 


Pansies 
BUTTERFLY HYBRID PANSIES. 


Sensational col 


Largest Bloom Postpaid. 20 for $1.00; 100 for §$ 
WISEHART NURSERY, Dept. 10, Frankfort, Ohio 
GIANT RUFFLED PANSIES Set them now ( 
sturdy plants will withstand the winter with little or 
protection. Amazingly large blooms in wide range 
colors. They are prize winners We make prompt 
ment. Minimum order 100 plants $3.00 $25.00 
thousand SAM ALLTON PANSY F ARM, Box 
Jenks, Oklahoma 


SWISS GIANT MIXED COLOR PANSY PLANTS: 
and well rooted. Postpaid $2.00 per 100. Sorry no €.0.!) 
GINN’S PANSY GARDEN, Tyler, Texas, Route 
Box 85. : 
STEELE’S JUMBO MIXED, the largest flowering Par 
great color range; also Steele’s Butterfly Hybrids, in 





believably ruffled, fluted flowers, very good for cutt 
All plants blooming size. Postpaid 50 plants $3.00 } 
plants $5.75. PLAIN CITY GREENHOUSES, I! 2 
City, Ohio, 





fo 


PO! 


$1.0 
PH) 


LIVE 
Is ine! 
SERIE 
TREES 


POWE 


25° post 


Nakuina 








BIGGER PEONIES: Large list of 








Personalized Gifts 
GIVE SOMETHING DIFFERENT, DISTINCTIVE. Write 
for descriptive literature showing dozens of unique per- 
sonalized gifts. Postal will do. MARIE’S GIFTS, 
4 Schenck Court, (Suite_ 301), Brooklyn Se mu. Ee 








Peonies 

varieties to choose 
Price list on request. MYRON D. BIGGER, 

F, 1147 Oakland / Ave., _Topeka, Kansas. : 


Plants 


FIELD GROWN PLANTS per 100. Swiss Giant 
mixed color, $2.00; Myosotis Alpestris blue, $10.00; Da 
Alaska, Conqueror and Double White, $10.00. Billis, 
English Daisy mixed color, $5.00. Painted Daisy, Candy- 
tuft white, $10.00 (large 25¢ each). Carnation, Grenidin 
mixed, $10.00. Sweet William, mixed (dwarf), $10.00. 
Dianthus, Alwordi Alpinus, $5.00. Send for price list on 
other flowers. TREXLER’S NURSERY, Seaford, Virginia. 
RABBITS FOOT FERNS—$1.00; Star of Bethlehem- 
Campanula Isophylla, blue or white $1.00; Calla Be- 
gonias $1.00; Angel Wing Begonia $1.00. All from 3 
inch pots Many other Begonias. Catalog 10¢. Include 
postage. VILLAGE FARM GREENHOUSE, Route 111, 
E _Pepperell. > Mass. 


from. 
Dept. 





Pansy 
Daisy, 


Poinsettia 


POINSETTIA POTTED PLANTS Christmas time bioom- 
ers the Blessed Night and the Triple Fireball, 1 plant 
$1.00, 3 plants $2.00 postpaid. Cultural directions. 
P 7HIL i ATE, Kissimmee 10, Florida. 


Primroses 
FOR THE SWEETEST OF SPRINGS, Barnhaven Prim- 


roses—-hardy, silver-dollar size, countless fresh tints and 
sparkling shades. Plants and transplants, fall and spring 
delivery depending upon locality. Write for uniquely 
styled catalog illustrating these and other new origina- 
tions and favorite old _ primroses. BARNHAVEN, 
iresham, Oregon. 


rary iiallies 7 
PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write 
pri¢es to THE HORNER PRESS, PO Box 835, 
ie 1, Co., Pennsylvania. 


for 1951 
Rutledge, 





Ranunculus us Bulbs 


RAINBOW RANUNCULUS from California. Plant Bulbs 
now for spring bloom. 500 Flowers from 100 Bulbs, all 


for $1.00 “ao FRASER AND SON, 1000 E. 
olorado St., Pasade na, California. 

Roses _ 
ROSE BUSHES—AIl Best Vastotien, Guaranteed. Free 
olor Catalog showing Care and Culture. ‘LUNG 


BROS. Box 275-H, Tyler, 
Texas. 
ROSEBUSHES—2 Yr. Top Grade. Patented, Old- 
ashioned and standard varieties. Guaranteed true to 
label. Folder in color free. ROSEMONT NURSERIES, 
Dept. F., Box 839, Tyler, Texas. 
NOT “JUST ANOTHER ROSE CATALOG.” Our 1952 
brochure, ‘““ROSES OF YESTERDAY AND TODAY” has 
wn to 100 handsomely printed pages, describing 400 
the world’s most beautiful roses, old-fashioned and 
odern, Contains many rare and hard-to-find varieties 
Sent immediately for 35¢ coin preferred, deductible from 
se order. LESTER AND TILLOTSON ROSE GAR- 
DENS, F-3, Watsonville, California. 


Seeds 
HIMALAYAN FLOWER SEED COLLECTIONS for $1.00, 


ROSE NURSERY, Route 5, 


Sest 


2.00, $4.00. Also Orchid plants, Liliums. Ask for cata- 
ues. GHOSE & CO., Town-end, Darjeeling, India. 
Trees 
LIVE OAKS. Beautiful Dark Evergreen Shade Trees. 
Is inches tall. 12 for $5.00 Postpaid. MODEL NUR- 

SERIES, 221 Elizabeth Ave., Lafayette, La. 
TREES Ash, Chinese Elm, Caragana. Sturdy trees, 
6 inches. $1.00 each. Three for $2.50 Postpaid. 


P OWELL GARDENS, Idaho. 


Trees & Shrubs 
FIFTEEN SHADE TREES AND FLOWERING SHRUBS. 


Eight species. Large, strong, hardy. $5.00 postpaid. 
M4 ler now. List tree. TUSCARORA NU RSERY, Blain 2, 


_Dubois, 


‘Tulips ; 


SPECIAL—100 
$5.00 Postpaid. 
NURSERY, 


Rainbow Mixture Darwin at oe 
Free Holland Bulb Catalog. RA ALL 
Dept. FG, 18572 Patton, Detroit io io 


Tropical Plants 


A BIT OF OLD HAWAII... CREAM YELLOW GINGER 
‘otic fragrance), CANTON GINGER (For preserving 


and candying), KAHILI GINGER (Spectacular), Rhi- 
zines, $2.00 each. SPECIAL-WHITE GINGER, $1.00 
. BANANA ROOTS, $3.00 each. TROPIC GAR 
DUNS, P. O. Box 344, Beverly Hills, Calif. 
OLIWA-KU-KAHAKAI—Hawaiian oddity. Leaf pro- 


: Indoors or outdoors 
Airmailed on Hawaiian souvenir card with 


Cuces plants without soil or water. 
25° postpaid. 









m-tructions. POLYNESIAN PLANTS, Dept. 111, 1244 
Nakuina Street, Honolulu 17, Hawaii. 

ss Vermiculite 

TERRA-LITE brand vermiculite—at your local garden 
Supply dealer. Approximate prices: 4 cu. ft. bag, $2.25; 
2 bushel bag, $1.85; % bushel, 5: 4 qt. bag, .39. For 
n of dealer nearest you, and FREE literature, write 
TERRA-LITE DIVISION, Zonolite Company, 135 8. 
Lasalle Street, Chicago 3, IL. 

Violets 

§ ELK—FRAGRANT PURPLE, 3 Red American, 2 ‘De- 
Pa‘me—Double blue very fragrant. $3.00 postpaid. 


HAPPY VALLEY VIOLET FARM, 
Rd. Rt. 2F, Santa Cruz, Calif. 


Wild <a 


4150 Old San Jose 





NATIVE WILDFLOWERS: Rhododendrons, azaleas, 
*vergreens, shrubs, trees, perennials, orchids, ferns, 
THREE LAURELS, Marshall, 


xe ‘. Free catalogue. 





s 


| 





or M. O.’s 


Owen Nursery, Bloomington, Ill., Dept. 802 


Name 


Address 


You never 
grow anywhere for anybody—and it is simply beautiful after 
it gets a good start. Grows vine-like very rapidly. May get to 
be a yard long. Amazing leaves are burgundy red on one side 

-glossy green on the other. Red stems. A nicé way to plant is 
3 in a big pot with a piece of wood stuck in center for vines 
to grow around. We will send you 2 well-rooted plants for 
$1 or 1 for 59¢. We pay postage on cash orders. 





ever saw! 


saw 


Special - by- Mail — Introductory Offer 


EW “RED” IVY 


The most different and most 
beautiful house plant you 
EASY TO GROW. 


39° 


it before—a brand new development. Will 


Cash, checks 


; accepted. You pay postal charges on C.O.D. orders. 


Our money-back guarantee: return 
for cheerful refund at once if not 
pleased. To order, clip this and use 
easy order blank. GIVEN: with $1] 
early orders one of our rare two-tone 
“white frost” philodendrons. 











Once a year there comes a 
time when gardeners can 
give to their friends the truly 
lasting gift. . 


.... the gardening pleasure 
for many seasons’ which 
comes with a gift subscrip- 
tion to Flower Grower 


It is a personal thing, the 
gift of happier gardening. 
Only you, a gardener who 
knows what Flower Grower 
means each month, can choose 
this gift for the right friends. 
And only you can select those 
garden lovers who will enjoy 
it the most and use it the 
most. 


Why don’t you, right now 
while you’re thinking of 
Christmas happiness, write 
down their names and send 
them to Flower Grower’s 


CHRISTMAS GIFT 
DEPARTMENT 


> 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT 


RATES 
First subscription .....$3 
Second 2 ~=total $5.00 
Third 2 = 7.00 
Fourth 2 = 9.00 


A friendly Christmas gift announce- 
ment card will be sent to each friend, 
signed with your name. 


THE GIFT OF GARDENING PLEASURE 


Flower Grower 
Christmas Gift Department 
Albany 1, N 


Here are the names of gardening friends | have 
chosen. Please send them Flower Grower as an all- 
year gift, and sign my name to the gift card. 


Friend’s name 


Address 


Town State 


Friend’s name 


Address 


Town Zone State 


Friend’s name 


Address 


Town Zone State 


Friend’s name 


Address 


Town 


YOUR NAME 


Address 


Town State 


| enclose $3 for the first subscription, and $2 for 
each additional subscription. Include my subscription 
as one at these special Christmas rates ( ) New 


( ) or Renewal ( ) 


PAS AAA IA IAA A SA SA A SA ID DS IS SSD ID SSD SD ISD SS SS IS SD oT 





























HEAVY BEARING, FAST GROWING 


BLUEBERRIES 


Certified, early, mid- 
season, ‘late varie- 
ties. FREE LITER- 
ATURE. Whole- 
salers, write for 
prices. 





153 Chew Rd. Hammonton, N. J. Largest in N.J. 








ROTARY TRACTOR( / AMERICA’S 


° ' i 

e ONLY Trocjor with ase MOST 
Geo ti t 4 

© Perfect for All Gardening & VERSATILE 
Field Jobs! 7% GARDEN 


© FREE illustrated Folder on Re 
quest shows how you can pro 
duce more with CULTILLER! 
New Brunswick, N. J 


CULTILLER CO., Dept. F.) 








HOUSE PLANTS 
of DISTINCTION 


Catalog 25c.—lIllustrating many _ exotic 
tropical plants ideal for home decorations. 


SHAFFER NURSERIES 
Route 2, 295F Clearwater, Fila. 




















Steele’s mastodon Jumbos, Strong 
healthy Plants. Wide range of the 
richest vivid colors. Plants guaran- 
teed. 37 yrs. of Pansy Specializing. 
Send now for FREE price list. 
HILL TOP GARDENS, Box F, Purcellville, Va. 


WINTER WINDOWS 


Brighten them with new house plants: 
Jacinths, Ifafa Lilies, Azaleas, Cyclamen, 
Rare Begonias, Easy Orchids. 


Illustrated catalogs on request. 


REX. D. PEARCE 


Moorestown, N. J. 











Dept. Z 








MFOLDER DESCRIBING 
i ny THE SPRINKLER 
| of SPRINKLERS 


Water falls like rain on rectangular areas 
of 1200 to 1800 sq. ft. No overlapping. 
Travels back and forth. Quickly adjust- 
able to trip at desired line. Hydraulic 
motor. For perfect sprinkler satisfaction, 
write for folder, NOW! 

MARCH AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION CO. 
BOX 218-r MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN 


FREE “HOW TO ADD $1000 TO 
THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
Make your home and grounds worth much more money 
. - With just a FEW dollars worth of trees and shrubs! 
Send for FREE Home Landscaping Book and new Color- 


photo Catalog of Fruit Trees, Shade Trees, Shrubs, Roses. 
Mail this ‘‘ad’’ with your name and address to 


STARK BRO’S Nurseries & Orchards Co., 
Box 752, Town of Louisiana, MISSOURI 











ROOT YOUR OWN CUTTINGS IN 
SAND 


in a box, greenhouse, or Hotbed. Scientific instructions 
copyrighted, $1.00. It is easy, in an amazingly short 
time, to root cuttings of Camellias, Azaleas, Gardenias, 
Roses, Evergreens, and other plants, in sand, any time 
of the year, with our instructions. This information costs 
us thousands of dollars, and years of experience, and 
costs you only $1.00. Postpaid. 

National Nurseries Dept. FG, Biloxi, Mississippi 

Free catalog on Camellias, Azaleas, Gardenias 








Things Out-of-the-Ordinary 


Conducted by C. W. Wood 





Lewisia Rediviva 


@ Gardeners who are on the lookout 
for something unusual for the rock gar- 
den will do well to remember Lewisia 
rediviva, which is perhaps better known 
by the name “bitter-root.” This is one 
of the deciduous species which thrives 
in the sun. The dainty rose pink or white 
flowers are borne on scapes early in the 
spring. During the summer the leaves 
mature while the roots are dormant. 
August is thus the most favorable time to 
transplant bitter-root. This plant is car- 
ried by Rex D. Pearce, Moorestown, 
N. J. The long, fleshy leaves are about 
an inch in length. The thick, starchy 
roots are said to be edible. 

For best scenic effect, plant bitter- 
root in groups rather than singly. This 
plant may be propagated by seed or by 
division of roots in spring. You will find 
that storing of the seeds at a low tempera- 
ture for a few weeks will hasten germi- 
nation. 


Pansies for Cutting 


@ Whether from long habit or other- 
wise I know not, but gardeners are in- 
clined to look upon pansies almost ex- 
clusively as bedding plants. They are, 
however, splendid cutting flowers for 
low bowls or shallow containers. This is 
especially so since the advent of modern 
strains such as Pitzonka’s special cut- 
flower mixture of pansies. You'll decide 
the same thing for yourself if you send 
for their fall pansy catalogue. Write to 
Pitzonka’s Pansy Farm, Box 1100, 
Bristol, Pa. The cut-flower mixture 
offers large-sized flowers and sparkling, 
clear-cut colors. This month is a good 
time to buy your pansy plants for next 
spring, so as to be assured of a long 
season of production. Pitzonka’s Pansy 
Farm specializes in pansies but also offers 
a choice of other material including rock 
plants and perennials. 
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Begonia Orange Rubra 


® Busy folk often prefer the more ami- 
able fibrous-rooted begonias. These are 
becoming available in more and more 
colors and forms. A new begonia called 
Orange Rubra, a dichroa and Coral 
rubra hybrid from Fairyland (Leslie 
Woodriff, Harbor, Oregon), is reported 
to add new charm to this section. The 
lovely orange-colored flowers are borne 
in showy clusters and in such plenty 
that it may truly be called “profusely 
blooming.” Although rather tall-grow- 
ing, it seems to stand erect without stak- 
ing at least this was the case in the 
specimen I saw, and takes up less room 
in the window garden than some kinds 
of much lower stature. 


Geranium Southernwood 


® Recently I admired a scented gera- 
nium, Southernwood, in the window gar- 
den of a friend. Its woody stems are 


clothed in small, much-cut gray leaves 
which have the pleasing fragrance of the 
artemisia known as southernwood. It is 
apparently easy to grow. This plant came 
from Merry Garden Nurseries, 
ton Road, Camden, Maine. 


1 Simon- 





Soil Test Kit 


elf you’re collecting ideas for gifts 
for the dirt gardeners on your Christmas 
list, be sure to note this cellophane- 
wrapped soil test kit developed by the 
Sudbury Laboratory, South Sudbury. 
Mass. To use the kit, you need not have 
a knowledge of chemistry. Anyone can 
easily determine what is lacking in his 
soil by testing for acidity, nitrogen, phos- 
phorus and potash. You'll find it as 
simple as reading a thermometer. The 
active gardener will want to take advan- 
tage of the easy refills, too, which are 
readily available. 


Flower Grower @ November, 1951 
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Diaby blue Eyes’ 


MIRACLE SKIN DOLL 


with Unbreakable 
Plastic Head 





SHE SLEEPS! 
SHE CRIES! 
SHE SITS UP! 


Included! 
VANITY SET, CURLERS 
and Hair Style Booklet 


Brush, comb, mirror and curlers 
that will give hours of fascinating, 
creative and instructive play to 
any lucky little girl. 


look at These Features: wa 


? a P . 

“Baty Blue é yes is 19 inches tall, the size of a 
real baby. She has rosy cheeks, cute Cupid’s bow 
mouth and real eyelashes cver big beautiful blue eyes. 
Arms, legs andhead are movable so she can sit up and 
assume life-like poses...and even call her mommy. 

»ARAN MAGIC HAIR. Her soft shimmering hair is 
miracle Saran— made to shampoo, curl, braid and 
comb into any style. Lifelike color doesn't 
wash out. 

HE SLEEPS. Her lovely eyes close when she 
lies down. Her plump angelic face and ‘‘real- 
life’’ looking Saran hair will thrill any little girl 
»HE CRIES. Bend her and she cries just like 
a real baby who wants her mommy. 

9FT SKIN FEELS REAL Miracle Skin latex is soft to 
touc h and ¢ easy to clean—just wipe with a damp cloth. 

YBREAKABLE PLASTIC HEAD. “Baby Blue Eyes” 
head is sie astic so it won't break. Same type of head 
used on dolls a" $25.00 and more. 

USTOM WARDROBE. ‘‘Baby Blue Eyes”’ is all dressed 4 
up in a sian ichemedl flared ninon or organdy dress, 
rubber panties, — — and booties. 

\MAZINGLY LIFE-LIKE! So perfectly molded that her 
hands and feet are life. like Arms and legs are enchant- 
ingly dimpled. 


She’s like a REAL baby—She’s a REAL bargain! 


Niresk, Dept. DA- 296 
1474 w. Hubbard S?., 

Rush amazing “Baby Bly 
Miracle Skin, Vanity Set, 
at the special price of $5 






Chicago 22, Il. 
e Eyes” doll with Saran hair and 
— and Hair Style Booklet 
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OFFERS! 





Fluffy Ruffles 


improved 


Ruffled 
Exquisite 





World Famous for 
Beauty, Quality and 
Exquisite Fragrance 


Truly giant flowers, 
gorgeous colors, ex- 
tra long stems, most- 
ly four flowers to the 
stem. All grown on 
Burpee’s own Flora- } 
dale Farms, pioneer 
seed farms in finest 
Sweet Pea seed grow- 
ing area in the world. 








Bonnie Ruffles 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. Philadelphia 32, Pa. 


293 Burpee Building Clinton, lowa 
Riverside, California 





Send postpaid the Burpee Sweet Pea Seeds checked: 
C] No. 7376—Giant Ruffled No. 3601—Novelty Mix- 
6 Packets, 6 Colors $1 ture, | Ounce $i 
No. 3598—Giant Ruffled [ No. 3601—Novelty Mix- 
Mixed. Ounce $1 ture, ', Pound $3.75 
No. 3598—Giant Ruffled No. 7366 — Heat-Resist- 
Mixed, ', pound $3.75 ant, 6 Pkts.. 6 Colors $1 
No. 7632—Giant Waved, No. 3483 — Heat-Resist- : 
6 Half Ozs.. 6 Colors $2 ant, Mixed. | Oz. $1.25 Enclosed 
No. 7631—Giant Waved No. 3483— Heat-Resist- ‘8 
6 Packets. 6 Colors 25¢ ant Mixed, ', Ib. $4.25 $ 


Nan 


Address 
give postal zone No.) 


If your city is zoned, please 
(0 Send Burpee 1952 Seed Catalog FREE 


Ruffled 

Crimson New HEAT-RESISTANTS 

The Sweet Peas you’ve been hearing about, for succes 
where too hot for others, blooming 10 days earlie? 
Blue, lavender, pink, rose, scarlet, and white. 
You’ll have plenty of long-stemmed blooms. 
6 Pkts. (a 25¢-Pkt. of each color, value $1.50) for 


All colors mixed. Ounce $1.25; % Lb. $4.25 


1952 Seed Catalog Pr 
Seed Catalogs will be scarce because Burpee 5, ody 


of the paper shortage; if you did not 
get seeds from us this year, write today to be 
sure to have this leading American Seed Catalog. 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. Je 


293 Burpee Building 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. o7 Clinton, lowa 07 Riverside, California 


Plant This Fall ! 


Have vou tried fall planting to groi 
earlier. larger. more abundant Swee 
Peas? The soil is now mellow. easy t 
dig. Youll avoid the risk of plantin; 
delays from bad weather next spring 
Free directions sent with vour seeds 


Burpee 
GIANT RUFFLED 


weet MCUs 


All 6 Colors Pictured 


The Aristocrat of Sweet Peas 10st 
beautiful! You may have a 25¢-Pkt. of 
each of these favorite Giant Ruffled 
Sweet Peas at this special price. S 
deeply ruffled, each flower seems double! 


Six Best Colors “ 
| 








Six 25¢-Pkts., 1 of each 
All 6 (value $1.50) for 


All Colors Mixed 


For those who do not plant each co! 
or separately, this splendid Giant 
Ruffled mixture contains these | 
colors and many more, for 
a veritable rainbow! 1 oz. 
— will sow a row 25 ft. long. 
OUNCE 
% Lb. $3.75 


GIANT WAVED 


(Spencers) | 
6 Popular Colors 


The standard by which Sweet Peas are 
judged round the world — and Burpee’s 
Giant Spencers are unsurpassed. 6 dis- 
tinctive colors priced so low 
everyone can enjoy them! Scar- 
let, rose, lavender, salmon-pink, 
blue and white. 6 HALF OUNCES 

Y2 oz. of each color (value. $3.00) 


6 Packets, 1 of each color 
Value $1.00 for only . . . ‘25+ 


Novelty Mixture 
















All finest, newer Giant Sweet Peas 

in a perfectly balanced blend of S 

colors—including some choice col- 

ors not yet introduced. OUNCE 
% Lb. $3.75 





at nearest city 
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